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we : 
Oceultiam is nnt the acquirement of powers, whether psychic or intellectual. 
‚ though both are its servants, Neither is Occultism the pursuit of happiness as men 
3 understand the word, for the dirst step is sacrifice, the serond, renunciation. 


—Lurifer, vol. i, p. T. 


r 


THEOSOPHIA 


A Living Philosophy for Humanity 


PUBLISHED EVERY TWO MONTHS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
LODGE Мо. 60, AMERICAN-CANAGIAN SECTION, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
(Intarnotignal Headquarters, Covina, Californin) 


* 
DEVOTED TO THE DISSEMINATION OF JHE ANCIENT WISDOM 
CoEditers: Irene Ponsonby, Boris de Zirkaif 
Business Manager: Morine G, Chadil 
Subscription: $1.00 a year (six issues); single copy 20 cents. 
Send subscriptions and renewals 10: Room 240, Western Bldg., 553 So. Western Avenue, 
Les Angeles 5, California, 


LODGE No. 60, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY | 
265 So. Western Ave, los Angeles d, Calif. d Phone: Fitzroy 5521 of FEdernl 5914 | 
Officers far 1915; 

Sven Eek - - - - - President Bertin Hanchard - - 2 Treasurer 
Narvy Browning о - Ist Vice-President Eloise Reiniger -~ - Seeretary 
Albert Charles Lee - 2nd Vice-President — Julie Gagie - - Assistant Secretary 
Alire Eek - - - - Librarian — Alice Copeland - -odssistant Librarian 


LODGE MEETINGS AND PUBLIC LECTURES 
All regular meetings of the Lodge and public lectures will be held at our new 
quarters Knights of Pythias Hall, 265 Se. Western Ave, Los Angeles 4, Easily 
occessible by Western Avenue Bus, and. Car Lines R and §. 
The following meetings ara scheduled: 
Friday, May 4th, В:00 P.M,—Elementory Theosophical Lecture-Closs. Conducted by 
Elotie Reiniger. Subject: “What Heppens in Sleep and 
Death?" 
Friday, May 18th, 7:30 P.M.—Modame Stanionne’s Fameus Kiddies Orchestra in a 
Speciol Feoture Concert; fallowed by Lecture of Boris de 
Ziskoff on “Bereavement in the Light nf Theosophy.” 
Friday, June Ist, 8:00 P.M.—Elementary Theosophicol Lecture-Closs, Conducted by 
Eloise Reiniger. Subject: “Musi We Answer for Our 
Actions?” 
Friday, June 151h, 8:00 P.M.—Dr. Sven Eak will speck on "Occult Healing.” 
| Other Study Clusses 
Men's Claes, Texthook: Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy, Second and Fourth 
Monday of every month, at 8:00 P.M. Meets at the home of Hon, Frank ©, Finlay- 
son, 500 So, Gramerey Place, Fitgray 3020. 
Class Jor wore advanced studirs, ТехноК: The Esoteric Traditian. For information | 
call EXposition 5520 or Fitzroy 5521. 


Other Lodges in the Los Angeles Area 

Lodge No. 5, 1595 Crosstaads of the World, Hollywood. Соне Sadler, President, Pub- 
lic Leetores every Sunday at 3:00 PLM. Reading Room open daily from 2:00 to 4:00. 
Phone MO-11652, 

Lodge No, 30, 1240 North Wilson Avenue, Pasadena. Mary L. Connor, President. Phone 
SYramore 4-64.60, 

Lodge Ne. 58, 83] Nerth Mariposa Avenne, Los Angeles, Mrs, R. H. Austin, Secretary. 
Phone 01.3063. 

Lodge No. 63, 1595 Crossroads of the World, JIollywood, Dr. John Croiset van Uchelen, 
President. Phone 111-0019. 


* 


Los Angeles Public Relations Conimittee, Arthur V. Beach, Chairman, 1043 North Sierra 
Bonita. Avenue, Hollywood 46, 


PROGRESS AND CULTURE 


H. P, Blavatsky 


(Excerpta [rom an article originally published in Lucifer, Vol. vi, August, 1890) 

We, of the ceitüry claiming itself as the xixth of our era, are very proud 
of our Progress and Civilization — Church and Churchmen attributing both 
to the advent of Christianity — “Blot Christianity out of the pages of man's 
history," they say, "and what would his Jaws have been? — what his civili- 
zation?” Aye; “not a law which does not owe its truth and gentleness to 
Christianity, not a custom which cannot he traced in all its holy and healthful 
parts to the Gospel.” 

What an absurd boast, and how easily refuted! 

To discredit such statements one has but to remember that our laws are 
based on those of Moses — life for life and tooth for tooth; to recall the laws 
of the holy Inquisition, Ze, the burning of heretics and witches hy the heen- 
tomb, on the slightest provocation; the alleged right of ihe wealthiest and the 
strongest to sell their servants and fellow men into slavery, not to carry into 
effect the curse bestowed on Ham, but simply “to purchase the luxuries of 
Asia hy supplying the slave market of the Sa racens”; und finally the Christian 
laws upheld to this day in England, and called women’s disabilities, social 
and political. Moreover, as in the blessed days of our forefathers’ ignorance. 
we meel now with such choice bits of unblushing blague as this, “We speak of 
our civilization, our arts, our freedom, our laws, and forget entirely how 
large a share of all is due to Christianity” (lose). 

Just so! “our laws and our arts," but neither “our civilization" nor “our 
freedom.” No one could contradict the statement that these were won in spite 
of the most terrible opposition by the Church during long centuries, and in 
the face of her repeated and Joud anathemas against civilization and freedom 
and the defenders of both. And. yet, notwithstanding fact and truth, it is 
being constantly urged that even the elevated position( ?! ) of the Christian 
woman as compared with her “heathen” sister, is entirely the work of Chris- 
uanity! Were it (rue, this would at best he but a poor compliment to pay to 
a religion which claims їо supersede all others. As it is not true, however 
Lecky, among many other serious and trustworthy writers, having shown that 
“in the whole feudal legislation (of Christendom} women were placed in a 
much lower legal position than in the Pagan Empire" — the sooner and the 
oftener this fact is mentioned the better it will be for plain truth, Besides this, 
our ecclesiastical laws are honeycombed as has been said, with the Mosaic 
element. lt is Leviticus not the Roman code, which is the creator and inspirer 


i of legislation — in Protestant countries at any rate. 


Progress, says Carlyle. is “living movement.” This is true; but it is se 
only on the condition that no dead weight, no corpse shall impede the free- 
dom of that “living movement.” Now in its uncompromising conservatism 
and unspirituality the Church is no better than a dead body. ‘Therefore it did 
and still does impede true progress, Indeed. so long as the Church ~- the 
deadliest enemy of the ethics of Christ — was in power, there was hardly any 
progress at al}. Tt was only after the French Revolution that real culture and 
civilization had a fair start.... 

But what are really culture and civilization? Dickens’ idea that our hearts 
have benehied as much Бу macadam as our boots, is more original from a 
literary, than an aphoristical, standpoint. It is not true in principle, and it 
is disproved in nature by the very fact that there are far more good-hearted 
and noble-minded men and women in muddy country villages than there are 
in macadamised Paris or London. Real culture is spiritual, It proceeds froin 
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See 


within outwards, and unless a person is naturally noble-minded and strives 
насыр пану тишен gna si 
olere he docs so on the physical or outward 
han x 


to progress on (he spiritua 
wane, such culture and civilization will be no betler 1 hitened eepulchres 
full of dead men's hones and decay. And how can there be any iue spirtiual 
and intellectual culline when duzmalie creeds are the Stale re Шар and 
enlorced under the penalty ol the opprobrium of large communities of 
"believers," No dogmatic creed сап be progressive. Unless a dogma is the 
expression of a universal and proven [act 1n nature. И 15 no belier than mental 
and intellectual s One who accepts dormas ends by becoming а dog- 
malis: имав... 

And what. alter all, does cur civilization amount ta in the face of the 


——— 


grandiose civilizations of the Past. now so remole and so forgotten, as lo 
furnish our modern conceit wilh the comforting idea that there never were 
апу true civilizations al al) belore the advent ol Christianity 7 iV 

Whither then shall we turn to fid a corroboration of the mendacious claim, 


thal we owe aur civilizalion and culture, our aris. scicices, and alf. iu Ше 
elevalins and benign inltueace of Christianity? We ewe to it nothing =- nolh- 
ing at all, neither physically nor morally. The progress we have achieved, зо 

C рауүв1са ар iTiances, to objects and things, 


far, relates in every case ta pure 
not to the imer man. e have now every convenience and comfort of life, 


every ing Ibat panders te our senses and vanity. Bul not one atom of moral 


improvement do we hud in Cliristendom since 1 je establishment of the re Tgion 
of Christ. As the cowl does not make the monk. so the renunciation of ihe old 
Gods has not made men any better than they were before, bui only, perhaps, 
worse, At апу rate. it has created a new form ol hypocrisy — cant jas 
civilization spread as much as is claimed for it... 


L Excerpts from The Key ta Theosophy by Н. P. Blavatsky, pp, TBO) 
Па yan mean ta suggest that neither the veachings of Buddha wor those of Christ have 
heen heretofare rightly understood? 

What I mean is just as you say. Both Gospels, the Buddhist and the Chris- 
tian, were preached with the same object in view. Both reformers were ardent 
philanthropists and practical altruists — preaching most unmistakably Social: 
ism of the noblest and highest type, self-sacrifice to the bitter end, "Let the 
sins of the whole world fall upon me that 1 may relieve man's misery aud 
sulFering!" cries Buddha; ... “1 would not let one ery whom f could save!” 
exclaims the Prince-beggar, clad ia the refuse rags of the burial-grounds. 
“Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavily laden and 1 will give you 
rest,” is the appeal to the poor and the disinherited made by the “Man of 
Sorrows,” who hath not where to lay his head. The teachings of both are 
boundless love for humanity, charity, forgiveness of injury, forgetfulness of 
self, and pity for the deluded masses; both show the same contempt for riches, 
and make no difference between meum and tuum. Their desire was, without 
revealing іо all the sacred mysteries of initiation, to give the ignorant and the 
misled, whose burden in life was too heavy for them, hope enough and an 
inkling into the truth sufficient to support thent in their heaviest hours, But 
the object of both Reformers was frustraled, owing lo excess of zeal of their 
later followers. The words of the Masters having been misunderstood and 


misinterpreted, behold the consequences! 
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THE NEED IS GREAT! 


Boris de Zirkoff 


With the present issue Theasophia 
begins its second yearly cycle, 

Against many odds and uncertain- 
lies, it has survived iis first twelve- 
month. lts ups and downs have been 
many. An experimental venture from 
the outset, it has nevertheless secured 
for itself a foothold. Hs present cir- 
cumslances are shaky, Its future fate 
unknown. Dnt the printing of this 
seventh issue is tangible evidence that 
it intends to live, and no one of the 
prophet-alarmists have yet heen in- 
vited to attend the untimely funeral 
of the young prodigy. 

We thank all those who gave ii 
their support in subscriptions, dona- 
lions and articles. Some have promised 
to helv and have done so; others have 
spoken volumes about it hut have 
failed ta eive any langible evidence 
of what their voices spoke. Others 
yet have neither uttered any audible 
sound nor given any help. We thank 
them all: the first ones for hard, coll 
actualities; the second ones Tor kind 
lliouglis on our hehalf; the others 
for letting us still imagine through 
their silence that they might yet be- 
come vocal or even send us a sub- 
scription unawares. 

Our objectives remain the same--- 
to disseminate Theosophy in a world 
of confusion; to broadcast anywhere 
seeds of redeeming thought, amidst 
the piled heaps of intellectual aud 
spiritual ruins. Some there are in- 
deed whose hearts are in search of 
Truth; some Шеге are whose minds 
anguished aud torn, intuitively feel 
the nearness of a Sacred Soil —a Con- 
linent of Spiritual Thought, whose 
exact whereabouls have been lost in 
the general confusion, We ure in 
search of these lonely Seekers, Will 
anyone help us 1o find more of them? 

While our ohjectives lave nol al- 
tered, the world has. “Oh, but it 
really hasn,” we hear somebody say. 
Let us understand each other. We 
do net mean Ihat it has changed is 


motives, its values, its methods, nor 
its deep-rooted character, We rather 
mean ihat the kaleidoscopic рало: 
rama of a world in ruthless upheaval 
against itself has brought into a still 
more tangible relief the cleavage he: 
Iween the ruined and receeding past. 
and ihe mounting tide of the inme- 
diate Future. Yes, and it has changed 
in one other respect, The eed has 
become much greater; the need for 
light, for decency, for justice, for 
solidarity, for amterstanding, — the 
crying, awful, inarticulate need for 
new amd lasting Ideals; Ideals that 
will not only help in the fury of the 
lashing storm, but will be strong and 
universal enough to prevent any like 
storm of human passions from ever 
hreaking again. Where except in the 
Ageless Wisdom of Mankind cau these 
Ideals ever be found? Where. tell us? 

Confused by the diu and clatter of 
empty slogans, rudderless on a sea 
of contending ideas, thousands af 
men and women are losing grip ou 
themselves, too. isnorant of the laws 
of life to attrihule their sorry. plight 
to their own direct and cumulative 
actions, Their prevailing philoso- 
phy of life is not worth the name; 
we all know it. 

Behold the spectacle! [Lis a race 
for money and more money; for pow- 
er and more power; for position. 
weallh, possessions, honor, pride. 
success, «lamor. irrespective of how 
many human corpses ar rained lives 
it takes 10 reach them. Patriotism 
made to subserve ignoble purposes 
of political and economie chicanery. 
Heroic courage in the Cause of hu- 
man destruction, Vices and crimes 
of one group or nation elevated. into 
virtues when indulged in by anather. 
Millions of “innocent” people bombed 
out of existence, some al their fac- 
tory benches, “innocently” stuffing ex- 
plosives into bombs, others at their 
homes, “iunocently” enjoying the 
fruits of the earth and the achieve: 
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ments of modern science, bought with 
hlood-money. Science, the handmaid- 
en of truth, devoting brain and skill 
to the canse of human slaughter. 

Аһ, hut this is the sordid side of 
life. we are told. After all, there is 
another side; there is religion. there 
are the Churches; the spiritual mes- 
sage of the shepherds of Christ's own 
flock. We turn to them in heart-an- 
euish, How strange are the sounds 
that reach our hewildered ears. Min- 
isters of the Gospel executing donhle 
sommersaulis in mid-air to prove that 
all is well with our soldiers; they 
fizht a just and honorable cause — 
all of them. mind you. on both sides 
of the contending hordes. This is 
God's own war. it appears. The 
Cause of civilization versus chavs, 
the Cause of Christianity versus a 
resurgent paganism, Soldiers. be not 
disturbed in your hearts! No need of 
worrying. or even giving jt a second 
thought. It is all God's will оп earth. 
Were Christ with us now. He surely 
would amend the text of the Sermon 
en the Mount: but as He is nol here 
just now. and has not been heard of 
for quite some time, we. His vicars 
and pastors, are doing it for Him. 

And the old and ugly story goes 
on! The blood of Brothers is spilled 
the world over. The thoughts of mil- 
lions are poisoned with distorted 
ideas. The sacred feelings of men 
and women are violated; their noblest 
intuitions are trampled into Ure mire 
hy those who pretend to lead them 
to the Light, 


The true Theosophist'’s sympathies 
аге universal, Пе tries to Inke no 
sides. He is deeply sorry for men 
and women whose actions are directed 
azainst the simplest Laws of Life, 
He coudemns unequivocally these ne- 
tions. He does uot condemn the ac- 
lors themselyes, fur theirs is a state 
of ignorance, of spiritual paucity, 
of intellectual blindness ши] con- 
eril. from which there is no cure but 
Knowledge. Spiritual Knowledge; 
and this is no gift from on high; it 
las to be етте through sulfering 
and acquired through inner growth. 


Que thing above all else stands out 
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in chaotic world: itis Can? under 

И every Forni; hypocrisy rün- 
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that some might achieve thereby pow- 


er over others, aud fame and wealih. 
П із die road which Teads to the 
abyss. It is the beast in Man degraded 
and made strony by dragging down 


in ils own low plane the Sacred Tires 
of the Spiritual Sel ; 

The Temple of Humanity is de- 
scerated, Hs altar-fires. burn low. 
The sunfieht filters in furtive gleams 
through clouds of lunnan passions, 
Methinks there stands a figure grave, 
austere and silent, of flaming gaze, 
The hour of soul-communton is at 
hand. "Phe lext is chosen: 


“My dwelling-place shall be known 
as the Abode of Meditation; bul ye 
have made of it a den of thieves!” 


A WORTHWHILE EFFORT 


We draw the attention of our readers to the splendid work af ouv good friend 
ant fellaw-werker, Dr. Sheldon Shepard (2431 No. Gower St, Pally wood 28, 
Calif. GRanite 7691), through what he calls the "Fourway Inter Religious So- 
viety for Tolerance." inclading Protestant, Cathalie, Jewish: and other. people. 
Dr. Shepard is engaged building for mutual understanding awl good-will among 
relipianists of various Taibhs, Не is courageously fighting prejudice, suspicions 
and hatreds, seeds of which тау be discerned everywhere. Only through the 
eradication of these van we hope for a New World. ‘Phe field of our differing 
and yet deeply co-releted religious views is a fruitful one to bring men and 


women eleser together. 


Listen ta Dr. Shepard an the Radio. Krac (3310 ke), every Thursday, at 
ETM. An etequent and convincing spenker, of wide sympathies and universal 
outlook, Юг, Shepard has been for many years in the field of tree inan servire, 

Не has many friends in the Theosophien! Society sud his objectives and ideas 


are part of the Movement, 
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THE WISDOM -RELIGION 


Theodore Неле 


It is now about three-quarters of a 
century ago since Mine. Blavatsky 
was nt work reintroducing to the 
Western world the doctrines of Ше 
Ancient Wisdom. Only a few were 
ready for her message then. But the 
lime was ripe to lay the foundation 
for this day when the multitude can 
be reached, And seldom, if ever. in 
the whole eaurse of man's search for 
the Light has а comparable oppor. 
tunity come to the revealers of ihe 
Arcane Doctrines to proclaim their 
truths to the world, 

There is a rereptivity today that 
did not exist when Mme. Blavatsky 
commenced ber work, Theology is 
less dogmatic and science less mate- 
tialistic. A planetary infiltration of 
fresh energies has caused former 
tigidilies of thought and outlook to 
give way lo more elastic and expan. 
sive viewpoinls. Human conscious- 
ness is keyed to a higher octave of 
reality and the soul is emerging into 
anew cycle of expression. 

That the twentieth. century was to 
witness such changed conditions was 
foreseen ру Mme, Blavatsky when 
there was nothing io indicate it to the 
academically learned of her day. She 
made a statement to that effect. in 
1888 when declaring that our present 
century would see the great principles 
laid down by her in The Secret Doc- 
trine commonly accepted as the foun- 
dation of scientific fact. This has 
come to pass to a far greater degree 
than is realized by the average in- 
dividual. As the lale Dr. G. de Pur- 
ucker observed, the approach of aca- 
demic science is "in certain circum- 
stances so close and so perfect in gen- 
eral postulates that it amounts al- 
most to identity. If these great scien- 
tific thinkers” he adds, ‘continue as 
they have begim, occult and academic 
science will blend inlo one system and 
in more than one direction.” 

The Wisdom-Heligion builds on 
the motto: There ts no religion higher 


than Truth. To that truth. the truth 
that shall make us free, religion and 
science are equatly dedicated. And 
vet how «divided the two have been, 


. hew fierce al times the antagonism. 


how hitter the conflicts! 

The very fact that this has heen so 
indicates how greatly both have suf- 
fered [rom a lack of the inner guiding 
light. When the Mysteries were still 
openly present mnong men as they 
were in Ше days of Ancient Greece, 
no such difference between science 
and religion existed. They were ree- 
ornized as being but two different 
aspects of Truth which, togelher with 
art, made up the major modes of 
Reafity’s triune manifestation. lodav 
a restoration of that fost unity is 
under wav and it is the revived Wis- 
dom Teaching that will besiow the 
knowledge, the understanding and 
the vision necessary to effect (ће per- 
fect reconciliation. 

In this process of rapprochement, it 
is important to note that the Wisdom 
Religion draws physical science lo its 
level before it wins over organized 
religion, At first sight this seems 
searcely credible, considering the 
fact that whereas the province of the 
former is mere matter, the laiter is 
centered in the concerns of the spirit. 
Furthermore, physical science became 
for a time so skeptical and materialis- 
tic as to virtually “haw God out of 
existence," Late uineteenth century 
science was avowedly agnostic, if not 
actually atheistic. And yet today it 
outruns doctrinal religion in ils ap» 
prehension of Reality and is un- 
doubtedly doing more than any other 
single factor toward establishing a 
new philosophy of living and heing. 
In the words of General ]. C. Smuts 
in a presidential address delivered 
before ihe British Association for the 
Advancement of Science a few years 
ago, "It may fairly he said that 
science is perhaps the clearest revela- 
tion of God to our age.” To which 
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he added: “The world consists not 
only of electrons aud radiations, but 
also souls and aspirations. Beauty 
and holiness are as much aspects of 
nature as energy and entropy.” 


For fang centuries the Church was 
the prime revelator, Throughout the 
Ages she reigned supreme. Art and 
science were her handmaidens. А! 
men looked to her for the highest 
word that could be spoken on life, 
its problems, its mysteries, jts des- 
tiny. But from the time that the priest- 
hood ceased 10 be recruited from the 
initiated. the inner. bight grew. dim- 
mer even though the outward forms 
grew greater. Authority passed from 
that “inmost center where truth abies 
in fulness” ta externals, To Cathatic- 
ism that authority centered in the 
Church; to Protestantism in the Bibie, 
And in this externalization its vitality 
declined and its leadership waned. 
[t hecame a state institution ап Ta- 
bored under the assumption that il 
was im possession of the whole and 
final truth with regard to God, man 
and the universe. Traditions and dog- 
ma held it in narrow bounds and its 
appeal was uot to reason, hut to bling 
faith, It ceased to be either free or 
creative. 

But the spirit of man is both. Tt 
is disinely charged with an urge 1o 
know and to de, Consequently when 
the Church discouraged and virtually 
forbade inquiry independent of jts 
jurisdiction and approval and, more- 
aver, imposed penalties even up to 
death itself for a violation of such 
restrictions, it was inevitable that 
there would be rebels, and presently 
in sufficient number to weest fram the 
Church the supremacy which she had 
so long maintained over the whole of 
life. Being denied the fellowship of 
the “faithful,” these free souls were 
quite content to be counted among the 
“faithless,” As John Tyndall observed 
in an address which he made in 1874 
as president of the British Associa- 
lion for ihe Advancement of Science, 
quoting Epicurus: "Nol he is godless 


who rejects the gods of the crowd but 
rather he who accepls them.” 

Since the Church bat lost so much 
of the true light, it followed that the 
civilization which it sponsored was 
correspondingly unenlightened, Farn- 
est truth seekers recognized this fact 
and set out to increase the light. They 
believed. ignorance to be ihe great 
sin, and, in the words of Shakespeare, 
“knowledge the wings wherewith we 
fly to heaven." They therefore cul. 
livatedl reason and logic; they em- 
harked upon methodical observation 
and experimentation. And so modern 
science came into being, not with the 
help of organized religion, but in 
spile of its bitter opposilion. Nothing 
could deter the scientific explorers in 
their new pursuits of knowledge, nol 
even ipartyrdom itself, For truth 
is по less prized by the scientist than 
the religionist. As a matter of fact, it 
is perhaps not going too far ta agree 
wilh a eonlemporary, quoted by Ein: 
stein in an article by him ou Religion 
and Science, that “the only deeply 
religious people of our largely matt- 
rialistic age are the carrest men of 
research.” 

And so even though science bead to 
agnosticism, it has euhninuled in the 
most impressive affirmation of our 
time. As Francis Bacon, “apostle of 
the scientific method” observed: “A 
Не or superficial test of phitosephy 
may perchance incline the mind of 
man lo atheism; but a fall draught 
thereof brings the mind hack again 
ta religion. For in the entrance. of 
philosophy when the second. causes, 
which are next unto the senses, do 
offer Lhemselyes to the mind of inan, 
and the mind ilself cleaves unto them 
that dwells there, an ohllivion of the 
Highest Cause may creep in; bul 
when a man passell on farther and 
heholds the dependency, continua- 
Чоп and confederacy of causes, and 
the works af Providence, then, ac- 
cording to the allegory of the pocts, 
he will easily helieve that the highest 
link of Nature's chains needs be tied 
to the foot of Jupiter's chair." 
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From the nineteenth to the twen- 
lieth century science has negotiated 
this passage. In the last eentury we 
had fearless questioners and grave 
doubters,-—Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, 
Haeckel and Tyndall. But as il is the 
questioners who became the knowers, 
we have in this cenlury greal he- 
lievers such as Einstein, Millikan, 
Jeans, Eddington, Pupin and Lodge. 
What these men of pure science have 
taught about the nature and origin 
of matter, the atom, space and so on, 
is virtually al опе with the Secret 
Doctrine, 

The leaders of the New Science 
have spoken. Theirs is the Everlast- 
ing Yea, They have opened wide the 
door ihal deads from physical to 
spiritual realities, M is now for the 


Wisdom-Religion to take over. ft is 
the hour for which Theosophy has 
Jong struggled and prepared. H now 
becomes ils golden opportunity to 
interpret ta a multitude of hungering 
souls the meaning of the new revefa- 
tion which is upon us. This it can 
do because it ministers at once to 
head and heari. [1 can satisfy the 
aspiration of the soul and the ques: 
tioning of the mind. [t holds the keys 
to the spiritual stguifeance of thal 
which physical science has so hril- 
liantly revealed, and thus advances 
Ше day thal is now fast approaching 
when the Alysteries that have so long 
been in hiding can once more re- 
appear in the open to held the Torch 
of Frulh aloft for all to see and 
follow. 


We wish to express our fellaw-feeling and appreciation in regard te the Vew ge 
Interpreter, a monthly magazine edited by Dr. Theodore Heline, author of the remarkable 
article priuted iu the foregoing pages. This publication is "devoted to stinlies designed bo 
uid the moderi seeker te a spiritual reorientation in the light of the Ageless Wisdom.” 
lts many essays on historical and scientific subjects present the often ignored occult back- 
drop of well-known events іц recent and anrient history, Able articles from the pen of 
Mrs. Coriane Uebine on such subjects as ihe mystic imerpretatiun aad healing power ol 
Music and Color are different enough Crom dhe accepted views da be especially interesting. 
We draw special attention ta the January, 1915 issue, with its timely study of Arthar 
Eddington's work in an article еве! ‘The Voice of the New Science? We deeply appie- 
ciate Dr, Пе nes help and message appearing in our own pages, and greet him and bis 
scholarly wile as co-workers and fellow-travelers on the ageless highway which leads from 
ignorance to Knowledge, and frin. darkness inta Light, far all men. {New Age Press, 
Box 6133 Metrapolitun Station, Los Angeles ТА, Calif.) —Ed. Theos. 


PERSONALITY 


Reins Roos 

And just what is rensonauity? Webster defines it as "That whieh consti- 
tutes a person.” Same psychologists say personality is the outpicturing of 
what we really feel and think and are deep down inside—it is that which 
others see in us. [n brief, what we are is the result of what we think. dt is 
therefore up to each of us to create his or hier own personality. 

If our thoughts take the right channels, we attain. poise, and poise is per- 
haps the most necessary ingredient in а charming personality, Poise. con- 
cisely, is personal harmony and a “complete inner assurance" (which does 
not mean couceit—it is something quite different). Without poise there can 
he no charm, and if we do not have charm, all our other qualities; however 
excellent, are “as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.” 

In addition to poise, a pleasing personality calls for a good appearance 
and a natural friendliness, and the acquisition of that ability, so rare, lo 
work in coinplete harmony with those about us. 

The creation of personality, like charity, “begins al home," in our own 
thoughts, in that innermost place of our being where all desires are formed, 
And a desire, if intense enough and deep enough, cun produce anything, can 
oulpiclure any kind of personality we wish to express. Although we canuot 
draw a picture of personality, nor photograph it even with the finest lens, il 
is that thing about us which makes for success or Failure in our daily lives. 

{From the Les Angeles Banker, March, 1943) 
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SPONGE 


Dick Cuning 


Do you remember the family 
sponge? De you still have one? 
Vine! Go get it immediately and 
then come on out here and make yonr- 
self comfortable in (his arm-chair. 
ly the wav, bring along a pan of 
water. We'll be very careful not to 
spill a drop on your 9x12 Axminster. 
Al se? His an Axminster, isn'l it? 
Well, it doesn’t matter. 

Take the sponge and place it in the 
pan. See what happens? Of course 
you do; it has tlie same character- 
istic activity associated with all good 
sponges. 11 absorbs Ше waler, 

Now the reason ] invited you out 
here in your charming and well- 
appointed front-room, was to use Ihis 
sponge as an illustration. 1t may be 
too obvious an husteation, bat the 
resulis therefrom are invaluable, 

isn’t it remarkable in а way how 
many of us are like a sponge—-parti- 
ally so? 1 say "partially" for a rea- 
son which I'll tell. you about in a 
moment. We absorb the Theosaphical 
Water of Knowledge and keep it in 
our mental sponge, with a few drops 
splashing back into the pan of life 
only occasionally, We rarely wring 
oul ihe sponge or pul pressure on it 
io give hack some of its contents. We 
remain bloated in our intellectual 
knowledge without having absorbed 
ihe teachings in our. Spiritual Con- 
scinusiess, 

For if we did—if we had—this 
sponge would be under a constant 
pressure, with a steady stream being 
poured back, We would he actively 
engaged in pouring words of The. 
osophical Knowledge out of our 
hearts and minds and spirits into the 
ears of those who might gather to 
listen—or on pages for those who 
might care 10 read. 

Mankind needs that "pressure" to 
release the Knowledge of the Higher 
into the lower. So do Theosophists. 
Aren't the times of aur years a cause 
for the “exertion of that pressure"? 


Don't you feel humanity is being 
squeezed as never before into the 
business of learning and developing? 
Forcibly and violently twisted into 
growing? The pan of life is nearly 
dry from the waste of improper 
thinking, of dismal action. Never be 
fore has Ше world needed your The- 
osophical Knowledge more than 
RIGHT NOW, : 

Why don’t vou go into action im- 
mediately and start compressing that 
mental sponge af yours? Start in 
RIGHT NOW and see if you can't devise 
some means of taking what you know 
of Theosophy and pouring it hack in- 
to a channel of broad understanding 
that will irrigate the minds of 
men; those minds hot and dull aud 
dry with the desolation of unwise 
thoughts, unwise actions! 

You can help men to think beller 
thonghis; thoughts of intellectual 
vigor and goodness and kindness. 
Weren't yau given a tremeniloius 
growlh afler reading your first The- 
asophical Manual or whalever it was 
you read? And didn’t you feel in- 
spired and probably troubled in your 
heart of hearts after listening to the 
eager voice and locking into Ihe shin- 
ing eyes of your Theasophical friend 
or acquaintance? Didn't you feel 
perhaps you should book into this 
thing called Theosophy more deeply 
and do something about spreading 
the Truths af Nature? 

Weren't the choking weeds of dog. 
ma and self-satisfaclian disturbed to 
their grasping roots when your mind 
received the sparkling elixir of Uni- 
versal Truth? Uf nol, at least your 
friend's “mental sponge” provided 
the first drop that eventually eroded 
your own self-created shell of spirit- 

nal limitations, That was worth some- 
thing, wasn't it? РИ het you're glad 
about it now, aren't you? 

You recall [ mentioned. that we 
were “partially” like sponges? Here's 
what J mean; it’s irne that we too 
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can submerge our mental sponges 
back into the clear water of "Ето 
and Cosmic Knowledge by reading 
and listening to those who know more 
than we do. But this sponge that we're 
using for our illustration must he 
dipped back into the water if it’s to 
be used again; when the water eva- 
porates eventually, there’s no more 
lo be used in this pan without re- 
plenishing the supply. 

Bul you are not like that. 

That's why F said we're “partially” 
like a sponge, Because when you give 
out а Theosophical Truth, you сон? 
go dry. Vou can release that Truth 
many times over; you can exert the 
“ressure again and again. and the 
Supply (Clrith) will never be ex- 
hausted. Instead, its implications will 
grow as your mind and consciousness 
become a fitting reposilory 1o re- 
ceive its ramifications. Isu’t that en- 
couraging ? 

Well, here’s your pan of water and 
here's the sponge. We didn't spill a 
drop did we? But one Ming we'd het. 
ter do is to starl pouring the Ancient 
Wisdom out into the: human wastes 
of the world as quickly, as consis- 
tently, as intelligently and diploma- 
tically as possible, hadit we? How 
about you? How aclive a part are you 
going to take in putling on the pres- 
sure? The Pressure that squeezes 
the sponge that never runs dry? 
That’s fine! ро iT Now!! Don't neg 


lect а single opportunity fo talk, 
write, think and po Theosophy for 
the benefit of your fellow-men; that 
Brotherhoad of Man of which you 
are a part, Take a more active role. 
Get busy! 


Don't worry or be afraid to talk 
in publie, Instead, do something 
about it and remember this: one of 
the greatest problems facing The- 
osophists is betler lo understand the 
great ‘Teachings which the Theoso- 
nhical member claims to support, 
Because a true and deep understand- 
ing of the Ancient Wisdom will make 
it possible to counter many of ihe 
arguments of the skeptic. 


Every skeptic is a potential The- 
osaphist. His retuctance to acknowl- 
edge or give in Io your premises, is 
your challenge to a more complete 
self-improvement course in lerms of 
daily Theosophical meditation, think- 
ing and living, How can you Бер 
him, if you can't help yourself? 

Aud speaking of spreading these 
Truths, what about the statement of 
Master K. Н. iu the Mahatma Letters 
(p. 399); 

"The only object to he striven for 
is the amelioration of the condition 
of мам by the spread of truth suited 
io the various stages of his develop- 
ment and that of the country he in- 
hahits and belongs to.” 

What are we doing about it? 


A THEOSOPHICAL LODGE FOR MEN ONLY 


It is Lodge No. 65 of San Diego, Calif. This is a most interesting and 
worthwhile group of business men who organized themselves a couple of 
years ago into a regular Lodge of the Theosophical Society. Their seeming 
“exclusiveness” should not he interpreted as a reflection upon the “fair sex." 
Far from being “women-halers,” they are in many cases splendid fathers 
and husbands, and all around constructive elements in the community. They 
meet every two weeks, on Wednesday evenings. Hervey D. Benner has been 
giving for some months past comprehensive and deeply-thonght-ont outlines 
of the main theosoplical teachings, with their application to everyday prob- 
lems. Well worth attending. You wil] meet a “lunch” of unusually fine men 
and may be sitrprised to find that they are right-dawn-lo-earth people( with no 
whiskers}, some of whom are well-known in the city, Several of them are 
Masons. Why not call the Secrelary-lreasurer, Win. W. Stevens (3121 Gold- 
finch б, San Diego, Calif.) at Wooderest 3153, und ask for information 
ahoul meetings! If you are a Thinker, you owe il to yourself to meel other 
Thinkers! 
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" Oheosophy Speaks” 


CHARACTER, HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT 


Transcribed Rodio Broadcast of January 23, 1944 
avar Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, Californin, 


tt 


Announcer: “Theosaphy Speaks! 
“Light for the Mind — Love for the Heart — Understanding for the Intellect 


Last Sunday in our fourth and final broadcast on the subject of nemscannarian, “Theasa- 
phy Speaks" hrought out that all growth aad improvement is slow and gradual, and in- 
cludes Spiritual, Moral and Intellectual progress, as well as Physical. Therefore, we must 
have а lJongerauge view of the evolution. of Alan... Phe human race is millions of years 
old, Civilizations have came and gone — there have been Golden Ages and Dark Ages, 
And all of us lived in them and contributed 10 them, for better or for worse. We said that 
in eur long evolutionary journey, we live many times. [n those many lives we make mis- 
takes — through geerd, injustice, ignoring duty op obligation, hurting ethers through 
gossip, inflicting our will upon ethers to make them do wrong, avd through seltishness 
and indifference, And since Nature is Imilded upon harmony ant balance, when we 
distort the balance, make discord of the harmony, they must be set right hy the one 
responsible; this often results in grief, pain and trouble, This is due in the Universal law 
of acrioN and Reacrhos, er CAUSE and bereci, Theasophists eall it KARMA, 

Tonay, our seene is a lecture ball. The speaker, in intraduring his subject, has just told 
his audience that since our CHARACTERS have been conditioned and molded by the endtess 


chain of GAUSE anil EFFECT 


his talk today will be primarily an explanation of CHAHACTER, 


HEREDITY and ENVIRONMENT. As we become part of his audience, he is saying... 


LECTURER: . . . And this friend 
said to me: “Which is the most im- 
portant factor. in human evolntian: 
Heredity, character or environment?” 

You know, friends, this question 
could be superficially answered cor- 
rectly hy saying Ша any one of these 
three points was the most important 
factor in human evolution, depending 
upon one's viewpoint and depth of 
»nderstlanding. For example, some- 
one might say that HEREDITY was the 
most important element. And they 
would be correct те by heredity they 
meant that continuity of conscious- 
ness that each one of us inherits from 
ourselves—-that is, froin what we were 
in past incarnations. 

In other words, and to put it very 
briefly: each individual is his own 
ancestor. You see, family and parents 
are the channels through which the 
stream of aur evolution. courses— 
and the family affords expression for 
individual heredity, rather than fam- 
ily heredity. The feresdity of an 
enlity is determined Dy WHAT IT IT- 
SELF Us. This is why members of one 
family differ so widely, although all 
ате born under similar circumstances 
and from the same so-called heredi- 
lary strain, 


But the genera) view regarding 
heredity would differ very widely 
from this viewpoint. Most people 
think of heredity as only referring to 
the physical, brain-mind, or emotion- 
al traits that are passed on from 
parent to child, and se forth. And 
it mast be admitted there are often 
very striking examples of similarities 
of appearance and personality among 
those having direct or close blood re- 
lationships. But there are MORE cases 
where no resemblance of any kind 
whatsoever exists between the par- 
enis and their offspring. Indeed, 
many of them feel like strangers to 
each other, 

But what about the many cases 
where the children greatly excel their 
parents in aecomplislunent or in 
moral development? And isn’t the 
reverse also true, where the children 
fail to measure up to the ability and 
moral standing of their parents? 

And haven't you known of cases 
where a person's physical body is 
greatly afllicted through illness or in- 
jury, and yet, that same individual 
had clear—even keen— mental acliv- 
ity and strong spiritual diserimina- 
tion that completely overshadowed 
the physical handicaps? 
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History reveals cases of men and 
women thrown into jail because of 
liberal or humane thinking, and such 
individuals have, in spile of the phy- 
sival restrictions of the prison cell, 
written great maslerpicces seeking lo 
uplift the hearts and Free the minds 
of all men from intolerance and in- 
justice. 

Were such souls as these merely 
the result of the union of certain 
germ cells or chromosomes? Did 
they inherit these traits from their 
ancestors? Think a moment. Do 
heroes come from a long fine of 
heroes? Do murderers come from 
families of murderers? We know this 
isn't so... . And how about people 
like you and me? Do our parents, 
brothers, sisters, uncles and so on— 
each and aff possess the talents, 
traits or characters we have? Or 
what is more important, the same 
sonl-qualities? 

Do we inherit self-sacrifice, com- 
passion, intuition or crealiveness? 
And what is it that shines forth from 
within some people and serves as а 
great inspiration to others? Are 
these things inherited? Ten’! there а 
missing link here? Tuspiration and 
the other soul-qualities just men- 
tioned belong to individual heredity 
— not group heredity — and a man 
inherits them fram one source — 
HIMSELF. 

Now, what makes a novel, a mo- 
tion picture or a great humanitarian 
work tive in the hearts aml minds 
of people? Is it the physical charac- 
teristics of the leading characters, 
their ancestry and the environment 
in which they are portrayed, that 
makes them live long in our mem- 
ory? To a certain extent it is. And 
right here I want to say that hered- 
ity, character and environment each 
play a part TO A CRRTAIN EXTENT, 
in the evolution of human beings. 

Let us consider, then, what part 
environment plays. First of all, what 
is meant by environment? Usually 
that it is physical and external con- 
ditions, including the political and 


economic aspects. And this is quite 
true as far as it goes, Rut—does en- 
vironment really slop there? What 
about ihe stars, and the influences of 
the people we know and meet and 
their philosophies of life—good, had 
and indifferent? [зп1 this our. en- 
vironment also? In fact, it is dificult 
10 say where physical environment 
stops and where emotional, mental 
and spiritual environment begin—for 
they are all interlocked aud. related 
one to another, aren't they? Environ- 
ment, Шегеѓоге, is а Factor in human 
evolution. KUT, what produces or cre- 
ates environment? That is the crux 
of the matter. 

Each human soul finds itself in an 
environment Ihat it has earned, oth- 
erwise it would not be there. "Низ 
may sound strange at first, but we 
should not think of a child as merely 
a physical body, nor as a newly cre- 
aled soul at physical birth. пог as 
being totally unrelated to its new en- 
vironment. Every child is the result 
of evolution, [n each life it has cer- 
tain lessons lo learo, certain debts 
and dinies to pay, certain rewards 
to reap. With love, hate, desire for 
expression, amd Karman impelling 
him. he chHoüsES parents and en- 
vironment. 

Let us say that the child chooses 
to returni into earth-life through & 
and в as parents. In selecting suit. 
able entry into this world, il is mag- 
netically attracted to those individ- 
vals and) environments. that corre- 
spond to ils own nature, developed 
in the past—and that also. permil ii 
best to wark out ils destiny, 

This Evo, coming into flesh again 
for more experience iy the schael of 
life, would have certain tendencies 
iu common, as well as dilFerences, 
with iis chosen family, due to mag- 
nelice attraction. 

It is these points IN COMMON Lhal 
cause people to think that the child 
inherited these characieristics. Паи 
the Fact is, that every case produces 
a corresponding effect. Therefore, we 
mist be the result of what we have 


made of nunsELvES. The real direct. 
ing power is within ourselves and 
can withstand any environment. 
That’s the real meaning of the term: 
"Self-made man." 

Tt is not denied. therefore, that 
external conditions have a tremen- 
dous inlluence upon us. Witness the 
conditions in the world today, But, 
we belong here sow by reason af 
our own self-made destiny; other- 
wise we'd he somewhere else. Every 
person is involved in the conditions 
that he has earned or made-—hy his 
own past actions, or hy his FAILURE 
TO АСТ when and where he should 
lave acted, 

Hence, we see that while environ- 
ment is very important, still it is 
man himself who creates sich con- 
ditions and influences. But the inspir- 
ing thing is, that he has the power, 
and free will, to change these condi- 
tions for the hetter if he isn’t satis- 
fied, And who is satisfied with him- 
self, or with world conditions today? 
If you aren’, its up to you to 
change yourself and help change 
world conditions so that the environ- 
ment of your next life will be better! 
It really is strictly up to us, as indi- 
viduals and as members of the 
buman race. 

Now, what about character as an 
element in human evolution? Is it the 
most important factor? Yes, T think 
it is. Why? Because it is character 
which establishes and gives meaning 
to heredity and environment. Let's 
analyze this viewpoint. , 

In the first place, what is charac- 
ter? Isn't it the expression of a man’s 
inner heing: his soul? And it can be 
good or had, 100, can't it? Let's see 
what H. P. Blavatsky said abont it in 
The Key to Theosophy: 

“All good and evil things in hu- 
manity have their roots in human 
character—and this character is, and 
has been, conditioned hy the endless 
chain of cause and effect. But. this 
conditioning applies to the future— 
as well as to the present—and the 
past”... 


Usually, we think of ihe soul af 
man as good, even if it periodically 
manifests in what we call an evil 
manner. I suppose this 18 so because 
we instinctively feel that the soul 
possesses much potential or latent 
goodness or nobility. And this is so 
because the soul of man is connected 
to the Spiritual Self within, which is 
the source of all true inspiration and 
intuitive knowledge ar Wisdom. 

Now, where does character hegin? 
At physical birth? Well... if char- 
acter is the expression of the Soul, 
and { believe it is, and the Soul goes 
on forever, then character too. must 
be just as deathless, Why? Because 
it is impossible to have a Future— 
unless Шеге is also a Present-——and 
a Past. And if the soul. perpetuates 
itself into the future, forever, then 
the character must also. 

In the last analysis, the character 
of а man is molded and renolded 
by his own thoughts, feelings and 
actions. Let's get that point straight. 
A man aets in direct accordance with 
lis character. And as stated before, 
his character is a true expression of 
the development of liis soul. 

A man gels rid of his worn-out 
physical body and brain at death— 
but his character stays with him, he- 
cause it is connecled to the death- 
less, spiritual part of his Being. 

There is something within man 
that is deeper than heredity, environ- 
ment or character. And that is: Your 
Higher, or Spiritual Self-—the Taner 
Christ, or the Buddhie Splendor—it 
is known by many names. But what 
we call it is not terribly important. 
The real point to bear in mind is, 
that this Spiritual You is the origin 
of your Conscience, your sense of 
tight and of duty. It is the storehouse 
of understanding, discrimination and 
unselfish love, We al! have it. We 
can all give tolerance, harmony, conr. 
passion, to our brother-men. Let's 
unlock our storehouse for the hetter- 

ment and the upliftment of ourselves 
and of the world! 
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THOUGHTS BY 


Spread over the front pages of 
most of our larger newspapers, quite 
recently, was ü news report cover- 
ing the suicide of a very prominent 
banker. The article covered ihe sub- 
ject matler of some noles that this 
internationally known man had left 
behind him, when he decided to try 
and improve his condition, by com- 
mitting the error of destroying his 
body, the only thing which would 
allow him to improve his condition. 


The following are a few extracts 
from these notes: "I have no troubles 
of any kind, nor am I in bad physical 
health—but for a long, long time [Í 
have been depressed MENTALLY, and 
suffered from melancholia that stead- 
ily gets worse. Except for this MENTAL 
depression, I have everything to Hve 
for: good friends, lovely business as- 
sociates, and a good future in this 
world, with financial ease. But E um 
unhappy—MENTALLY.” 


The presidency of the bank he 
headed paid him $72,000 per year, so 
financial worries were nol even а coil- 
tributory cause to his problem. He 
owned a beautiful country estate, so 
an unpleasant environment could not 
have helped bring on liis depression. 
The loss of his wife, two years ago, 
is the only thing that can be found 
in the record, that might account for 
the despondency noted. 


It is an interesting case, especially 
when so many people are assured 
lhat HAPPINESS always follows in the 
train of wealth and tlie possession of 
many THINGS. This man had all that, 
yet he reilerates he was MENTALLY 
unhappy. Searching for a key to the 
problem, we find it in his own re- 
pealed words “Mentally Unhappy.” 
it is quite a common error ta can- 
sider Happiness or Unhappiness as a 
MENTAJ function. In reality these two 
Intangibles of Life are functions of 
the HEART and not the mind. The 
error comes from confusing the mean- 
ing of the words HAPPINESS and 
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PLEASURE. The latter is something 
that tickles and appeals to the Mind, 
which is why Pleasure can be founl 
ina Night Clah, but never Happiness. 
Happiness comes from a heart throb- 
bing and invariably involves someone 
or something сытае of the Happiness 
Feeler, which ucts as recipient of the 
Feeler’s Bounty. This is why Happi- 
ness is felt in ihe presence of a Loved 
One, the tatter being the cenler or 
focus of that which is poured oui, 
Pleasure is felt in the presence of 
something which appeals only to the 
MIND and which operates from vul- 
side, poured out towards the individ- 
ual who “Feels Pleasure.” 

From this we can see that this vic- 
tim of his own folly could not find 
happiness, merely because he looked 
for it on the Mental. Plane of Life, 
instead of looking for it on the Spirit- 
ual Plane, where it belongs. The 
heart respouds to inikuences of a 
Spiritual Nature only. It is Ше at- 
lachment to things and the conviction 
ihat all else is confined to the mind, 
that is the cause of all the Unhap- 
piness in the world. The [east is 
simply starved, contact wilh any- 
thing Spiritual stops and the mind 
and body left alone with themselves, 
find the tie unendurable, so the MIND 
causes Ihe нору lo destroy itself. 


And that causes us to consider that 
perhans that very same thing is what 
is happening to the entire world. The 
World Soul has shriveled up or 
atrophied from disuse. The World 
Mind and Body are simply appalled 
at having to get along together alone. 
so the World Mind devises Crighiful 
Engines of Destruction to destroy the 
World Body; in order that World 
Mind may live alone with itself, 

Maofar:—H you are Unhappy, un- 
lock your heart and get interested in 
something outside of yourself, and 
HAPPINESS will always follow. 

And that’s Heart Doctrine Theoso- 


1 
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SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES 


Theosophical Centar, Fourth Ave. and Olive 5t, San Diego 3, Calif., Jackson 1740 
Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons — 3:00 o'Clock 


GENERAL TOPIC: ESSENTIAL UNITY 
Chairman -- Mrs, Constance Hostler 


May ё — White Lotus Day, Selected Readings and Special Music. 
May 131h — "The Unifying Influence of Theosophy” — Mrs, Lolita Hart (Covina), 


May 20th — Round Talle: "Unity and Diversity" — Mrs, Agnes Sosna, Ray Bennett, Mrs, 
Bradley. 

May 271h — Discussion: “Religious Unity" — Guest Speaker: Rev. Joseph Fox and Foster 
Стин, F.T.S, 


GENERAL TOPIC: EASTERN AND WESTERN PSYCHOLOGY 
Chairman — Mrs, Dorathy Friend 
June 301 — “How Sane Are We?" — Arthur SV. Collins. 
June 10th — “East and West, ihe "wain Shalt Meet" — Miss Katherine Heck (Caovinal. 


June 17th — Dramatic Symposium of the Sacred Season — Miss Rose Schneider, Misa 
Nadine Nicholson, 


June 24th — “Is There a Purpose to Life?" — Guest Speaker: Rev. Peter Samsom and 
Пагоні W. Dempster, F.T.S, 

Lotus Circle for Children (Theosophical Sunday School}, directed hy Miss Edith Brittain, 

assisted by Miss Rose Schneider, every Sunday, at 10:30 А.М, 


For information on all Theosophical activities in San Diego, consult Harold W. Dempster, Reg- 
lona] Vice-President, 3131 McCall St, San Diego 6, Colif., Bayview 4839 (or Franklin 3131 
daytime}, 


THEOSOPHIA 
Financial Statement, May 1944 — May 1945 


Disbursements Receipts 

Printing - - + - + $646.70 — Subscriptions + - . - $423.00 

Mimeographing + -> = . 22,62 Single copies sold -= 13.85 

Postage - - ` - - 1181 Renewals - - - - - 16460 

Envelopes -~ . . - - 19.36 Donations  - . . - - 805,77 

Ineidentals - . - + - 6.51 $910.62 
$731.03 

Cash Balance - - . - $173.59 


We thank all our friends and fellow-workers for their help and support in the year just 
ended. We hope they will find it worth their while to give us further support whenever 
possible, as well as to help us find new subscribers over an ever widening area. It has 
been our desire from the very outset to reach. a point when the magazine may become 
self-supporting and rely on subscribers alone. it may take us some time yet belore we 
reach this degree of success, Every new subscriber hrings us a little closer to the goal 
rontemplated. 


We alse wish to ramind а number of our friends that their subscription expires NOW. 
All those who have received green, ond loter on rad slips, enclosed in thelr copies, should 
renew their subscriptions right away, if they do not wish to lose tha cantinuily in receiving 
the magazine. Address: "Thaosophia", Room 240, Western Bldg., los Angeles 5, Calif, 


—Editors, "T heosophia", 
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i 
' KATHERINE TINGLEY 
à . Leader vf the Theosophical Society, 1806-1929 
А "Seck the upward and ennobling path, and you are no longer alone: your own Divinity 
is on your side with you,.and what you can encompass of whut Universal Nature affords is 
4 with yon to support you towureds final victory," —The Gods Awuit, p. 165, 
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THEOSOPHIA 


A Living Fhilasophy for Humanily 


PUBLISHED EVERY TWO MONTHS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
LODGE No. 60, AMERICAN-CANADIAN SECTION, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
(International Haadquarters, Covina, California) 


* 


DEVOTED TO THE DISSEMINATION OF THE ANCIENT WISDOM 
Co-Editars: Irene Ponsonby, Horis de Zirkotf 
Business Manager: Norine G, Chadil 
Subseription: $1.00 a усаг (six issues); single copy 20 cents, 
Send subscriptions and renewals to: Reon 240, Western Bldg, 553 So. Western Avenue, 
Los Angeles 5, California. 


LODGE No. 60, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
556 So. Gramercy Plate, Los Angeles 5, Calif. е Phone: Fitzroy 5521 er FEderal 5914 
Officers for 1945: 
Sven Eck - - - - - President Bertha Blanchard. - - + Treasurer 
Nancy Browning - dst Vice-President Eloise Reiniger - . - Secretary 
Albert Charles Lee - 2nd Vice-President JutieGagné - + Assistant Secretary 
Alice Eek -~ - - - Librarian Alive Copeland - -odssistunt Librarian 


LODGE MEETINGS AND PUBLIC LECTURES 


Owing to circumstances beyond ovr control, and which have ta do with the 
temporary difficulty in finding a suiteble location far ovr Publie Meetings, these 
have been discontinued for a while. As toon os new arrangements hava been 
completed, oll the members and friands will be notified to this езе). 


Study Clases 


Men's Class. Texthook: Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy. Second and Fourth 
Monday of every month, at 8:00 P.M. Meets at the home of Hon, Frank G. Finlay- 
son, 500 So, Gramercy Place, FItzroy 3020, 


Class for more advanced studies, Textbook: The Esoteric Tradition. For information 
call EXposition 5520 or Fitzroy 5521. 


Other todget in the Los Angeles Area 

Lodge No. 5, 1595 Crossroads of the World, Hollywood, Culbreth Sudler, President, Pub- 
lie Lectures every second Sunday during the Summer months, at 3:00 Г.М. Reading 
Roum open daily from 2:00 10 4:00. 156 and 3rd Tuesdays, Class in Phe Esoteric 
Tradition: 2nd Wednesday, Women's Stady Class. For information call: WAlnut 
(1952 or MOrningside 11652, 

Lodge No. 30, 1240 North Wilson Avenue, Pasadena, Mary L, Connor, President, Phone 
SYcamore 4-6440, › 

Lodge Na, 58, 831 No, Mariposa Aven Los Angeles 27. Mrs, Bessie M. Dickley, President; 
Mrs, В, П. Austin, Secretary, Meetings held ou. Tuesday afternoon Erom 2:00 ya 
4:00, Public Lecture on the last Wednesday of the month, at 8:00 Р.М, Lotus Circle 
for children every Saturday from 10:30 to 11:30 A.M, 

Lodge No, 63, 1595 Crossroads of the World, Hollywood. Dr. John Croiset van Uchelen, 
President. Phone НІ-0019. 

X. 


Los Angeles Public Relations Committee, Arthur W. Beach, Chairman, 1043 North Sierra 
Bonita Avenue, Hollywoad 46. 
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DEVACHAN 


H. P. BLAVATSKY 


(A student found it difficult to understand the statement that “the spiritual monad 

leads for very long periods an existence of unalloyed satisfaction and conseraus enjoyment, 
however without artivity, without exciting contrasts between pain and pleasure, without 
pursuit and achievemeat.” ‘To his query us to "how can a conscious existence without 
activity ог pursuit be one of salisfaction ar enjoyment.” ILP.B. gave the following ex- 
planation, originally published in The Pheosophist, vol. iv, May, 1883, —Ed.! 
.... To realize the conditions of spiritual existence of any sort it is necessary 
to get above the plane of merely physical perceptions. One cannot see the 
things of the spirit with the eyes of the flesh, and one cannol successfully ap- 
preciate subjective phenomena hy help only of those intellectual reflections 
which appertain to the physical senses. “Пом can a conscious existence with- 
oul activity or pursuit be опе of satisfaction or enjoyment?” h would only 
emphasize the mistaken idea which this question embodies if one were to ask 
instead, "how can a conscious existence without athletic sports and hunting be 
one of enjoyment?” The cravings of man’s animal or even bodily human 
nature are not permanent in their character. The demands of ihe mind are 
different from those of the body. In physical life an ever-recurring desire 
for change impresses our imagination with the idea that there can be no con- 
tinuity of contentment, withoul variety of occupation and amusement. To 
realize completely the way in which a single vein of spiritual conscioustess 
may continue for considerable periods of time to engage the atteution—-not 
only of the contented, but the delighted attention—of a spiritual entity, is prob- 
ably possible only for persons who already in life have developed cerlain inner 
faculties, dormant in mankind at large. But meanwhile our present corres- 
pondent may perhaps derive some salisfaction fram the fact.—as explained 
in recent essays on the subject—that one sort of variety is developed in 
Devachan in a very high degree; viza the variety which naturally grows out 
of the simple themes set in vibration during life. Immense growths, for 
example, of knowledge itself are possible in Devachan, for the spiritual entity 
which has hegun the “pursuit” of such knowledge during life. Nothing can 
happen to a spirit in Devachan, the key-note of which has not been struck 
during life; the conditions of a subjective existence are such that the impar- 
tation of quite external impulses and alien thoughts is impossible. Bur the 
seed of thought once sown, the current of thoughts once set going (the meta- 
phor may freely he varied to sult any taste), aud then its developments in 
Devachan may be infinite, for the sixth sense there and the sixth principle 
are our instructors; and in such society there can be no isolation, as physical 
humanity understands the term, The spiritual ego in fact, under the tuition 
of ils own sixth principle, need he in no fear of being dull, and would be as 
likely to sigh for a doll's house or a hox of ninepius as for the harps and 
palm-leaves of Ше mediaeval lieaven. 


o those portions of the universal Theosophical Movement which live not only for teach- 
ing the mere letter of the Theosophical doctrines, but which tive likewise for spreading its 
true spirit above everything else... will live on inta the future, and will da. the work 
which our Masters founded the Theosophical Society to Цо... 

The Theosophical Movement above everything else should be plastic, Nexible, and its 
exponents should always be open to the reception of new truth, and afiove everything else 
shoul] avoid sclf-righteousness, ignorance and sectarian conceil, aud the empty formalisms 
arising in religious or philosophical selfsalisfaction,,. The spirit of tanh among us 
"Theosophisis shows itself sbave everything else by a fervid sympathy fur the souls of 
men, wherefrom arises generosity towards others, 

--G, de Purucker, Wind of the Spirit, pp. 331-32, 
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WE CAN BE YOUNG WITH THEM 


BORIS DE ZIRKOFF 


The Youth of every ape arc the 
builders of the future. 

Buovant with the well-springs of 
life, every new generalion rises in re- 
Һот against the former оле and 
challenges ils crystallized moulds of 
thought. ils outdated ideas. 

The surging passion of life, rising 
as a tide in the Youth of every gen- 
eration, carries the world beyond the 
point reached by eaclter men and wo- 
men while their impetus was al full 
flow, 

Йй! is hut the natural succession of 
cyclic. events, Without it all history 
would soon be at ап емі. and the 
world but a pool of stagnation and 
decay. 

As students of that ageless Wisdom 
known today as Theosophy. it is well 
for us to apply this fact of being 10 
the destinies of the Movement for 
which we work. Unless the Theose- 
nhical Movement of today exhibits 
the healthy signs of the Spirit of 
Youth, it will not survive the present 
generation, Unless its modes of 
thought. its methods of work, its chan- 
nels of presentation, are overhauled 
from time to time. and adjusted to the 
living needs of a changing world. ils 
career will come to an untimely end 
and other channels, freer to conduct 
the living flow of Cvelic Forces, will 
carry the spiritual potential into 
succeeding generations. through the 
Youth of the present ape. 


Let us therefore ask ourselves a 
few simple questions: Are we capable 
ef arresting the attention of the 
Youth of teday? Are we successful 
in mobilizing iis resources for the 
growth of the Theosophical Move- 
ment? Does Youth find in Theosophy 
an answer to ils most imperalive 
needs? 


The state of alfairs in the Theoso- 
thical Sociely is in itself a sullicient 
auswer lo these questions, ‘The per- 


centage of young people in its mem- 
bership is very small, The diverg- 
encies of views as between the young 
aud the old are very marked. ‘The 
patent unwillingness on the part of 
the older generation to adapt, or at 
least to try out. the methods of the 
younger one, offen puts the entire 
machinery in reverse. jeopardizing 
same of our best opportunities of ex- 
pension. The ponderous, highly in. 
tellectual nature of imich of our liter- 
ате, presents no appeal to young 
minds and diearla whose intense de- 
sire 10 see a better world finds itself 
impeded by abstract dissertations 
writlen in perfect good faith hut with 
no living touch with the problems of 
Youth, 


And yet some of us are still won- 
dering why do we not have more 
young people in our midst. 


We have heard it said that the 
Youth of today is interested primarily 
in politics and economics; and as our 
Society is traditionally non-political 
it finds it almost impossible to gain 
the attention of the young people. 
This is a very cheap assertion, found- 
ed mainly on a lack of observation. 
and serving as a successful camou- 
Hage for individual inertia in the 
Cause of Theosophy. 

Young people are keenly conscious 
of the vital need to build a better 
world for all men: a world of human 
solidarity, of good-will and peaceful 
inter-relations, This Cause, which is 
but an aspect of the Theosophical 
Ideal of Universal Brotherhood, has 
essentially nothing to do whatsoever 
with party politics or the contentions 
of rival economic factions, although, 
let it be said right naw, the latter two 
forces have secured a strangle hol 


on the reaf spiritual, intellectual and 
ethical issues involved in the problem 


oh of global human solidarity. This does 
| tot make these issues per se political 
"i or economic, || simply emphasizes 
i the dire need to purify them from the 

| barnacles which adhere to them. What 
. else hut the soul-salisfying ethical 
teachings of Theosophy can ever do 

at it? What can ever accomplish it less 


than the dry intellectualities of a The- 
ssophical "theology" devoid of a liv- 
\ ing touch with the realities of a world 
in conflict? 


Youth is intent— with. grave and 


Ко unswerving intention, let us remem- 
ber—to put an end to tlie insane ont- 

TN bursts of emotional frenzies called 
wars, These wars are invariably 

E caused by a few, and then fought by 


the many. They are the result. of 
ihe selfish, opportunistie and corrupt 
32. thinking of an older generation; vet 

they are fought hy the younger опе, 
Pa which is forced to sacrifice its life 

amd ideals to uphold the estahlished 
t order rooted in glaring injustice, ra- 
cial animosity, social matadjustment, 
and the lust for power. What else but 
the grand Ethies of the Wisdom of 
the Ages can ever hope to put an end 


‚э: to this stale of allairs? Who else 

hut the Youth of the day—in collab- 
Pe oration with those older people who 
are youthful in spirit amd outlook— 
i can ever bring about that change? 


Youth is eager to find a solution, 
practical and simple—not an all-cure 
, working over-night-—to Hs personal 
0. harassing problems: emotional un- 
balance, sex drive, abysmal rift be- 
tween itself and former generations. 
the opportunity to be heard in the 


CU councils of the people, the validity of 
uu Religion, if any; it wants to discover 
B whether it is worth trying lo hecome 
5. and to grow and to achieve, in a world 
| where ihe latest scientific inventions. 
prostituted to hase and infernal ends 
| hy entrenched monopolies, are apt 


to mow them down any time, leaving 


their tasks and their aspirations un- 
done. 


let these questions he asked here 
and now of any and every student of 
Theosophy: Does our average public 
meeting answer these problems? Does 
our average study-group offer a solu- 
tion? Does the main bulk of our stau- 
dard literature present a guiding 
thread out of the maze of confusion 
the average young person, boy or 
girl. finds himself in? Let any student 
answer this with candor, honesty. 
sincerity. without “vested interests” 
or “thonght monopolies” of a quasi- 
theasophical kind, and with evidence 
in hand convincing enough for the 
young people to grasp and under- 
stand, 


There is very little doubt. in the 
mind of some progressive and for- 
ward-looking students that the meth- 
ods of our Theosophical work should 
he streamlined to the needs of a 
rapidly changing world. The leach- 
ings of Theosophy remain the same 
throughout the ages; bul their pre- 
sentation must of necessity change 
from generation to generation. short 
of becoming out-dated and useless. 
Unless adapted to the mentalities of 
the younger people, who are the 
builders of the immediate future. 
these presentalions hecome part of an 
pulgoing era and are swept away with 
the era itself. 

it is of great interest and of the 
deepest value to discuss at length in 
a circle of profound thinkers the 
intricacies of Hounds. Root-Races, 
Cycles and Hierarchies. М provides 
a keen intellectual and spiritual grali- 
fication to enler into the mysteries 
of the doctrine of Maya. of Sual- 
hava, of the Void or the Fulness, or 
the succession of Вий ағ and Bod- 
hisativas. And it is nat only possible. 
hut factual, that certain rare young 
people may be deeply captivated by 
such studies. [t is, however, a matter 
of fact that teachings of this kind 
belong to the profundities of the 


ee — 


eee M 


Esoteric Philosopliy amd are no mare 
fil for the consumption of most xoung 
minds, intent. on. finding a living. 
vital solution to the nresent-day prob- 
lems, than are the intricacies of quad- 
ratic equations and the theery of 
vectors useful material for the vram- 
mar school. And yet if is precisely 
what many students of Theosophy 
attempt іо do when discussing the 
Wisdom-Relizion with voung people. 
Their minds are fascinaled of course: 
what mind would not he! "Fleir in- 
nate courtesy may dictate fo them lo 
listen to the eud without interruption. 
But the net result of this misapplied 
and werongly-timed effort at instruc- 
lion is a Feeling of frustralion on the 
part of the voung mind who has heen 
made to feel how insignificantly small 
he is as compared with the alleged 
great knowledge of the instructor, 
and huw little has really heen said 
about that harassing moral or psycho- 
logical problem with which he or 
she came to the meeting. seeking 
help and guidance from а Theoso- 
hist! 

And vet we are wondering every 
dav just exactly why do we have so 
few young people in our midst. and 
rhy do they not. ron around wildly 
shouting about Theosaphy From the 
houseteps ! 

But we eon atlraet their attention. 
We ean mobilize their deep and last. 
ing interest, We сап enlist their co- 
operation and fire their enthusiasm 
and guide their unfolding. thought. 
АН we need te do in order to achieve 
this is to meet them half-way. lọ 
break our own theosophical moulds 
of mind, to contact Lhem on their own 
ground and to talk to them in their 
own language. trying to remember 
that we can be young with them. and 
that Youth, after all. is not solely a 
maller af physical body. but a state 
of mind and an attitude of heart as 
well, 

The simplest wav to approach the 
Youth of today is by means of mod- 


ern seience with ite discoverirs verp- 
ing on aml sometimes even. eutering 
the domain of the Occult; as well as 
voicing in scientific language certain 
definite truths of Occultism. Another 
approach is by means of simple. uaj- 
versal. cllical ideas. apolical:le to the 
building of a beller world for all 
men. These two approaches meet the 
veung mind half-way. 


It is of imperative need that we 
realize Uthat the present-day Youth is 
not the depraved. ir moral. delimquent 
cart of a erowe. ihat has lost. all 
mooring mied is rushing te ils ulti- 
male doom. which we “oldsters” have 
foretold them anyway. don't vou see! 
This is a bugaboo created hy our 
alnbhorn nnvillingness 10. see any- 
thing hut our own crystallized view- 
point. the result of our mental arterio- 
sclerosis which makes us opposed to 
all ehange. 


We fail to see the ohvious fuct thal 
the only. permanent thing in the Uni- 
verse is Change. Youth docs uot fail 
to see. И, TE not only sees it. bot it 
attempts fo do something about it, 


Hence the clash of ideas and view? 


points. Hence the misunderstandings. 


Н has been the invariable experi- 
ence of the present writer that voung 
people of today are far more keenly 
aware of the fundamental principles 
of right and justice. as absolutely 
necessary factors of a nobler civiliza- 
tion te Бе. than are the people who, 
after almost a fife-time spent in The- 
asephical studies. are even today 
constitutionally unable ta overthrow 
their own religious. political aud 
economie predilections. and 1o be- 
come free workers for the Cause of 
human Freedom and Peace. 


The present writer has found, after 
hmg and careful observation, that the 
alleged “depravity” of inodern youth 
is mainty revolt against old-fash- 
іопе traditions. fostered by moss- 
backs whore entire internal economy, 
pevchological and imental, is rooted 


in the Middle-Ages and is steeped 
even loday in the soul-stupef ving the- 
ological nightmares of a dead era. 
The Karman for this state of alfairs 
inheres with those who have been the 
originators and the upholders of these 
psychological perversions. and not in 


e those who are desperately trying to 
Е rise above them into ihe sunlight of 
bas Truth. 

i 

А. The “a-moral’ characteristics of 


some young people are simply the 
result of the fact that they have found 
out the emptiness of out-dated tradi- 
tions, from which the spirit has long 


Е led. Unable to find as vet a new 
code of ethics slrong enough to sus- 
dee tain. them through the stormy years 
of life, refusing to he guided by 
j ' ideas upheld hy their eldera who have 


brought them and others to the un- 
j godly mess they find themselves in. 
and lacking adequate Leadership. they 
take temporary refuge in a state ot 
Aa mind which seems io be devoid of 

ethical ideas. This is not so. Модене 
i Youth may be wndisciplined. lt may 
lack restrained. discrimination and 
often even integrity. But closer ob 
servation reveals that many voung 
people have a far keener apprecia- 
T tion of right and wrong, and. far 

nobler plans for the future of all 
E men, than have heen shown by gen- 
erations of people whose principle 


‚ weapons of alleged culture have been 
for the most part armed invasion, 
` rape, pillage. trallic in narcotics. eco- 
Peers nomic exploitation of underprivil- 
eged, and a systematic distortion of 

ie facts through cunning propaganda. 
à Youth does not want any of this, Can 
you blame it? Whal decent mati or 
LE woman would not agree with them? 
uv © À simple presentation of the basic 
. teachings of the ageless Wisdom: 
vo Unity and Causation, Human Solid. 
arity, Karman and Re-inearnation. 

› 


Duality of the Mind, Essential Di- 
М vinity of every Man. the [nter-rela- 
tion of all that lives.—illustrated by 


appropriate scientific discoveries of 
today invariably appeals to the young 
people. Analogies drawn from daily 
life. from surrounding events, fram 
their own problems. tend to clinch 
the point in their minds. and produce 
on them the impression that Theoso- 
phy is a diving force applicable Lo 
the world of today, not a dry-as-dust 
intellectual theory drawn out af the 
casket of a dreary past and vicar 
iously re-vitalized. 


We must invariably remember |f. 
P. Blasatsky à unequivocal statement 
in The Key to Theosophy: 


“Eng. But surely the T.S. does not 
stand altogether aloof from the social 
questions which are now so fast com- 
ing to the front? 

“Theos. "l he. very principles of the 
T.S. are proof that it does net—or, 
rather, that most. of its members do 
паи stand aloof, H humanity ran 
only be developed mentally and spirit- 
ually hy the enforcement, first of all, 
of the soundest and most seientifie. phy- 
stological laws, it is the bonuden. dat 
of ail wha strive for this development 
to da their uimast do see phat those 
laws shall be generally carried) out, MI 
Theosophists are only too sadly aware 
that, in Occidental countries especially, 
the social condition of large masses at 
the people renders it impossible for 
either their bodies ar their spirits to be 
property trained, so that the develop 
ment of both is thereby acrested. As 
this training and development is one of 
the express sbjeets. of. Theosaphy, the 
T.S. is in thorough sympathy and har- 
mony with all true efforts in this di- 


rection.” (pp, 232-33.) 


Hf the Theosophical Movement. is 
to Hive into the Future. it must do so 
through the Youth of today in eol- 
laboration with older people. To be 
able to so. it has to streamline its 
methods, simplify the presentation of 
its leachings, and carry then 10 young 
minds and hearts with an enthusiasm 
born of profound conviction and sin- 
cerity. It is either that or a Theasephi- 
cal Church. wherein the priesthood 

“rue and faithful to established ira- 
dition” will have supplanted the Liv- 
ing Fire of an ever-imfolding "ruth. 
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FIRST THINGS FIRST 


NEWTON WEBER 


T am trying to be a Theosophist. 
The first thing 1 have learned is the 
truth of the doctrine of the brother- 
hood of man. The most basic reality 
is that all inen are one. that Divine 
Mind cereales. permeates, and directs 
evervibing iu the universe. visilide or 
invisible. God is in aM, through all. 
is all, and other than Him there has 
never heen anything, nor will there 
ever he, 


Е knew now that when 1 harm an- 
ather hy thought. word. or deed. 1 
harm myself. aud all men for 1 am 


inseparably part of the whole. My 


indifference to the welfare, social er 
spiritual, ef my fellow man can те 
sult in nothing but social or spiritual 
poverly for me. 1 must he concerned 
for the happiness of all men. for 
therein. can be my опік real joy. 
These things T know herause the 
Great Teachers have taught them. and 
lived them. and Life itself. supporte 
the truth of them. 

| believe that the Supreme Intelli- 
сепсе has work for me to do and 
which no other living individual can 
do for me. That work, whatever it 


necessary instrument through which 
the Self expresses itself on this phy- 
sical plane. 1 am indeed grateful 
for this hady and for the eucrgsy with 
which the Creator supplies it. | cam 
not nHord to indulge in practices 
which impair in any way the elfective 
functioning of this instrument. for 
thereby | am defeating Lo a ilegree 
the fulfillment of the Bivine pur 
pases. Since 1 believe in the brother- 
heod of man. 1 know that each irn- 
dividual has his task to perform. even 
as [. So f take сате, then, not to en- 
vouraee him in any indulgence which 
will interfere with the harmoniens 
fimetioning of his faculties. fait seek 
constantly te inspire hin t9 new 
heights of achievement. 


Always 1 turn in nraver aud medi- 
lation to the Father of Lights. to ask. 
not for the Га пене of selfish de- 
sires nor maleria] possessions, but 
for wealth in terms of love, wisdom, 
humility. courage. understanding. 
patience. and compassion. These 
riches are the keys lo the Kingdom 
ef Heaven and without them one 
must remain forever outside the gates. 


i may be, is a part of the overall plan These are the a.u.c.’s of Theoso- 
for the perfect universe which exists thy. Until į understand them and 
| in the Mind of the Great Engineer, PU them inta action, the deeper and 
1 Ы - Li * Li L a Я 1 = 1 Y 

| My first duty in this life is to strive more complicated teachings would 
К 10 discover mv part in Mie whole pic- he of as hule importance io me as 
| ture. and to suberdinate at апу cost 1 would be to the world without prac- 
| selfish. personal desires whieh run Ucing what f have already under- 
| rounter to the will of Gad, and which stood. 


тах hamper my efficiency in carry- 
ine out the Divine Work. 

1 know that my body is not the 
real Self, bat I realize that it is a 


“Let us then be up and doing; 

With a heart for any fale; 
Süll achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn 10 labor and to wail.” 


"Me «ho does not practice altruism: he who is not prepared to shave his fast morsel 


with a weaker nr parer than himself; he who neplects to help his brother man. of what- 
eye race. nation, or creed. whenever and wherever he meets suffering. and who turns a 
Heat ear to the ery of hunan misery: ће who hears an innocent person sandered. whether 
a brother Theosophist or not, and does not undertake his defense as he would nndertake 
his own—is no Theosophist.” ў 

— Quoted by Н. P, Blavateky in Lurifer, vol, 1, Nov., 1887, p. 169, 
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" Oheosophy Speaks’ 


PERSONAL KARMAN 


Tranteribed Radio Broudcas! of Jnnuary 30, 1944 
over Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Annoncer: “Theosophy Speaks!" 
“Light for the Mind — Love for the Heart — Undaritonding for the Intellect” 


In onr talk last Sonday on cHANACTER. HEREDI?Y and ENVIRONMENT, “Thevsaphy Speaks" 


brought out that the character af a тап is molded and conditioned hy his thoughts, feel. 
ings and nctions—and likewise. that he acts in direct accordance with his character. Tn 
other words, а man's character is ihe [rue expression of the development of his soul, We 
also said that while we discard the physical part of our. nature at death. our CHARACTER 
is deathless, and accompanics us throughout each life. and survives each death. 

Today, our scene te a private home, Five friends are visiting. Oue of them has told the 
group арии an accident to a numa friend... and а Theosophist present hax been ex- 
plaining that evervthing that happens to us is a link in the endless rhain of vavsr and 
ЕРЕЕСТ-— і thread by thread we weave onr awn destiny, Let's join them in their 


discussions... 


Tom: Do vou mean that we are 
responsible for everything that hap- 
pens to us—even accidents? 

Bruce: Yes, [ do. 

Hal: That interests me! Just how 
do you mean? 

Bruce: Well. the specific. word 
covering it is KARMAN—or as some 
prefer, клима. [te a Sanskrit word 
meaning: Action and Reaction —— or 


Cause and Effect. This natural law 


ts known to all physicists. inventors 
and chemists, as it is the common de- 
nominator of all phenomena, As 
we've mentioned before. Universal 
Laws affect every division, or king- 
dom, in Nature. including the human, 
And because we have failed to con- 
nect this Universal Law of Cause and 
Effect to Ше Пе of man. we tack 
moral responsibility. our sense of 
values is distorted. and so we hr- 
come inclined te blame others for 
our mistakes and shortcomings—and 
accidents, too. 

Tom: But isn't that because most 
of us are ignorant of this law of 
Cause and Effect? Indifferent 10 ii, 
perhaps? 

Bruce: It probably is. However, 
the Universe is builded upon and de- 
pends on, law. order and harmony. 
And when through ignorance. care- 
Jessness or viciousness we bring about 
DISORDER, the Laws of the Universe 
sooner or later ADJUST the unbalance. 


And this adjusting is what brings 
aboul suffering, struggle. disappoint- 
ment and pain, 

Rath: But doesnt Karma also 
mean retribution—reaning what we 
sow? 

Bruce: Yes it does. Ruth. Yuu 
see, since Nature is essentially har- 
mony and balance. anv disturbance 
must be adjusted. as Fve just said. 
If we harm another person, repent- 
ance cannol UNDO the wrong, Nature's 
law of harmony has heen violated, 
and the man responsible must restere 
that harmany in this. or another life, 
in this way. we not only reap WHAT 
we sow, but WHERE we sow, 

Hal: What do you mean? 

Bruce: Well. for instance — a 
farmer doesn't sow a crop of corn in 
—say. South County. and reap a har- 
vest of potatoes in North County! 
No. indeed. We meet the consequences 
of our thoughts. words and acts 
where we have sown Шет. Which is 
in OURSELVES—-and on EARTH. Loo. 

Ruth: Well, there certainly is 
nothing escapist about that, is there? 

Irene: 1 should say not. Seems to 
me it takes a great deal of moral 


courage to believe that. 


Bruce: You bet it does. You see. 
the human race is one great unit of 
beings, who are dependent upon each 
other for everything—and yel. most 
of our troubles. mistakes and sufler- 
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we have desire, 

can live unto and for himself alone. worked for. and either failed or suc- 
Tom: Selfishness and greed have ceeded in, during past Fives. 

always been at the root of most Rath: What vou are saying then. 

Wrollys. Broce, is that our troubles, problems. 
Irene: Why. we can be selfish tragedies, illnesses, bad Juck and su 


even when we are helping someone, forth, are past MISTAKES ін our lives 
if our motive isn't right. rising to the surface so we can work 


m А > FTH и? 
Ruth: Thats true. And some рео. them out, Isn't that it? 


ple use will power to make others do Bruce: Exactly. We make our 
wrong. Future by the way we live today. Пом- 


Bruce: Yes—-motive is of prime ever. our experiences and position in 
importance—and Karma always takes life are really of secondary import- 
il into consideration. Nothing we — ce. because they're valuable otv 
think or do, nothing we feel or say, lor what we can LEARN from them. 
is Lost—hut forms the (oundation The thing to look for and concentrate 
upon whieh we build our future Пуез. 9 is: How is this changing my CHAR- 

Irene: But don't you think that MCTER——and is it for the BETTER? 
resentment over life's inequalities and Tom: H seems Шеп that every- 
injustices is natural? There are so thing we do and think is really ime 
many cases where a good person portant. Гуе never realized that be- 
seems to be punished. aud a bad pere fore, Mast of us are of the opinion 
son rewarded, And it makes people thal we can get away with thiugs that 
hitter. nobody else knows about. 

Brure: No doubt about it. We Roth: And what а mistake (nat 
resent being unjustly treated. And ist Isn't it true that thoughts lead ta 
men are not going to do right unless — 2elions—actions to hahits—hahits to 
they see a HEWSON for it. There must Characters — and characters lead. 1» 
he a basis for ethics. destiny? 

Tom: Їз that why Theosophy is Brace: Tudeed it is and that's 
helping 1o spread the truths about мей ри. Ruth... Actually, we de 
Karman and Reincarnation? cide our own destiny һу our choice of 

Bruce: Yes. it is. When people alternatives which life presents. From 
realize that each individual is pers moment to moment we choose the 
sonally respansible—spiritually, more right or the wrong action. 
ally. intellectually. emotionally. and Hal: Um inclined to agree with 
even physically. for everything in his уоп, Bruce, but on the other hand 
life—and that in Universal Law aud there АНЕ times when some BIG event 
Justice. there is no such thing as a comes along and changes my whole 
PRIVILEGED being who gels something Tife, and f don’t seem to he in charge 
for nothing—and also that fortune any longer — it’s something bigger 
and misfortune of all kinds are ser. than i am. 
iNBUCED, their resentinent would give Bruce: But vou are in charpe 

way to understanding. Thread by nevertheless, When a ship is in а 

thread we weave our own destiny. storm al sea, the captain is in charge. 

Hal: D beliere that. Куе read If he doesn't retain control, the ship 
somewhere, too. that we forge the — is lest. And when te are in a stormy 
chains that bind us. period of our lives, we stand at the 
That's another way of helm and shape our future by the way 


ing slem from the idea that a man quences of what 


Bruce: 
putting it, Hal. You see, at each re- we act and react, then and there. 
binh. our badies, environments and Irene: iu other words, we are our 
characters are the unerring conse- own handiwork. 


10 


Bruce: Not only our own handi- 
work. but our own autobiography. so 
Io speak. We have the tools of destiny 
in our hands and we carve until we 
hecome a worthy temple for the Di- 


vinily within us, 

Hal: Well. if that’s so 
really an art. 

Bruce: Life is the Aighest art, 
Hal. 

Ruth: Thats a wouderful way 10 
look ai it. And so many of us FEAR 


life instead. [ts really foolish, isn't 
it? +. 


Life is 


Bruce: Sure it is. because we've 
all lived and died countless times. 
with more lo follow. and we've all 
made many mistakes, Actually, every 
effort we make raises our failures into 
lessons — and also transmutes every 
mistake into experience, 

Tom: And evervliody knows that 
experience is the purpose of life. 

Irene: Knowing that. it seems 10 
me that we should meet whatever 
cones to us wilh courage and under. 
standing, instead. of so much com- 
plaint, 

Bruce: Of course-—hecause even 
sorrows und tragedies carry their les- 
sous, and their henefits. 

Tom: in fact. they are blessings 
in disguise in the final analysis, aren't 
they? 

Irene: Well. the Chinese say so. 
[ think it was Mencius. the great ex- 
pounder of Confucianism. who said: 
"When Heaven is about to confer a 
GREAT OFFICE on апу man. it first dis- 
ciplines his mind with suflering, and 
his bones aud sinews with toil. It ex- 
poses him 10 want, and subjects him 
to poverty. [t confounds his under- 
takings. By all these methods, it stim- 
vlates his mind. hardens him, and 
supplies his incompetencies.” 

Tom: Thats very enlightening, 
Irene. I'm going to write that down 
and memorize it, 1 know f complain 
about obstacles whenever one con- 
fronts me—-but ilH help a lot to 
know that all hardships and obstacles 


are necessary to achievement and 
growth—hecause they make us TRY 
harder. i 


Hal: You know. its a slrange 
quirk in our viewpoint that ғо тапу 
of us wonder why "God" visits us 
wilh obstacles. troubles or tragedies 
—and vel we accept the good things 
and conditions of life as our just due! 

Ruth: That's rieht — we never 
question our good-fortune or happi- 
ness! 


Bruce: You know. some people 
think that Karma. or Cause and EF- 
fect. is an evil influence Ihat slands 
waiting lo strike а mar al the first 
favorable moment — forgetting that 
Karma also brings the good results 
and compensations—the rewards—of 
life, Karma is eur beucfactor, for Н 
never fails to mete out all compensa- 
оман it demands that the small- 
est Coon act or thought should bring 
reward. 


Irene: Гуе wondered why explan- 
ations about KARMAN were always 
about the higobrious aspects of life 
—the sad. the tragic things. Vin glad 
youre mentioning the brighter side 
fon. | 

Bruce: Well, just as Hal said. «e 
accept the good things as our just due. 
and don't sonder. about them. Its 
the sad and troublous things that 
mystify us. How many times have 
vou heard people ask: “Why should 
Hiis happen to ME—- what have | exer 
done In deserve this?” We сап he 
very sure that there 18 a reasun— 
even though we can't check hack into 
the dim past for it. “With what meas- 
ure ye mete. it shall he measured unto 
you again.” as Ihe Bible says. 

Hat: Then. even though we don't 
know way things happen or dont 
happen. we should look for the les- 
son that’s in them? 

Bruce: That's the idea. E think 
you'll all be interested to know, too, 
that Karma operates in three fields. 
First. in the body and in the circum- 
stances of life. Second. in the mental 
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part of our nalure, when trials of the passion. Since vou refused to leari 
mind are experienced, And тее, in diis Jesson with all of the so-called 
ed vuntages. perhaps you lE learn it 
without them. So in another life you 
are burn inte an environment of pov- 
erty, You KNOW now what it i$ lo 
be poor. downtrodden. and ill-con- 
sidered. 

Ruth: And that process goes on. 
1 suppose, until the lesson. of. com- 


the psschical or emotional nature. 

Hal: How about an example or 
two. Bruce? 

Brace: Well. а psvelical instance 
wight be this... A mau may be filled 
with hate for aud a desire to kill an- 
other. But before he can do so, the 
other dies. Thoughts. and desires, 
though. are ENERGIES and they become passion has been learned? 
more powerful as they approach. ex- Bruce: Yes. You see. we are given 
pression, In this ease. being deprived many eliuaces in our many lives to 
of its evil outlet. the dark torrent of grow and improve. 


hate turus back upon its creator. The Hal: Karma is also self-discipline. 
energy just cannot vanish inte thin isn't it? 
air, iL MUST produce an effect. even Bruce: lis. Sometimes when a 


though it is physically impossible. person is plunged From ane kind ol 
Aid in turning back on ita ereator {ife lo another. sav from luxury. to 
this bate has al least poisoned the privation, it is because the person's 
man's nature, He has altered his sori craves such a change. И senses 
character fov the worse. And al SOME the need of an adjustment from one 


TME he must painfully repair that extreme. to. another to — well. 10 
damage. You see. hate is just as stre iwthen character... even. though 
magnetic as love. the person outicardly resents this su- 


Tom: We don't realize the dy- called tragedy. So vou see. the faw 
namic forces we so idly and cares of Cause and EFFECT doesn't always 
lessly play with in lile. do we? mean the payment of a karmie debt. 
Karma is really a merciful law. 
whieh is our teacher, friend iind. sa- 
vior, We grow through Karma. be- 
cause we LEARN. 

Hal: Uve often wondered why so 


lrene: We also hear people зау, 
“Well, thats how 1 am—nothing can 
be done about it^ According lo what 
von've said, something cay he done 
about it—»x3vsr he done about it. . y À 
Bruce: When we obey these com. 20 of ws are frustrated in the 

maids of our lower nature. we are things we АП ОЗ life. 
being mastered by a Fault or a weak- Bruce: Well. as | said before. 
ness. We're being a slave to some- theres a lesson. to he learned even 
in [rustration. We can be sure that 


thing small and mean within us. І 
Rut And that isn't intelli all the fortunate and nnfortunate con- 

f And that isn’t ev itelli- is : А : 
NU m га Wr even HUEUT ditions and happenings in our lives 

gent, or ull, we тег ar, PEDE ; Atene 
gent er alt, We do fave an нег. wea oxo (qo us — because we've in- 


better self who could take commaud.— 4,5 them from ourselves! Aud we 
І Hal: How ahout another example, рахе them because THROUGIT them we 
Bruce? lave the opportunily to grow. So, in- 

Bruce: Well. say that in a previ- stead of wasting time and energy in 
ous life vou were very ricli—and you resentment, self. pity or whining. we 
spent your time im rietous living, should accept theim fearlessly as our 
with never a thought l'or the unfor- very own, analyze them for the hid- 
lunates. lu fact. vou despised them, den lessons in them, and then work 
booted them if they sot in your way, bard lo learo, Finally we'll be rid 
and so forth, И is evident that you of them—because nothing lasts for- 
need the lesson of kindness and com- ever. 
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Tom: Tt seems to me that some Bruce: Love, harmony, compas- 
other things we have to get rid of ате sion, discipline. justice. growth, un- 
uncharitahle criticism and condemna- selfishness, and brotherhood, 
lion of others, irresponsibility and in. lead to the Perfect Man. 
difference, Ruth: But is it really possible to 

Bruce: Well when all is said become perfect. Bruce? 
and done, life is a school--a long Bruce: Life is full of dignity 
course of education —with a large list and. beauty. Ruth. and a man can 
of subjects to he learned; chiefly; im- work toward this Perfection because 
selfishness. self-masiery. self-control, he is MASTER of his own destiny. aud 
self-knowledge. and self-salvation. can make of himself whatseerer he 
We'll be free of struggle, pain, pov- milfs. No heights are Unreachable. 
erty and frustration as soon as we — Unerring Justice balances all things 
learn our lessons from them. and Hive as the eveles nnroll, so we can safely 
in conformity with Universal Laws. — leave the results. of our efforts to 


Irene: What are the Universal Divine Law. 
Laws, Bruce? 


These 


LAST THOUGHTS BEFORE SLEEP 


Many students have asked: How is it that our last Ihoughts hefore sleep- 
ing are carried on more or Jess positively during the sleep state? 

It is the permanent re-incarnating entity who does the thinkingt!) and 
not the personal man functioning through the brain mind. The positive action 
of thought which enlarges its contacts is of quite a different order (rom that 
of the automatic and negative repetitive correlation of impressions received 
while awake. though these Jatter are what is generally sensed in the semi- 
conscious dreaming state. 

There is another indication of this in the apparent resalt of purposeful 
thought: if the personal entity polarized the mind in the form of a definite 
question of the right kind. the reincarnating entity would react to it, and 
transmit an answer in the form of an impression which the brain could receive 
and translate, 

The complexities of the constitution are so enormous that it is impossible 
to trace them, but it is possible to get a general understanding of the processes 
when we realize the various interpenetrating radiations of the Principles in 
their seven-fold divisions and degrees of evolution on and through the central 
and underlying point of SELF. One can see iben that the plane to which our 
human self-consciousness reaches will react on the waking miud as the result 
of its previous polarization and direction. 


—L.B. 


The truest happiness is to be found in the deep interior study of the great 
mysteries of nature and life, seeking thus to find the best manner in which 
the soul may express itself, and in a constant fulfillment of this manner when 
found. If they can be taught to see and feel this and Ibe true meaning of it. 
the work is done. Labor, therefore, faithfully to accomplish this in yourself. 
for we сай teach others only what we ourselves know. and this knowledge is 
one with experience. The divine light burns for al]: take your part of it and 
jHuminating first your own heart, the power will then he yours to illuminate 
others. Remember, words аге not needed. In the silence these things are done. 


—4Attributed to William Q, fudge. 
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DEEP THOUGHT — DETERMINED ACTION 
DICK CUTTING 


fThese excerpts from a fetter are published here 
un account of their intrinsie ethical value.—Ed.) 


... Ав long as we try in whut we 
earnestly and intelligently. believe to 
be the right direction, all is not lest. 

To have given up...to say: “l 
don't care" ,,, "What's the use”... 
“What does it matter”... іх Hie worst 
of man’s shortcomings. 

We simply cannol withhold our 
support and constructive ellort in the 
presentation of tlie Work of the Mas- 
ters simply because our hearts are 
temporarily discouraged at some tran- 
story diflicully in the dissemination 
of Theosophy, Fach member of the 
T.S. is iu a given state of develop. 
ment as is every member of the hu- 
man race at large, Errors in judg 
ment, resulls short of tlieir objectives, 
are sure to occur as the handling 
af Theosophical matters procedes 
throughout the coming years. 

One thing is certain: there are по 
mistakes wliere there is no effort, nor 
is there the slightest modicum of 
progress either. Thought. first. and 
aclion to follow... action and more 
action. in correspondence to prior 
thoughtfulness, This could well be 
the key-note of activity for all of us. 
So much of our evolution depends 
upon an expressive combination of 
these two factors. Thought and ac- 
Hon... out of al! action and think- 
iug some míte of knowledge is sure 
lo follow, aud it is this resultant 
knowledge and wisdom accumulated 
through experience that makes it pos- 
sible for us to go ever onward, along 
the path of inner and outer develop- 
ment, 

There is nothing new about this. 
But it is necessary we think along 
these lines now and then to revitalize 
our perspectives. lt is better to make 
mistakes than to sit back on a cushion 
in a comfortable room and do noth» 
ing. All progress involves errors and 
corrections . . . thought and action, 


and new reflection and new trials. 
Each of us can learn from his own 
mistakes in judgment and thinking. 
Only the coward is afraid to pay for 
them. 

Be vlad to pay the Karma for a 
momentary deficiency in Wisdom in 
the carrying out of a certain action. 
the result of which may not. have 
been as satisfying as ib might have 
been. Pay for it gladly... learn 
from it...and be paid also. The 
Karma of the future is like the prob- 
lems you are facing today, You 
created the difficulties aml pleasures 
ef the moments occurrences. Any 
difficulty you face of your own or 
react to in others’. is of your own 
doing. The very fact thal you may 
he conscious of diserepancies in the 
world of action about you is a sure 
sign that you are wilnessing a sceite 
in which vou were once before either 
a spectator or an actor. 

Se. what's to be done? Simply 
this, Plunge right into the thick of 
life where the swirl of action is fast, 
unquiet, troublous aud agitated. Do 
your very best to pat into action the 
teachings of Theosophy. Fry... any- 
way. No progress was ever made 
without the valor of some soul «lio 
had the courage to try to make things 
better. and take on the Karmic cmi 
sequences thereof, Such are often 
branded by the world of today as 
"radicals." The Avatara Jesus was а 
“radical.” Be а radical Theusophist, 
then, Be a doing Theosophist ... he 
a thinking Theosophist. fry... and 
take the load on your shoulders and 
carry it, and never let it fall through 
inertia, 

As Dr. G. de Purucker so aptly 
said: “Begin, and more than half the 
battle is won. Continue, and not only 
is the Бае won, but new victories 
are assured," 
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THOUGHTS BY 


The Wayfarer had heen sojourn- 
ing for some tiine in a great city, com 
sumed by a profound Nostalgia, gen- 
eraled by the Individualism — Pas- 
sions—Confllicts found on every hand. 
Rugged individualists, blocking the 
front of the biusses, prevented others 
from passing to vacant spaces in the 
rear. Passions running riot, as shown 
by erime stories in the daily news- 
papers. Conflicts of thought and 
deed. shown on every hand hy state- 
ments and actions of specific groups 
of individuals, reiterating their nE- 
MANDS, as if they were the only ones 
worthy of any consideration in life. 


With the complete uncencern of a 
Wayfarer along the Highways of 
Life, all these events could he looked 
on impartially and with curiosity, 


]t was noted in this particular 
Concentration. Camp. which is really 
what our large cities are. that on 
lips and in print, two words were 
constantly bheing used. They were 
WAR and PEACE. The use of the former 
word seemed to be waning, while the 
use of the latier one was waxing. 
Listening to the aimless pratiling of 
the people, one gathered that the 
World War was coming to its close, 
and that on this account PEACE. by 
some unknown Alchemical or Magi- 
cal means, would automatically take 
its place, without any effort on the 
part of the peoples of the World to 
so bring it about. The city's multi- 
tudes, racing about their personal 
affairs, seemed convinced that this 
concept was a fact, Phrases like “Busi- 
ness as Usual," “Reduced Taxes,” 
“Unlimited Gasoline," and many 
others, were heard on all sides. 


Filled with a desire to come up for 
air, for awhile, The Wayfarer wan- 
dered to: the center of the city's 
largest park, where an illusion of 
separation from. urban surroundings 
was to be had, inasmuch as nothing 
could be seen but trees and a reason- 
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able facsimile of a countryside. The 
immediate effect of this was PRICE 
tfelt in the Heartl, when formerly 
the effect was that of war (felt in 
the Mind). This fact alone. would 
seem to indicate thet War is а mat- 
ter of Congestion: of Humanity, 
while Peace is a matter of the Tran- 
quility of Nature. This of course 
simply compelled the consideration of 
the fact that PEACE—HEART— NATURE 
and WAR — MIND — CITY, eonstiluted 
two natural Trinities, that contained 
within themselves the solution of the 
problem of Peace versus War. 

The malter was now getting inter- 
esting. and as there were no noisy 
and hurrying human beings around, 
to agitate mentally. aud plivsically 
the thought waves, it could be fol- 
lowed through. Inasmuch as. when- 
ever we establish one of the nalural 
Triads of life. we can keep on tran- 
sposing them to other terms. and in 
this way alone often solve apparently 
imsolvable problems. the next step 
was to reduce or transpose the last 
two Triads oc Trinities given. Doing 
this we obtained reACE—SIMPLICITY 
—NATURALNESS aud WAR—COMPLEX- 
ITY—ARTIFICIALITY. At once the only 
method hy which Peace can come to 
a stricken world.. and War he pre- 
vented in the future, is unrolled he. 
fore us. A simple. natural life. such 
as found in the country. promotes 
Peace, A complex. artificial life, such 
as found in cities, promotes War. 
This brings us to the point that апу 
Peace Conference should he held in 
ihe open. in the country. and the 
participants should be those with a 
love of nature and not those addicted 
to city life. Farmers never made a 
war, City Dwellers made them all. 

Monar:—Tranquilitty of the Hu- 
man Меаг! must supplant the Rest- 
lessness of the Human Mind. in order 
that Peace may supplant War. 

And that’s just Wayside Theosopliy. 

The Wayfarer, 


Hae S Turney 
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.AN INTERESTING SUGGESTION 


In connection with the subject of increasing the circulation of “The- 
osophia,” and making it more valuable as a means for the dissemination 
of the Ancient Wisdom. the suggestion was recently made to devote entire 
issues of the magazine, at least From time lo time, to one specific subject. 


Such important and basie teachings of Theosophy аз, for instance, 
Cycles. Karman. After-Death States, Universal Brotherhood, Ancient 
Civilizations. Psychic Powers. ete, might be represented by a few simple 
but informative articles. and by suitable reprints of especíally valuable 
passages bearing on such. subjects from the pen of П. Р. Blavatsky, 
W. Q. Judge. С. de Purucker, or other not-easily accessible sources. 


The Editors would like to hear it this connection the opinions and 
wishes of our subscribers and Friends. Is it worth trying? Do our friends 
feel that such a policy will adi to the value of "llieosophia^?. Will they 
want to secure a few additional copies of such issues. to interest other 
people in specific Theosophical teachings? The Editors would welcome 
the suggestions of all those who may give attention to this notice. 

—Hditors, “Theasophin.” 


SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES 
Theosophical Center, Fourth Ave. and Olive $t, San Diego 3, Calif, Jackson 1740 
Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons — 2:00 o'Clock 
GENERAL TOPIC: GOD AND THE EXPANDING UNIVERSE 


Chairman: Earle Hustler 


July dst — Panel Discussion — Mrs; Margaret Daun, Miss Edith Brittain, George Simpson. 


July. 8th — “Conceptions of Deity” — Clarence Werner (Covina). 

July 15th — “Spiritual Trends in Modern Science” — Boris de Zirkel. 

July 220d— "ur Universe and God" — Donald Prey and Daniel Peterson, 

July 20 — "ls Man a Part of the Universe?" — Guest Speaker: Prot. Harry C Stein 


meta. State College, and Mis, Constance Tastler, EFS. 


GENERAL TOPIC: REVIEWS OF PROGRESSIVE BOOKS 
{астан Mrs Mora Forbes 
August. 3th — Mrs, Dorothy Friend, 
August 12th — Mr. К, C, Clemeshaw (Covina), 


August 19tli — Mrs, Inez H, Comparet. 
August 26th — Dr, Howard В, Hard, 


Books are to be announced later, Watch the daily papare. 
Lotus Circle for Children (Theosophical Sunday School), directed by Miss Edith Brittain, 


assisted by Miss Rose Schneider, every Sunday, at 10:30. A.M. 


For information on all Theosophicnl activities in Son Diego, consult Harold W., Dempsiar, Regy- 
iongl Vice-President, 3131 McCall Sr, San Dlega 6, Coli, Bayview 6839 (or Franklin 3131 


daytime). 
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ix GOTTFHIED DE PURUCKER 

А Leader of the Theosophical Saciety, 1929-1912 

! "To bring peace io men, 10 give them оре, to give them light, to show them the way 

i out of the inlricate maze of material existence, to bring back to one's fellow-men ihe 
x knowledge of their own essential divinity as a reality—is pot that a sublime work?” 
j —Golden Precepts of Esotericism, p. 168. 
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The World of Tomorrow — A Challenge to Youth! 
BORIS DE ZIRKOFF 


There is a tide in the affairs of 
men... 

There is hidden and potent guid- 
ance tn the seeming maze of human 
unfoklment, a golden. thread of in- 
telligent purpose, whieh runs wn- 
hrokeu through the rise and fall of 
ithe tides of civilization, the ebb and 
flaw of man’s creative Thought.... 

ilistory is hut an endless succes- 
sion of awakenings through which 
man passes from relative darkness in- 
to a relatively greater light. reaching 
out, often with гау and indecision, 
sometimes with strength and convic- 
tion, towards ever widening horizons 
and ever receding vistas of potential 
achievement and Truth, 


From bitter hatreds, selfish ex- 
ploitation, and parochial molds, man- 


‘kind is slowly rising through the ages 


towards those universal, workd-en- 
compassing, soul-satisfying Ideals 
which sooner or laler are destined 
with the inevitability of Karmic des- 
tiny, to hind the Human Race into 
global solidarity and lasting under- 
standing. 

We, who stand today aghast wil- 
nessing the surrounding devastation, 
hearing the human cry for help and 
surcease of sorrow, cannot be so 
hlinded by the immediate horror of 
the day, as to lose those distant 
spiritual perspectives against the 
backdrop of which mankind is mov- 
ine through a world-wide revolution 
of thought towards the Mystic Portals 
of a nobler Era, 

This is the moment in history when 
all constricting nationalisms, all men- 
tal and moral isolationisms, must 
vanish from the collective mind of 
the human race, Far above and be- 
yond the mere political issues, which 
are but; д temporary aspect of the 
workings of human consciousness, we 
must rid ourselves, as a race, of our 


inveterate lust for mental exploita- 
tion, for the moral oppression af 
those weaker than ourselves, amd for 
the distortion cf truth through tun- 
ning ways so insidiously suggested 
by our selfish minds bent upon per- 
sonal] power at all cost. 

The conflict in the outer world 
will not cease until the worst of these 
tendencies have heen relatively erad. 
icated, for there is no room for them 
in a World which is One World. and 
among men who are all Brothers un- 
der the skin! 


In the secret heart of all human 
life there is a Divine Uree which ever 
cries out for new and fuller realiza- 
tion. Tt is the Elan Vital of Bergson, 
the vital leap forward ... the hunger- 
ing quest of the human heart for 
life. for life more abundant. 

That passion for life is the yearn- 
ing of every age and civilization. It 
demands expression, and its demand 
is imperious; it must be satisfied, 
come what may. Denied one form of 
expression, it seeks another. Thwarted 
along one line, it breaks out in am 
other. flistory is but the manifesta- 
lion of one or another form of this 
passion for life, behind which beats 
the Divine Urge of all Reing... 

And let us remember this: tf this 
passion for life finds no suitable 
channel in the civilization af the time, 
or the religious and social order of 
the time—that civilization anid social 
order will fail: do not doubt that! If 
worthy leadership is not forllicom- 
ing, sulliciently in touch with tlie 
broad masses of the people, and with 
the idealism of the best among them. 
the insatiable passion for life seeks 
satisfaction in outbursts of violence 
and brutality. 

Only that civilization which can 
lead the passion for life onward and 
upward can establish its claim lo the 
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future and to all the endless possi- 
bilities of that future. 


In tlie present era, it is not enough 
to provide for the needs of any part 
of mankind, of any group of men, 
caste or class. Human life, if it is іо 
be led to the heiglis of future achieve- 
ments, must be led, guided, saved as 
a whole, not in fragments. The only 
civilization which can possibly en- 
dure is the civilization which em- 
braces in its beneficent influence ev- 
ery child of the human race. To the 
extent to which any race or nation 
exhibits the festering sore of racial 
antagonism and animosity; to that 
extent if is deomed in the coming 
era and will have to yield its place 
in the Sun to another whose bonds 
of common humanliood and whose 
universal sympathies establish its 
claim to the future, in the era of a 
Federated Humanity. 


The world-wide conflict of the day 
is essentially a change of human con- 
sciousness, and the outward form 
which it assumes here and there 
around the world is hut a feeble anil 
inadequate manifestation of a great 
inner awakening of bolh mind and 
heart. Its very magnitude and depth 
are the primary reasons why il is 
апеей by torturing pangs, and the 
breaking up of a mental and psycho- 
logical prison-house wherein the soar- 
ing human consciousness can no long- 
er find an adequate home. 


From time to time there arise in 
history what might be termed Cli- 
macteric Cycles, They represent a 
convergence of many Karmic threads 
or lines of Karmic destiny, Such 
eycles are characterized by rapid and 
usually violent developments during 
which momentous changes take place 
within a short and crowded time. At 
such times, there is a breaking up 
of old molds, mental and physical. 
There is also the ushering in of new 
ideas, 


We stand today al stich a Climac- 
terie point. As is usually the case, we 
have with us on the stage of history 
“Men of Destiny” who are in the last 
analysis but focal points for the dis- 
tribution of delayed aud accumulated 
Karman. Whether destructive or con- 
structive, from our limited human 
point of view, these men are an in- 
separable part of the workings of 
Cosmic Law, which is also Cosmic 
Justice. Let it be clearly understood 
that behind the seeming confusion 
in the outer world there is intelligent 
and planned guidance, out of which, 
in due revolution. of seasons, there 
will arise the faint delineation of a 
new Continent of Thought. 

Civilizations come and go. Every 
civilization has its life-span and its 
definite mission to perform. And 
often the new type of civilization 
perminates and matures within the 
devastating downfall of the former 
one. 

What is Civilization? 

Surely it is nol the complex of de- 
vices, mechanisms and instrumental- 
ities by means of which we Jive, It 
is not the gadgets produced by the in- 
ventive genius of man's mind. These 
are no more than means to an end, 
often obscure and uncertain. 

Civilization is primarily the realm 
of spiritual and moral ends, of crea- 
tive factors as expressed in art, liter- 
ature, ethics, religion, philosophy, in 
educational and cultural pursuils, in 
the structure of the social order. It 
is the realm of the spiritual goals 
for which we live. 

Civilization is not made up of 
things. It is made up of values, of 
ideas. It is not what we use; it is 
rather what we are, 

Appraised in this light, the depart- 
ing order to a large extent stands self- 
condemned. Its outdaled motds of 
thought cannot house any louger the 
expanding consciousness of a new 
type of humanity. 


a AN VAM um Ex A E o er 
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Today, in the very thick of the 
turmoil, behind the gory headlines, 
far and ahove the lethal clouds. of 
human torture and often despair, 
sometimes in Ше very midst of the 
hell-fires of human hatred, there is 
dawning a grand realization. which 
only wilfully blind men will not see, 


It is the stirring realization all 
over the world that nations collec- 
tively, and men and women individ- 
ually, cannot live unto themselves 
alone, but must of necessity live as 
wembers of one human family. 

: Above the beating drums of elash- 
{пк hordes, above the roar of battle, 
and the hideous clank of mechanized 
murder, which silly slogans have ele- 
yated lo principles of conduct... we 
hear an overtone, the deit-motif of an 
approaching symphony, whose key- 
pole is Global Consciousness; the 
dawning recognition that ihe only 
way oul of the prevailing horror is 
to think, and to feel, and to act, and 
to build on universal. foundations, 
with a world-wide scope, one for all, 
and all for one. 

"Through storm and struggle, 
through the clash of divergent cur- 
rents of thought, through the pangs 
of birth and the growing pains of 
all things that change and unfold, 
there is being horn the World of To- 
morrow., If the spiritual and moral 
ideas now seeking manifestation find 
imbodiment in this new world; a new 
civilization will have its sway; a 
civilization. based upon the supreme 
spiritual, intellectual and ethical 
worth of the Individual, as an ime- 
gral and vital part of the collective 
Whole—Humanity. 

-In this World of Tomorrow a more 
genuine realization of human solid- 
arity on the global scale will have 
become a living reality. Universality 
of ideas, world-wide integration of 
mankind, vision, the search for the 
Greater Life, care for the under- 
privileged and the oppressed, the ex- 


ploited and the less fortunate, ideal- 
ism backed hy stark objectivity, the 
enthronement of justice, the fostering 
of peaceful and constructive ideas,— 
these are the very essence of the The- 
osophical Movement, Mark, there- 
fore, the surge forward of the The- 
osophical Movement in the world! 

The creative leadership of the ris- 
ing civilization belongs to the Youth 
of today. [n it is the promise of the 
immediate future. In its ranks are the 
men and women whose constructive, 
universal, integrating ideas will ce- 
ment the solidarity of the human 
race on lines of practical brother- 
hood and genuine fellow-feeling, and 
through the achievements of physical 
science when applied to purposes of 
peace and good-will. 


The task of the rising Youth is 
heavy. [ts responsibility is great. We 
inay well ask ourselves: Does it fully 
realize it? 

It lies in its power to put an end 
to the selfish exploitation of man hy 
man; to extirpate through powerful 
and just reforms the roots of social 
degradation, of abject poverty, and 
of hideous crime fed and upheld 
by class struggle and the power of 
wealth; to lift the masses all over the 
world to standards of education and 
of livelihood that will give them the 
necessary leisure to indulge in and 
enjoy the artistic, spiritual and noble 
intellectual pursuits of a fuller life. 
Tt is up to them to sweep out the Fast 
vestiges of a moribund materialism 
which brought us to the present 
chaos; to free men's minds (rom the 
soporifies of organized sectarianisin, 
wheiher religious or scientific, and the 
soul-stupefying regimentation bred by 
a commercial and utilitarian outlook 
on life, The ethical dignity of Man 
must be restored! 

For the solution of these proh- 
lems, individually as well as racially, 
the Youth of today can draw upon 
the spiritual wealih of the teachings 


— 


of the Ancient Wisdom. in an era 
diagnosed hy Wm, Q. Judge as being 
the era of Western ÜOccultism, The 
marvellous advances of scientific re- 
search and theory have brought mod- 
ern science to the point. where the 
chief postulates of oceull thought 
can be shown as being scientifically 
sound, and in harmony with the ris- 
ing scientific: conception of nature. 
This is an enormous asset, one denied 
lo former generalions, 

The essential Oneness of all that 
lives, the inescapable Causality um 
derlying all manifestations of Na- 
ture and the operation of all cosmic 
laws, the existence of super-sensuous 
worlds outside of our conception of 
space and time, the reality of the un- 
explored powers of the human mind, 
ihe exislence of spiritual agencies be- 
hind the processes of evolution, the 
illusory nature of the material uni- 
verse, the fundamental unity of 
energy and matter, the electromag. 
netic nature of aH phenomena of life, 
~-these and others are today scien: 
tically demonstrable postulates of 
ancient oceultism, upheld by the 
greatest living scientists, though ex- 
pressed in their own terminology. 

It becomes therefore self-evident 
why the Youth of today should. he. 
come familiar, at least in broad out- 
line, with the unifying philosophy of 
the Ancient Wisdom, and with the 
ethical precepts of the modern The- 
osophical Movement. The latter, its 
human fraillies and obvious mistakes 
notwithstanding, remains in this era 
the most serious movement of the 
age; and no forward-looking man or 


woman determined on building a 
nobler civilization for the many can 
allord to remain ignorant of its basic 
purposes and ideas. 


an ethical doctrine, a code o coti 
duct, a way ol living. Itis not solely 
an intellectual philusophiy, Therefore 
its teachings сопан at their very 
heart practical precepts and patterns 
of behavior which, if applied to the 
solution of our harassing social prob 
lems, can resolve them inte harmony. 
Aud it is precisely with these social 
problems that the mind of the pres- 
ent-day Youth is so greatly concerned, 

Theosophy is a philosophy of 
hope; it recognizes по ollice obstacle 
in the way of human progress. and 
growth: than our own self-made ig- 
noranee and innate inertia to change; 
these can and must he overcome by 
the application of the latent divine 
potentialities of every human being, 

Theosophy is also a philosophy of 
optimism. Its outlook on life, with 
its emphasis on the free will of ian, 
fashioning his destiny according to 
the uature of his ideals. is one of 
deep and abiding eptiurism---net that 
fatuous optimism that proclaims that 
everything is good and all is well 
with the world, but the kind which 
sees in tlie indomitable spirit of man 
a determination to right all wrongs 
and injustices, an optimism that 
senses, as the moving force behind all 
evolution, whether cosmic, social or 
individual, an irresistible power mov- 
ing for good in the vast drama of 
human life. 


The best way, in fact, 1 believe the only proper way hy whieh a Sertion ean grow to 
he self-rantident, self-reliant, aggressively active in "lieosophir dissemination, is by in- 
colcating at every turn the feeling: that the members in any Section must атту their own 
work and depend upon thenselves—~always united of course in unbreakable bonds of 
unity with the T, S. as а whale. In other words, the members of a Section must learn to 
shoulder responsthility and act upon it, T believe growth will come from this, and I inean 
the solid and enduring growth so alten symbolized by the oak, and 1 lave never favoured 
the were mushroom: growih which may be spectacular and rapid, but withstands no 


stats and endures no length of time. 


—From a Letter of G. de Purucker to the American Section 
President, April, 19431; reprinted from Section Bulletin Ne. Н, 


CYCLES AND NUMBERS 


ROBERT F. KERR 


The doctrine of Cycles is a most 
interesting, study to the mathema- 
tician, but to the uninitiated the 
seemingly unrelated aumbers which 
we run across are a maze of mis- 
cellaneous values which refuse spine- 
times even to be “round” numbers. 
Why should, for instance, ihe Mes- 
sianic Cycle he 2160 years and not 
au even 2000 or 2500 or, for thal 
matter, why should it not be sone 
other odd number like 2159? Why 
just 21607 

The Messianic Cycle of 2160 years, 
the Platonic year of 25.920 years. the 
Yuga-periods of 132,000, 861.000, 
1,296,000, 1,720,000, our year. of 
(about) 360 days give us a series of 
numbers which do not, at first glance, 
seem lo answer any set law, We 
would prefer, perhaps, that the “im- 
porlant" numbers should be 2500, 
10,000, 100, and so oni but when 
we come to examine the cyclic mnn- 
bers, we find what is perhaps a 
clue 10 their being what they are— 
not just one more, or five less. or 
multiples of ten, ete. After we have 
examined them we might even for- 
mulate a theory to show why these 
numbers are important in the Ancient 
Wisdom, 

Now, if the number 360 is broken 
down into ils smallest parts we find 
it is made up of two multiplied by 
itsel£ three times, limes three malti- 
plied hy itself twice, times five. Or, 
mathematically speaking, 360 equals 
2'x 3x5. Similarly, the other num- 
bers mentioned may be broken down 
as follows: 

f 2,160 equals 2'x 3 x5 
25,920 equals 2x 3'x 5 
432,000 equals 2'x 3' х 5 
864,000 equals 2° х 3x 5! 
1,296,000 equals 2 x 3' x 5 
1,728,000 equals 2" x 3' x 5' 

What have we discovered? That 


there is, at any rale, a definite con- 
neclion between the so-called “сусе” 
numbers. "ry this with any bomber 
apnearing їп your studies of the law 
of cycles and уси will, almost with. 
oul exception, find it to be a multiple 
of one or more of the three lowest 
indivisible numbers, 2, 3, ard 5. 

We have discavered something 
about the numbers, hut what con- 
chusions can we draw therefrom? 


Let us turn to a little elementary 
arithmetic. We think of the number 
10 as а very easy шше to handle—- 
possibly because we have len fingers 
to check ourselves һу, and also he- 
cause to multiply by 10 we add an 
"Q". But the mimber 12 is a much 
more useful one, for the simple rea- 
son that it can be divided into so 
тапу different parts. 12 can he di- 
vided by 2. 3, 4. and 6, whereas 10 
can only he divided by 2 and 5. 
is for this reason that a circle. is 
divided inte 360? and not a "round" 
figure of 350 от 100. 360 may he 
divided no less Шап twenty-1w0 dif- 
ferent ways, whereas a larger figure 
like 400 has only fourteen воке: 
It was a wise thing to measure time 
by dividing the day into 21 equal 
parts and the hour into бй minules 
since these two numbers also have a 
high number of divisors, or, in other 
words, they may be divided into a 
great number of different equal parts. 

Similarly, the number 720 has as 
great a number of divisors as any 
number up to 1000 and even con- 
siderably above it. We would natur- 
ally expect to find the same thing to 
avply to three limes 720 or 2,160— 
the Messianic cycle-number, also to 
six times 720 (or twice 2.160) which 
is 4,320 and so through all the cyclic 
numbers—and, indeed, this divisibil. 
ity is the property which distinguishes 


them. 


You wil! find the numbers 4, 3 
recurring many times in the cycles. 
432, you will note, is the same as 
three gross, or three times twelve 
times twelve which brings us back to 
that most useful of numbers — 12, 
which has the highest number of di- 
visors for its size of any in the book. 

Now let us consider what cycles 
really are. They are the vibration, the 
turning and returning, the periodic 
recurrence which H. P. Blavatsky 
tells us is “one of the absolutely 
fundamental Jaws of the Universe.” 
Cyclic periods are those at which cer- 
tain jntluences gain in power, many 
conditions become favorable and the 
elements of smaller cycles now begin 
to appear together in Ше turning of 
a greater cycle. 

If we are to assume that cycles 
are not chance-chosen periods, we 
must also assume that we are always 
and in every phase of our lives and 
on every plane of our being, subject 
to cycles of every possible periodicity 
or frequency. How then, does such a 
seeming “ jumble” of cycles ever “un- 
scramble” itself and make itself felt 
in the larger and still Jarger turm ' 
ings? 


If we are subject to cycles of every 
possible frequency, then a cycle will 
be ending, “something” will be hap- 
pening, and an influence will be felt, 
every second; another every two sec. 
onds; anotlier every three seconds; 
one every year, another every two 
years, anolher every three years and 
so on, according to which measure of 
time we happen to choose, 

Let us forget actual periods of time 
and say that there are some cycles 
that are one unit long, others two 
units, others three unils, etc., so that 
we have an unlimited series of cycles 
running concurrently, but of every 
possible frequency. 

We might demonstrate this in a 
practical way by taking a yardstick 
(see drawing) and looping on to it a 
tape or thread, attaching it first on 
the end and then at every inch mark, 
so that it hangs down like a Christ- 
mas paper-chain draped on a wall, 
Another thread is then allaclied at ev- 
every two inches, and another at every 
three inches, and во on until one 
final loop hangs down the full lengih 
of 36 inches, {н each hanging loop 
we see a cycle and the point where 
it is attached is the culmination of a 
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period when the influence of that 
particular cycle is again felt, 

As we look along the yard-stick 
we see that at the six-inch mark there 
are four cycles exerting their influ- 
ence—the one-unit cycle, the two-unit 
cycle, the three-unit cycle and the 
six-unit cycle. On the other hand the 
next mark to it—ihe seven-inch mark 
паз only the one-unit cycle and the 
seven-unit cycle ending there. The 
twelve-inch mark seems to be fes- 
tooned with loops, or cycles, al! cul. 
minating at that one point. At the 
other end of the yard-stick the 31” 
mark has but two loops while the 
36" mark has nine cycles ending 
there. 

If we had a Jong enough measur- 
ing stick divided into some 2500 
equal parts, we would find that our 
loops would concentrate themselves 
most strongly at the 2760 mark. Not 
2500, or 2159, but 2160—1he Mes- 
sianic Cycle period! 

Now of course the number of loops 
on our measuring stick, at any partic- 


ular point, is the same as the num- 
ber of divisors of that number. (in- 
cluding one and the number itself). 

And so we see that the cyelic num- 
hers seem to owe their importance 19 
the number of their divisors, and 
that certain larger cycles are a gather- 
ing together of the influences of 
smaller cycles, Given a long enough 
period of time and an unlimited var- 
iety of frequencies, the smaller cycles 
or vibrations will gradually syn- 
chronize themselves into the larzer 
cycles, with the combined inlluences 
of all of them making themselves felt 
at tlie one time. 

We would be interested to. know 
whether our readers feel this to he a 
reasonable deduction. [t has helpet 
us to understand that cycles are not 
random:chosen periods but are made 
up of smaller, more easily сопсеіх- 
able time-elements. 

Thus we begin to see that order 
comes out of seeming chaos and that 
Universal Law and not chance exerts 
itself on every hand. 


CYCLIC PERIODICITY AND THOUGHT-HABITS 


G. DE PURUCKER 


(The following excerpts are taken from personal letters written in 1935 һу our late 

Teacher to the undersigned, and verbal messages transcribed from stenographic notes. 
—-B, de Zirko.) 
.... Cycles come and go, and precisely because of this periodicity, there are 
cycles, at least what we term cycles. The cause of this periodicity in Nature 
is the existence of what might be called thought-habits arising out of thought- 
deposits, with which men and gods are involved. The Laws of Nature, so- 
called, are similarly to be explained, and are likewise of a cyclical character. 
The reason for the latter is the same, but the sweep and time-periods of 
:Nature's Laws are enormous when envisaged by us, little men. Reincarnation 
is an example of the human cycle essentially brought about by thought-hahits 
and thought-deposits, with affiliate energies, attractions and repulsions, to wit, 
Empedocles’ ‘hate’ and ‘love.’ 

No man need be subjected to enslaving or enslavement by any eyele, if he 
set his will and spiritual thought on higher things, for thus he rises above 
the thought-deposits, etc. Then he controls the cycles manifesting in human 
existence, and working automatically as it were. The Masters and high 
chelas do this and are to a great extent ‘superior’ or relatively in command 
of eyclical periods, and not their slaves, as ordinary, unenlightened and 
passional men are. 

Psychology is involved in this, individual and mob psychology. Just as 
civilizations rise and fall cyclically, and evolution proceeds similarly, as 
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evidenced by the teaching regarding root-races and their various sub-races, 
so do smaller cyclical events in human histury sweep multitudes into teme 
porary deliriums, leaving wise ones untouched. War, peace, civilization, 
barbarism, are therefore all cyclical—also great outbreaks of pandemic, 
diseases, etc. | ег 

The way to inaugurate а new cyele is to broadcast grand ideas, giving birth 
lo grand. ideals; if these сак on, nobler cycles come into being. and the 
evil ones die ош. because Ше multitudes react, refuse to he enslaved, no 
longer follow, Thus wars, psychological outbreaks of mob insanity, can be 
checked. cured. Jt is the principle well known by true astrologers, who are 
first and foremost trained theesophisis, or at least onght 10 be; and it can 
he expressed in the well known words: the stars impel, they do not compel! 

Thus we see how even inveterale, age-old eycles, though always dangerous 
and compeling to the weak, can be surmounted, worked against, and in lime 
hrought 10 a slop. One of the foremost teachings in this respeet is that mau 
has free will, reacting against environment, to wit, eyelical conditions, and 
having power to surmount them, Thus Fatalisur is nol taught in Theosophy, 
but Karman is, 

Finally, if war cycles should begin to flow upon us—if there are enough 
men and women to use their higher hough, superior to that of the cycles, and 
to employ their will for righteousness and brotherliood—-such cycles should 
not touch them, aud, although aronsing емгек hecanse of the multitudes, anl 
bringing about horrors here and there—the greater, bigger ant nobler 
Ihunen beings lead on and guide human destinies, leaving the tidal wave to 
How by, and spend its force. 


.... You are asking what may seem to you to be a very simple question, but 
yon yourself will sce, after а moment’s reflection, that it is an extremely in- 
volved one,.... The general rule is—and it is a wonderful key-—that the 
small repeats the great, that Ше little yuzas not only are included in the 
greater yugas, but repeat them on their own little scales. Example: ‘The 
present Fifth. Root-Race, considered as a whole, and including all its minor 
sub-races, whether great or small, is now in its Kali-Yaga, which hegan 
something over five thousand years ago, at the death of Krishna, and will 
last into the future for about 427,000 years. Keep in mind that this is the 
Kali-Yuga of the entire Root-Race, the great Kali-Yuga. 

Now, then, all the minor cycles or yugas of this Fifth Root-Race will, 
spine of them, be rising. and some of them be falling, and interworking with 
each other, and yet will all be subject to the great Kali-Yuga of the toot- 
Race, which has just begun, Thus, a minor yuga or race may he in ils youth, 
and rising to its Nowering, bul yet, becanse itis included in Ше great descend- 
ing Kali-Yuga, will, although having a sharp rise, be nevertheless subject 
to 1be general decline of the great Kali-Yuga. i 

Next, every minor cycle, great or small, included in the Hoot-Race, in its 
turn is septenary, and therefore has its own little kali-yuga, and in numerical 
relations is about the same. Just as the great Kali-Yuga is 432 thousand 
years Jong. so a little kali-yuza may be perhaps only 432 years long, or 
possibly 4,320, ог possibly суеп 43,200. The пап or Aryan Hace, which 
was one of the very first sub-races of our own Fifth Касе, is now in its own 
racial kali-yuga, in acklition to belonging to the Fifth Root-Hace, and there- 
fore of course belonging to the great Kali-Yuga of the Reot-Race. But it is 
striving to rise into [lowering again, and will do so in the future. 
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INTRA-ATOMIC ENERGY 


RICHARD H. CUTTING 


The orgy of human slaughter is 
about to end in a climax of man. 
strous destrietion. Harnessed by ihe 
cunning devices of modern Science, 
another occult potency of Nature is 
enslaved hy man and dragged down 
lo perform staggering acts of ini- 
quily. 

Even at this early hour, but a few 
days after the disclosure of Ше new 
weapon of “civilized warfare," anx- 
ious voices are being heard from the 
ranks of outraged humanity. To these 
we add our own, 

lt is an unconditional and em- 
phatic condemnation of wanton vio- 
lence, unbridled cruelty, promiscuous 
destruction; of its inliuman methods, 
shady objectives, and infernal hypoe- 
risy, on whalever side of the bypo- 
thetical "fence" it may be perpet- 
rated. 

We stand appatled before the spec- 
tacle of Science betraying its human- 
itarian mission to prostitute its in- 
ventive genius lo purposes of devas- 
tation, We are shocked at the sight 
of prevailing conditions which force 
top-men on the rostrum of scientific 
and “educational” institutians to per- 
fect murderens gadgets with which 
to viclinize fellow human beings іп 
our vaunled civilization. We wonder 
how Jong the conscience of these men 
will remain cuiescent! The Karmic 
Law never sleeps! 

The works of 1T. P, Blavatsky teem 
with warnings to those who in her 
and future limes would allow their 
selfish greed and lust for power to 
divert Nature's forces to low and de- 
grading ends. Every student of ihe 
Ancient Wisdom should consult now 
her amazing chapter on “The Com- 
ing Force," in The Secret Doctrine, 
Vol. I, pp. 551-566, wherein is out 
lined the discovery hy Jolm Worrell 
Keely of Philadelphia of what he 


called ihe “ctheric” force. Space pre- 
vents us from quoting here more 
than a few brief passages. 


"Па Keely been permitied to sur- 
ceed, he might have reduced а whole army 
їп atoms in the space of a few seeonils 
as easily as he reduced a dead ox to the 
sanie coudilion,... 

“IF the question is asked why Mr, Keely 
was not ане to pass a eertain limit. 
the answer is easy; because that which be 
has unconsciously discovered. is the terrilite 
sidereal Forre, known to, amid named. һу 
the Allanieans MAsI-MAR, and by the 
Aryan Rishis in their Айат Vidva by a 
name that we d» not like to give, lt is the 
eril of Bulwer Lytinis ‘Coming Касе and 
of the coming races of enr mankind. The 
name vril may be a fiction: the Force 
itself is ий fact doubted as little in India as 
the existence itself of their Rishis, since 
it is mentioned in all the secret works. 


“Tr is this sibratery Foree, which, when 
aimed at an army from ап Agni Rath fixed 
en a flying vessel, a halkion, according to 
the instructions found in Ashtar Vihm 
redured la ashes 100,000. inen and elr- 
phanis, as easily as it would a dead rar. 
It is allegorised in the Vishzn Реге, in 
the Ramayana and other works, in the fable 
about the sage Kapila whose gfance made 
a mountain of ashes of King Sagara’s 
60.000 sons, and which is explained in the 
esoleric warks, and relerre] te as the 
Kapilaksha— Кара Eve." 


"And is it this... destructive пдепгу, 
which, once in the hands of some medern 
Attila,.... would reduce Europe in a few 


days to ils primitive chaotic state with no 
man left alise to pell the tale—-is this fnree 
to become the common property of all men 
alike? 

“oe. The discovery in its (completeness 
ie Ву several qhousand—or shall we say 
hundred: thegsand?—years tue prematire. 
le will he at its appointed place aad tine 
ону when the great roaring Могу] of star 
vation, misery, and underpaid labour ebbe 
hack apain—as it will when happily at 
fast the just demands of the many ave 
attended to: when the proletariat exists 
hut in name, and the pitiful ery for bread, 
that tings throughout the world unheeded. 
has died away. This may he hasteneid һу 
the spread of learning, and hy new open- 
ings for work and emigration, with beter 
prospects than exist now, aad on some neo! 
continent tuit may appear, Then only will 
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'Keely's Mator and Force, as originally 
rontemplated by himself and friends, be in 
demand, heeause it with be more needed by 
the poor than by the wealthy.” 

It is of great interest to find Karl 
Н. von Wiegand, Dean of American 
Forcign Correspondents, writing in 
the Los Angeles Examiner of August 
9, 1915: 

"o. American. and. British super-scien- 
tists may be playing today with the pos- 
sible destruction of mankisd—and that of 
parts af the earth, or even the entire 
planet. 

“That is the frst appalling impression 
aud uneasy feeling created by the sensa- 
tional olicial announcement.. .. that na- 
ture's great secret of atomic disintegralian 
has been discovered and that an ‘atomic 
homl' has heen perfected, 

“It recalls vividly Atlantis the ‘Lest Com 
tinent. of the ancients, mentioned by 
Plato, the Greek philosopher: Herodotus, 
the great historian, and other ancient 
writers..... 

"According to ancient legends of the 
priesthood, the scientists of Ша age dis- 
covered a secret of nature which might 
have been that of atomic disintegration 
and arrogantly used that colossal power 
for selfish: and evil purposes. 

“The power got out of hand, turned on 
them, and sank the continent of Atlantia 
beneath the waters of the Atlantic in what 
is believed to have been the greatest 
earthqnake since the advent of man on the 
planeta... 

“Possession of such forces of destruction 
....could, in the hands of evil or even 
selfish political powers, completely master 
and dominate the warld and enslave all 
peoples. 

“h would be Utopian indeed to believe 
that such unlimited power will always re- 
main in ‘Good’ hands and be directed and 
exercised only by 'Gaod' hands.... 

“Vs the last of the Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse about ta ride upon this earth? 

“Whether one believes or disbelieves in 
these prophecies of the eventual destructive 
consequences of persistent evil and injustire 

and abuse of power on this earth, the dis- 
covery of the secret of such forces of 
nature as have ta do with the very existence 


of this planet and which are dedicated to . 


destruction, is not tranquilizing to the 
mind that thinks and reflects, 1 gives us 
no assurance of peare in the future.” 


The intra-atomic energies tapped 
by "modern Atlanteans” are not 
exactly those spoken of by H, P. 
lilavatsky—fortunately so; yet they 


are oue of their lower correlations on 


an inferior sub-plane, From various 
factors involved, we venture lo say 
that the so-called “atomic” forces re- 
leased at present are those of tbe fifth 
sub-plane of this our physical sub- 
stance, When we remember that they 
are used by men of the Filth Root- 
Race, heavily weighed down with 
Atlantean or Fourth Root-Race Kar- 
man, the implications and dangers of 
the situation should be self-evident to 
intuitive students of the occult. 


Spiritually-minded men like Keely 
himself would be dealing with bigh- 
potency akáshic forces, and fortun- 
ately enough would be utterly unable 
fin the present age) to teach others 
how to do so. Hence their secret dies 
with them. But our scientifie wiz- 
татів, of materialistic bent and of 
most doubtful ethical standards, re- 
sponsible for nlira-scientific develop- 
ments, would have access but to the 
lower modifications of astral ener- 
gies, maleria! enough to he caught 
in by gadgets, and to produce chem- 
ical reactions, and electronic phe- 
nomena. These lower correlations are 
not operated hy direct psycho-mental 
forces projected bv the will of the 
operator, but depend upon physio- 
chemical processes—hence ultimately 
upon certain mechanical devices, 

We are deeply convinced that the 
present age sees the birth of a New 
Era, and that sign-posts of spiritual 
re-awakening abound everywhere. But 
it would be wilful blindness to deny 
the existence of potent elements of 
extreme danger, which, if disregarded 
or ignored, might well bring about 
the complete ruin of the race. It 
is, therefore, of imperative necessity 
lo restore the supremacy of Fihical 
Values in a world gone mad with the 
lust of destruction, insane with the 
delirium of power and greed, The 
time is Aere and now when the ir- 
responsible course of applied Science 
should be eurhed and channeled to 
purposes of service by the collective 

will of an outraged humanity. 
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TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING 


MARY ELLEN WALTERS 


~ The word tolerance in relationship 
to what [ have to say is ín itself mis- 
leading because it denotes the action 
or capacity for enduring something, 
whereas a word with more of a con- 
notation of kindliness and under- 


‘standing is much to be preferred. 


However, if there is such a word it 
escapes me for the moment, so we 
will have to accept tolerance as an 
unsatisfactory substitute, 

Fach separate entity in its blind 
search for truth, leads itself into 
dark, tangled mazes wherein it be- 
comes hopelessly confused and must 
retrace its footsteps time and time 
again, or from whieh it emerges tri- 
umphantly guided by its own inner 
light and prepared to enter into the 
next labyrinth with increased clarity 
af vision. Bear in mind, however, 
that no two entities ever become 
involved in identical mazes or ever 
emerge by the same route. There- 
fore it is the privilege of no man 
either to condemn or to condone, be- 
eause no mam is so witlioul error as 
to be able rightfully to declare him- 
self a judge. To be possessed of a 
knowledge so great ss to justify a 
judgment would necessarily entail an 
understanding so deep as to make a 
judgment impossible. 

Neither you nor I is wise enough 
or great enough to criticize the di- 
vine creations of the divine power. 
What we unconsciously wy to do, is 
to reassure our personal vanity with 
a smug assumption that we certainly 
would not perform in the manner of 
the person in the defendant's chair. 
How do we know what we would do 
if we were someone else, when acti- 
ally we are as yet acquainted wilh 
only the more apparent factors in 
our own natures, at the same time 
being dimly aware that other factors 
are in constant operation lo form the 
complete equation. 
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There are limes when we all lose 
our perspective on life; a painful ex- 
perience but an educational one, be. 
cause by so doing we learn that there 
is more than one perspective, each 
useful in its own way. 


Everyone is entitled to his own 
protective coloration, which we call 
personality, until such time as he 
gains confidence through self-knowl- 
edge so that he no longer feels the 
defensive urge to protect his eare- 
fully guarded ego against imagined 
hurts. When such self-knowledge is 
attained. he is then free to let him- 
self be known to others without fear 
and without embarrassment. Until 
such time we must accept him as he 
presents himself: а combination of 
Karmic agent and Karmic result. And 
to pass judgment on his actions. re- 
actions or personal alfectations is 
about as reasonable as to say, “John 
should not drink lemonade because 
lemonade gives me a stomach ache.” 


The seed of a pine tree contains 
within itself potentialities for pro- 
ducing a certain pine tree. Not an 
oak or an elm, or even another pine, 
If that seed is planted and grows. vou 
may not find so much to admire in its 
size, shape or color as in another tree 
of the same species whose growth has 
been influenced by a slightly different 
tyne of soil or different quantity of 
waler. Yet to the eyes of a bird the 
first pine tree may present far mare 
desirable qualities than any other 
pine. You and the bird are judging 
the identical tree from two entirely 
unrelated sets of standards. Does that 
make the bird wrong? 


To quote Philip Wylie, “Truth 
exists in each man in forms of re- 
lativity and changes in each man 
with his changing pereeptions.” 
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THE NEXT MAN 


(Reprinted from the Immanuel Church Messenger of Los Angeles, 
California, May I, 1945.) 

А few weeks ago I had something to say about "The Man of the Future,” 
amd in response | received a clipping expressing similar thoughts by Dr. 
Joseph Port Newton of Philadelphia. His title is “The Next Man," and his 
brief sermonette makes four points as follows: 

“First, a savage is a man who lives on others. He preys rather than prays— 
obeying the basic law whereby life feeds on life, on the earth, in the sea, or 
in the sky. 

“Second, a barbarian is a man who lives whether anyone else lives or not. 
Ne looks after number one, regardless of what may happen to others, If they 
fall by the wayside, it is not his affair. 

“Third, a civilized man is one who has learned to live aud let live, He is 
tolerant—he has feeling for others—life is not just a selfish. ruthless scramble, 

“Fourth, the world waits, looks, and longs for another type of mau-—tatler 
of soul, more wise and tender of feart—the man who lives and Aelps live. 
Не is our next man. 

“The world is full of the sounds of insult, shame and wrong, and trumpels 
blown for war. We have charlatans, dictators, and demugognes—we want 
another kind of man. 

‘Phat the world needs is not more dexterity, bul more devotion—nol more 
leisure. but more peace—-uot more wealth, but more well being. 

“Bandits we have aplenty—men who rob and rnin. Now we wait builders 
who will repair Ше wreck. We want “greathearts” who will patrol the roads 
and make them safe for all. 

“These are the gifts and graces of the spiritnal man, who has insight, conr- 
age, compassion, and understanding, These are qualities of the soul, aud 


without them we lose our way." 
—Paul Talbot 


(United Business Service.) 


SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES 
Theosophical Center, Fourth Ave. and Olive SI, San Diego 3, Calif, Jockson 1740 
Public Meetings — Sunday Aflernoons — 3:00 o'Clock 
GENERAL TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER: MODERN EDUCATIONAL TRENDS 
Chairman: Dr, Louis E. Van Norman 
Sept. 2nd— Round Tahte Discussiun — Led by Mrs, Mary Fay, 
Sept, 9th — “She Educational Ideal” — Mrs. Claire Wesner (Covina). 


Seq. loth— “Education in Our Madern World" — Mrs, Lawrence Krettler. 
Sept. 23rd — Disenssian — “The Modern Problems of Youth" — Mrs, Jalie Shore and Mrs. 


Lucy Nichotscn, 
. 3011 — Discussion — “Educational Aims" — Guest Speaker: De. Jolin Carroll 


(County Sehools) and Mrs, Mildred Traxler, F.T.S. 
SUBJECTS FOR THE MONTH Or OCTOBER 


Oct, Th — "Keynotes of the Coming Age" — Baris de Zirkuil. 

Get, Vh — "How to Read a Life" — Katherine G, Teck (Covina). 

Oct; 2tst — "idden hithtences in Life" — Major Hubert $. Turner. 

Or. 24h — “Will and Knowledge versus Hopes and Fears," 

For infarmallon en all Theosophical activities in San Diego, consult Harald W., Dempster, Reg- 
ional Vice-President, 3131 McCall 5t, San Diego 4, Cali, Bayview 6839 (or Franklin 3131 


daytime), 


Sept 
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE 


"Peace Returns to World," states 
the headline in the metropolitan 
daily. Carefully scanning the article 
thereunder, nothing can he found to 
support the headline statement. AH 
that is there, is that a few of the 
Great Nations of the Warld have 
stopped fighting. 

In these few words is epitomized 
the viewpoint of the Urban Dwellers, 
To them, the absence of one thing 
must inherently bring about its op- 
posite. No more fighting, then much 
more Peace. The concept is just as 
artificial and unnatural as the build. 
ings, streets and life of the cities 
themselves. І 

Showing the screaming headline to 
a denizen of the rural areas, his 
scaling response was "How can it 
RETURN when it never left, in the first 
place?” Here we have the two diver- 
gent points of view, both influenced 
hy the respective environments. In 
the case of the rural dweller, his idea 
is nalural and is based ou his simple 
environment, 


In the case of the city man, all his 
life is a Fient. He fights for em- 
ployment; he fights his way upward 
in his firm: he fights his way into 
the public conveyance that takes him 
to work, and he fights again in order 
lo get out of the same conveyance. 
Recently ‘we has added another fight 
to the many others; the fight to find 
a place in which to live. Born, bred 
and trying 10 thrive on a continuous 
series of fighis, the concept of Peace 
cannot be other than a state in which 
no FIGHTING has to he done. 


In the case of the country man, 
the malter is quite dierent. He has 
many a fight on his hands also. Ilow- 
ever, they are against the insect king- 
dom, against weather, against de- 
pleied soil, against the natural forces 
that surround and sometinics domi- 
nate him. Iis fights are not against 
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his own kind, as are those of the city 
dweller. On this account he knows 
that PEACE among men is always pres- 
ent —NATURALLY, He also knows that 
PEACE among men is only absent— 
UNNATUHRALLY., 

Such theughis as these are difficult 
їз hold or express, unless one fol. 
lows that Oriental axiom of "Internal 
Tranatility at All Times.” However, 
they can he understood. even by cily 
dwellers, when they relire to the in- 
ner recesses of their Beings. Н will 
be easier for them to have such 
ideas when they leave their man-made 
Temples and rest in Nature's. Tem- 
ples ou mountain taps, in the deptlis 
of forests. or by the sides of babbling 
brooks. That is just why city dwellers, 
at every opportunity, [lee to the coun- 
tryside. While they claim to love 
their congesled communities, they are 
alwavs willing to leave them at the 
slightest pretext. It is man’s innate 
sense of being at PEACE only when 
he strolls by the Waysides of Life, 

When we leave the marts of men, 
then we realize that signed agreements 
among vations, internalional Police 
Forces, and Atomie Bombs, do not 
represent the Road to Peace. Then 
comes the realization that the Roast 
to Peace is а broad and well marked 
highway. It rans straight to its des- 
tination, The name of the highway is 
NATURALNESS, The only vehicles thal 
can pass over this road are labeled 
CO-OPERATION, The only competent 
chauffeurs for the vehicles ате those 
who call themselves nRoriTens. It is 
all very simple—to a Wavfarer, It 
is all terribly complicated for the 
city dwellers, hecanse there is no 
tralie to FIGHT on this highway. 

MORAL:—Let's stop talking about 
ATTAINING Peace and accentuate. in- 
siead, the CONSERVING of it. 

And that’s Peace Theosophy. 


The Wayfarer, 


Heute. S Turr” 
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WHAT OF BEREAVEMENT? 


BORIS DE ZIRKOFF 


: . 

Today, as ever before, the specter 
of death hawas the anguished minds 
of millions. 


Men and women alike, irrespective 
of their eullook on Бе, stand aghast 
before the pauorama of organized 
slaughter whieh robs them overnight 
of their parents, children, sweet- 
lieatts. 

Even many a student of the Ancient 
Wisdom ftnds it dificult to co-ordin- 
ate his intellectual, mainly theoretical 
understanding of Theosophy- with 
the sudden sheck of bereavement, 
leaving but a disconsolate loneliness 
where there scemed to be security 
and promise before, 

They ask: What can it ай mean? 
How do fill the emptiness of heart 
and mind? How to mend ihe iorn 
skein of life, and find a new and 
stronger incentive to гери Ае shat- 
tered structure? 

One thing is absolutely sure. The 
Ancient W aclu does not offer anv 
kind of sentimental “conselation,” 
nor does il Iry Jo send the inquiring 
sonl lo sleep hy pointing to the sweet 
will of "God" as the only solution 
of the problem. “God”? trying his 
children! This alleged panacea is ab- 
sent from ‘Theosophy. 

Nor does the present wriler—a 
student among many others—claim 
to ofler the one and only explana- 
lion which can aml must satisfy on 
account of iis compleleness and final- 
ity, without any further effort ou the 
part of the reader, who may he him- 
self the sufferer aud the viclim of 
the prevailing order of things. 

In order to arrive al some solulion, 
and derive from it additional strength 
to meet the issues confronting ts, 
it is imperative that we thin£, think 
deeply and repeatedly and intelli. 
gently. It is necessary that we arm 
ourselves with reasoned judgment, 
with enlightened logic, and ilumine 


these with whatever flashes of intui- 
tion we may evoke from within our 
deeper Selves. 


Let us ask ourselves a few simple 
questions, in order to clarify the is- 
sue at hand. We will take it for grant- 
ed that certain elementary principles 
of Theosophy are familiar to us. 


ts death. on ihe battlefield an es- 
pecially terrible occurrence? There 
is no reason to suppose that il is, [t 
is just one form af physical dissolu- 
ton which the Ego undergoes in its 
cvelic procesas of repeated re- births, 
Physical sullering is largely a matter 
of self-conscious mental awareness, 
ht is a well known fact that our ex- 
perieneing of pain ts conditioned һу 
ihe stale of our mind. The mental 
aud emotional stale of many a soldier 
must of necessity (огап excep- 
tions) he of a nature which alters 
greatly his, realization of physical 
pain. [tis quite casy be imagine that 
many a miserable wretch in every- 
day life, dying of fairly natural 
guises, may be experiencing a greal 
er pain owing to a tortured mind 
and sordid emotions, then the man 
who is convinced lie is doing his ut 
nost duty lo slale or race, 

Has Nature по compensalion to 
offer in the case of violent death in 
war? It exhibits such compensation 
in every direction and їп all other 
fiells of life. The xeneral shock to 
the organism, its stunned. condition, 
may well compensate for much that 
seems to be connected with physical 
torture, We cannot disregard this 
possibility, even if we are unable to 
prove it mathematically. 

As everything in Nature is order- 
ly and sequential, and is governed 
һу striet causation, И stands to reason 
that violent physical death (which, 
strictly speaking, is not and should 
not be called ‘death’, as il is merely 
a premalure losing of the physical 
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garment) must hear a direct relation 
to the total Karmic record of the im- 
bodied Ego, and must he, in the case 
of thousands of individuals, and рег. 
haps millions, an unavoidable (in 
this incarnation} effect of causes sel 
in motion by the Ego in other lives, 
an effect over which the personal man 
has no control whalsoever, as it is 
a mere running down of a complex 
karmic spring wound up through and 
by long.passed actions. 

[Г this is so, and we believe that 
it is, there must result to the experi- 
encing Ego a great freedom through 
the sudden exhaustion. complete or 
only partial, of accumulated physical 
karman, brought about by physical 
dissolution in the manner we are con- 
sidering here. Some slate or other 
of the individual's karmic record is 
thereby cleared. Is it something that 
we are too selfish and too personal 
to wish for another? We do not wish 
him violent death on the battlefield 
or in a bombed.out city; but we wish 
him and all else ultimate freedom 
from a heavy load of karmic indebt- 
edness incurred in many past lives. 
We ourselves are part of that rec- 
ord; therefore we are experiencing 
pain and sorrow, even if not physical 
suffering, with him. 


Have we asked ourselves whether 
the reincarnating Ego of the so-called 
victim may not have asked precisely 
for this kind of life. and this kind 
of ending to it this lime? In the vis- 
ion of the re-imbodying Ego, whose 
consciousness bridges the gap of so- 
ralled “death,” the events overtaking 
the personality acquire a vastly dif- 
ferent meaning and are not to be 
appraised in the poor light of our 
brain's fitful understanding. 


Does physical death really sever 
our contact with the one we love? 
Have we asked ourselves this ques- 
tion, and pondered over it? Have we 
ever seen the one we love? No, we 
have only been aware of his physical 


form and of some traits of his cmn 
tional and mental make-up. These are 
not worth much, seeing thet a slight 
alteration of physical | conditions, 
such as heat, electric current, intense 
cold, ete, destroys them completely, 
These are not the things we love in 
our dear ones. 


In spite of a heavy entanglement 
of physical matter, we succeeded 
during life in communicating with 
the real tenant of the form through 
such imperfect symbols as words, 
signs, facial expressions, and the in- 
tangible current [rom mind to mind 
and from heart to heart. Are we so 
sure that these latter methods of 
heart and mid and spirit may not 
he intensified after physical death, so 
that we may соте to know those we 
love even better, and to hold spiritual 
communion with them in the silences 
of our being? Spiritualism? Oh no! 
Unly the recognition of the unbreak- 
able Oneness of all life, in which 
Oneness there can be no solution of 
continuity anywhere, if Nature is to 
hold together; and we know it docs. 


Shall we meet them again? By this 
of course is usually meant one de- 
finite thing: are we going to see them 
again in the same form and with the 
personal peculiarities which distin- 
guished them from others. Heayen 
forhid! Are we that selfish? Do we 
really wish them to re-appear in jin- 
bodied life without much, if any, 
chanze or improvement, just to 
please us—we who will, let us hope. 
be considerably changed ourselves? 


After all physically pleasing traits 
have been sel aside in our analysis, 
are not the things we love in them 
mainly mental, psychological and 
spiritual? Are not these the greatest 
attraction binding soul to soul? Will 
not these be again the strongest lipks 
and signs by which we will without 
a doubt recognize these we love in 
a future imbodied existence? In the 
meantime, are we selish enough to 


desire their restoration lo physical 
forin and limitations, just to satisfy 
our hunger to see them physically 
alive? Shall we disturh the harmony 
of Nature whieh has mercifully 
plunged them into a much needed 
rest, and attempt to drag them out 
of this condition either through our 
mental anguish or, worse yet, through 
accepted methods of necromancy, 
called by various — high-sounding 
names and devised to delude and 
fascinate weaklings among men? Let 
us think! 


We do not want these loved ones 
of ours to die a seemingly horrid 
death: on foreign battlefields. We do 
поі want them to һе slaughtered 
amidst the rubble of destroyed cities. 
We do not want them to he enstaved 
and tortured at the hands of men 
whose ideologies they do not accept, 
Very well then. Are we willing to po 
something to prevent such conditions 
from ever arising? How much woald 
we sacrifice of our own comfort, ease, 
wealth, security, and living standards 
in order 10 become indefatigable and 
uncompromising workers in the 
Cause of human freedom, justice, de- 
cency, solidarity and peace? 


No cause has ever been furthered, 
and no lasting acceinplislunent ever 
achieved without personal and col. 
lective sacrifice. And what we are 
willing and anxious to sacrifice in 
the Cause of Mankind and its wel- 
fare indicates with considerable pre- 
cision just exacely fore much that 
Cause and Mankind mean to us. Most 
of us might be surprised at our find- 
ings were we to experiment upon 
ourselves (not the other chap!) 


The conditions in our world will 
not change — cannot change — until 
and unless we discard old, crystalliz- 
ed, selfish grooves of thought and 
feeling, followed hy equally selfish 
acts. It is these ways of thinking and 
acting that have hrought us to the 
present impasse. Shall we uphold and 


perpetuate them knowingly? Nat- 
ional and international opportunism, 
constricting amd btinding national- 
ism, racial animosity, religious sec- 
tarianism, theological dogmatism, in- 
sane fanaticism in all the main issues 
of our common life; lust for power, 
money, possessions; accumulation of 
physical riches aud, paradoxically 
enough, of spiritual paucity; а pas- 
sion to impose our own lack of vis- 
ion upon other minds, the craving to 
subject weaker ones to the superior 
strength of our own blind will, ex- 
ploitation of the weaker and more 
ignorant by the physically stronger 
and the more cunning-—most of these 
varading under high-sounding names 
designed to delude, to fascinate and 
enslave, And some there are amongst 
us who, from high places of Church 
and State, have the arrogance to 
sueak of this den of iniquities as 
being a "Christian" civilization ar- 
rayed in just and sacred conflict 
against the powers of darkness, a re- 
vival of the “heathenism” of old! 
What unspeakable folly? What blas- 
plemy against the Sermon on the 
Mount! 


No mere palliatives will ever help 
us, neither individually nor collec- 
tively as nations. Nothing short of 
a return to the simple natural Jaws 


of ethical conduct can eliminate the 
glaring injustices in so-called "civil. 
ized” countries, and prevent the 
periodic outbreaks of emotional 
frenzies, called wars, which have 
characterized for centuries past our 
abortive atlempts at building a true 
civilization, Then only will arise in 
our relatively self-controlled and il- 
lumined minds the true understand- 
ing of nature’s laws, including a 
greater: view of so-called death which, 
robbed of all its fears and specters, 
remains for ever, like unto initia- 
tion itself, the Mystic Porta! into the 
Silent Land of Nature's Inmost 
Heart. 


OUR CYCLE AND THE NEXT 
H. P. BLAVATSKY 


(Exeerpts from. ап article by that name, originally published 
in Lucifer, Vol. iv, May, 18091 


ooo Happy the optimist in whose heart the nightingale of hope сап still 
sing, with all the iniquily aud cold selfishness of the present age before his 
eyes! Qur century is a boastful ape. as proud as it is hypoeriticals us cruel 
as it is dissembling .... Instead of truth and sincerity, we Jave propriety ard 
cold. cultured politeness... . Falsification on every pline... Lile—a long 
race-course. a feverish eliase, whose goal is a tower of selfish ambition., of 
pride. and yauils. of greed for money or honours. and in whieh human ра 
stons are Ше horsemen, and our weaker brethren the steeds, At this terrible 
steeplechase the prize-eup. is prirehased with the hearts’ blood and sullerings 
of countless Fellow-creatures. aud won at the cost of spiritual self-degradation. 
soo Pride and conceit ate the two hideous cancers devouring the heart. ef 
cirilized nations. and sellishness is the sword handled by evanescent person 
ality to sever the golden thread that Finks it to inmoral ixtiviprapay ,... 
“Lam the one, and God's elect.” says the proud pation. “E am fhe invincible 
and the foremost: tremble all ye around me!" Behold. there comes a day 
when we see it crouching in the dust, bleeding and mangled. 

J... Such is the terrible picture presented by our present evele, naw nearing 
ils close. Lo those From whose eyes the scales of prejudice. preconception and 
partiality have fallen; aud who see the truth that Hes behind the deceptive 
appearances of our Western "civilization", But what has the new eyele in 
store for humanity ?. Will it be merely a continuation of the present. only 
in darker and more terrible colours? Or shall a new day dawn for mankind, 
a day of pure sunlight, of trab. of charity, of trne happiness, for all? The 
answer depends тайму on the few Theosophists who. truc to their colours 
through good repute amd ill, still fight the battle of Truth against the powers 
af Darknoss..... 

E Pheosophiy prevailing in the struggle, its albembluuciag philosophy 
strikes deep root into the minds and heart of men. if its doctrines of Weinear- 
nation and Kanna, in other words. of Hope and Responsibility. find a hone 
in the lives of the new generations, then, indeed, wil] dawn Ше day of joy 
and gladness for all who now sulfer and are outcast. Fer real Vheosophy 
is ALTRUISM, and we cannot repeat il too offen. IC is brotherly love. mutual 
help. unswerving devotion to Truth. ТЕ once inen do bit realize that in these 
alone can Irae happiness he found. and never in wealth, possessions, of any 
selfish eratification, then the dark elouds will roll away. and a new hinnanity 
will be born upon earth, Then, the Goines Ace will be there, indeed. 

But. if not. then the storm will burst, and our hearted western ctviliza- 
tion and enlightenment! will sink in such a sea of horror that its parallel 
llistory has never yel recorded, 


Reminder to oar Subscribers — A number of our subseribers hove 
not yet renewed their suliseriptinns. As we are oplimists, we feel that 
this is mainly due 10 an oversight. Every renewal und every new 
subseription helps us ta pay our bills and plan for Suture issues, 
We trust we ean сом on your continued support. Let is hear from 
vou! —Fidttors, “Theosophia.” 
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ACTION AND RE-ACTION 


EMILY R. PLUMMER 


Order is a Universal Law, there: 
fore from the highest spiritual plane 
to the lowest physical all the mani- 
festalions, formations. and operations 
have an unbroken “Cosmic vilality 
plus intelligence.” As we are paris 
of the Cosmic Whole (this universal 
Being}, and therefore are governed 
by ihis same law of order, we should 
conslantly realize this in our every 
thought and deed. and alsa know 
when Nature’s laws are hroken by us 
in any way whalever we hring bia 
trouble, ра aud sorrow lo ourselves, 
until we hace learned to adjust our 
thoughts and actions harmoniously 
wilh this iuiversal law of order. We 
then progress on. that path whieh 
aloue leads us ever forward and up- 
ward lowards our destiny of God- 
hood. If law and arder were no opr 
eraling From the highest to the low- 
est reabus of Me, then would there 
not be eventually complete destruc- 
lian of all things? 

Think af our Mother Earth and 
all her sister planets in ihe Solar 
System, each one on iis awn ог, 
und each one rolaling oñ idis axis 
for millions of years guided hv 
Father Sun, thus giving to aH. their 
inhabitants, winters and suminers, 
springs and falls, and day and night, 
times lor action and rest during their 
evolutionary. сбор, 


is it possible that there could be 
planets and suns without laws govern: 
ing and controlling their mations? 
Can we think that in all of Nature's 
realms, below the mineral and on 
up to man, amd into the spiritual 
kingdoms, Шеге is neither Jaw nor 
order? [f no laws governed. life in 
the universe, what would prevent the 
stars ап planets from colliding aud 
demolishing one another and all their 
inhabitants? Also the sun might ex- 
plede or glide away from its own 
appointed path instead of giving 


needed light, heat, and life energies 
to the Solar System. Then again, such 
monstrosities as carrots growing on 
rose bushes, aid roses on apple trees, 
aml animals becoming plants or 
slones animals! Can we possibly be- 
lieve that a Deity. supreme Source 
and Head of all things, would not 
he working out and bringing forth 
and guiding all things through Faw 
and order? 

Expressing it amare concisely, (he 
universe is operated in à perfectly 
mathematical order through «егег 
rates of vibrations amd in cosmic ac- 
tions from the highest to the lowest 
realms of Nature. However. the tower 
classes of life, including the homan 
kingdom, are hut dimly aware of 
these laws of life; especially humani- 
ty because of selfishness and misenid- 
ed will-power, Hundreds of atifferent 
diseases rage among us because of 
chemical changes produced in our 
bodies, offen resulting in insanity 
through temper. deceit. cruclty, шь 
brotherly habits from childhood 
through adulthood, Also our liking 
of food and drink poes far bevond 
what is necessary for our suslenance 
and health. Aniinals in their natural 
state, tiving so simply in food and 
in all other Wars, and constantly 
breathing fresh air, are almost free 
from diseases of any kind. Thus dis- 
aster in many forms comes upon us 
until those laws of nature are learn- 
ed and wracticed through understand 
ing and reverence, 

Coming down to our daily living. 
if we constantly realized that from 
atom to cosmos and beyond every- 
thing is regulated by law and order, 
or in other words, Universal Har- 
mony, and that when the smallest 
law is broken by us it brings in 
course of time its just retribution, we 
would not then he living in such a 
chaotic world. Therefore Jet us study 
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the duality of man: our highest, un- 
selfish, uplifting Self, and the lower 
selfish, downward-lending self. We 
all certainly know that actions bring 
forth re-actions, some which are 
harmful in results and others bene- 
ficial. That is what brings about so- 
called good and evil in our daily 
living. not only upon ourselves, but 
upon others, for actions either help 
or harm the actor. as well as others 
affected by him. They either advance 
or retard the evolution of the one 
responsible, and their infInence is ex- 


tended to form karmie Jinks that bind- 


us to others, and which will have to 
be worked out in future births. A 
hahit is a course of action or con- 
duct; in other words, the repetitive 
act hrings about in course of lime a 
condition in which the act becomes 
spontaneous, Therefore habits lead us 
upwards or downwards. Good ones, 
impersonal habits of thought, formed 
by unselfish, Jofly ideals lived up to, 
not only for ourselves, but for ali 
mankind, lead us on in evolution to- 
wards spiritual destiny, Evil ones, 
unless broken and conquered com- 
pletely, gain strength also in course 
of time, and not only weaken the 
victim but become а spontaneous 
series of actions throughout life and 
persist in future lives until over- 
come. 


“Sow a thought and you reap an 
action; sow an aclion and you reap 
a habit; sow a habit and you reap 
a character; sow a character and you 
reap а destiny.” 

Qur web of destiny is woven by 
ourselves; first by thought, then by 
action, This truth is beautifully ex- 
pressed by our late lender, G. de Pur- 
ucker, in “Golden Precepts of Esoteri- 
cism.” 

“Fhe higher you go along the 
evolutionary pathway, the more care- 
fol vou myst he; therefore you 
should be most careful of what yon 
think and feel and of the acts that 
you do. You have learned at least 
in some degree how to use your Will. 
and what will be the result of it, 
and Nature will hold you responsible. 
As the law of the universe stands, you 
either rise or fall by every thought 
that vou have and hy every act tiat 
you do. At every instant of human 
existence you sland at the parting of 
the ways—the right hand or the left." 

We must ever hold in mind that 
PERSONAL self-conquest is a path of 
growth, and since two pathways He 
ever before us from birth to death, 
life after life, if we adjust all 
thoughts and actions harmoniously 
with this Jaw of order, we progress 
until we become Masters of our fate, 
marching towards ultimate Divinity. 


SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES 
Theosophicol Center, Fourth Ava, and Olive SH, San Diego 3, Calif, Jackson 1740 


Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons — 3:00 o'Clock 


GENERAL TOPIC FOR NOVEMBER: THEOSOPHICAL OBJECTIVES 
Chairman: Constance Haster 
Nov. 4ih—"l'riangle of Truth"—Dorothy Friend. 
Nus, Hth—"S ho, Where, What is God?"—Emmetrt Small (Covina), 
Nov. 181h—"Inliecent. Possililities"-—Rose Schneider & Kathleen Tray, 
Nus, 25th—"An Active Brotherhond"-- Аге W. Beach (Los Angeles). 
GENERAL TOPIC FOR DECEMBER: THE FLAME IN THE HEART 
Chairman: Earle Hoster 
Der, Zud—"The Need for Leaders"—Consianee Нег. 
Bee Yh- Thought and l'rayet?—]udith Tyberg (Covina) 
Dec, 16th—"The Aleanings of God’—Mara Farhes. 
Пес. 23rd—"Gold, Frankincense, and Myerli’—George Simpson. 


Dec. 30th—“Mind Fersus Matter”--Arthor Corey, Director, Public Relations, California 
‘Teachers’ Association, & Virginia Kellogg, F.T.S. 

For informalion on all Theosophieu! activities In San Diego and vicinity, consult Harold W. 

Dempster, Regional Vice-President, 3131 McCall Street, $an Diego 6, California, Bayview 6839 

(er Franklin 3131 daylime}; or T. Marriott, Chairmen Public Relulions Commitiee, 3926 Normal 

Avenue, San Diego 3, California, Jeckson 8997 (or Franklin 7663 daytime). 
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“Cheosophy Speeks” 


NATIONAL KARMAN 


Teantcribed Rodio Broadcast of February 6, 1944 
over Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, Calif, 


Announcer: "Theosophy Speaks?" 
“Light for the Mind — Lave for the Heart — Understanding for the Intellect” 


Last Sunday, “Theosophy Spenks" discussed the Universal Law of canse Asp 
EFFECT fknown Jo Thensophisia as KARMAN) [rom the personel viewpoint. It 
was said that we meet the consequences of all eur thoughts, feelings and actions 
where we lave sown them, which is £N ebÀnskLVES, nnd os rangi. This cannot 
he necomplished in one short lifetime--therefore man lives, or BEINCARNATES. 
many times, Tt was also said that all ihe fortunate and unfortunate vonditions 
and events in our [ves nELONG to ous, because we've frherited them—lrom 
OURSELVES, And, in Universal Justice, there is no such thing as a PRIVILEGED 
being. It was brought out that man has the tonls of destiny in his own hands 
and carves his future by his own actions. Therefore, Life és the Tighest Art. 
Today, in a transcribed dinlogue, five Tricnda meet to disenss the law of carse 
ANU EFFECT from a NATIONAL or Wont viewpoint, Here they are.... 


Hal: 1 was just saying as we 
were driving over here, how wonder- 
ful it is to get together quietly for 
these discussions. It has a decidedly 
elevating effect, Makes you feel that 
you want ta pass on to others what 
has impressed you as being hopeful, 
and— 


Irene: Well, here's Ruth! 
Bruce: Hello, there. 

Tom: Wad car trouble? 

Ruth: No—I had to tuck the 


kiddies into bed. Precious things, 
aren't they? But what a responsibili- 
ty! 

Irene: 1 should say they are! 

Ruth: Many times as 1 look into 
those little faces 1 wonder just what 
pathway in life they wili take. If all 
children could only be taught some 
of the fundamental laws of nature, 
as future citizens they would KNow 
how to build a better world. 

irene: The rules are simple 
enough too. Honesty, justice, unsel- 
fishness, kindness, tolerance and re 
sponsihility. 

Hol: How right you are! People 
everywhere, young AND old, need to 
have a clearer understanding of mo- 
ral responsibility. And tliey also need 
to know more about Cause and Effect, 
or Action and Heaction. 


Tom: Тет that what you Theo. 
sophists call Karma—or Karman? 

Hal: Yes—Karman is the tech- 
nical word for it, i 

Bruce: Now l am in a fog, and 
stretching my imagination. to. the 
breaking point -— because 1 thought 
Karman was an Opera! Somebody 
sel me right! 

(Laughter [rom all) 

frene: H vou have a desire to 
break into song, just control it until 
later! 

(Laughter comes over) 

Hal: Well, Karman, spelled 
K-A-R-M-A-N, is a Sanskrit word used 
lo designate ane of the most impor- 
tant laws of Nature. It means Action 
and Reaction, You see, when an en- 
tity acts, it acts from within. This 
action impacls upon surrounding 
Nature, and Nature reacts against the 
impact. And the combination of these 
two—of energy acling upon Nature, 
and Nalure reacting against the im- 
pact—is what is called KARMAN, or 
Action and Reaction, 

Bruce: That certainly is a pow- 
erful thought, Hal. 

Hal: Well, Karman is essential- 
iy a chain of Causation—stretching 
back into the infinity of the past and 
into the infinity of the future. Action 
and Reaction are inescapable because 


they are in Universal Nature, which 
is infinite, and therefore everywhere 
and timeless, And. since this Law 15 
Universal, it naturally affects. every 
department in Nature, 

Tom: What do you mean? 

Hol: Aloms, elements, plants, 
animals. planets, races, uations. and 
men—all according lo their various 
slates of development and conscious- 
ness, 

Tom: Well. that’s new to me! f 
didn't know there was National or 
World karma! 

Hal: Yes. there is. The universe 
is builded on Jaw and order, har- 
mony and justice. And when in any 
way this harmony. is disturbed, Na- 
ture reacts. aml demands that har- 
попу be restored by the individual. 
er the nalion, thal is responsible. 

Bruce: That's a tremendous 
idea—and interests me very much 
Mal. just what is il that causes nat 
ional or world Karman? 

fal: National Karman is effect- 
ed when the same individuals who 
lived in the same nation (perhaps 
thousands of years ago) are reborn 
together, and throwel certain charae- 
teristics in common, form the so- 
called uatianal or racial traits, The 
people of a nation are asseciated to- 
pether because as А GRovP they have 
samething to work out. to learn, And 
if the essential character of the group 
is of a high quality, the nation will 
have ood Karman. And the reverse, 
of course, is also true. 

Tom: How does National Kar- 
man show itself? 

Hal: Well, if it is heavy—usual- 
ly through revolutions, famines, up- 
lieavals, sterility of women. and wars. 
However, reforms in social structure 
and national well-being are also the 
results of a nation’s former activities. 

Brace: But why are we born in- 
to any particular nation? 

Най: A man is horn into a fami- 
ly, a race, er a nation—not by 
CHANCE — lut by desigu. Because 


these provide the cireumstances and 
environments best suited to the work- 
ing out of his Karman. Also, he is 
born into a certain family, гасе, or 
nation, because be is magnetically 
altracted there as a result of past as- 
sovialious, relationships. and actions. 
And whalever allects the nation, af- 
fecis the individuals that comprise 
the uation, And the reverse is also 
truc—whatever the tadividual does. 
affects Ше nation. So you can see 
that not only the thoughts aml acts 
of each person, bal the collective 
thonglits and actions of a nation, re- 
sult in peace or war, wealth or pover- 
iy, constructive. advancement. or de- 
gradation. 

Irene: Aud J suppose in just the 
same way, the collective thoughts 
and aclions ol ALL NATIONS will form 
or deform. shape or misshape, the 
destiny of the worn? 

Най: Thats it exactly. 

Rath: Wut | dowt understand. 
Cawt a nalion fulfill ii Karma with- 
out wars, famines, epidemics and 
other suffering ? 

Hal: OF course it cun, These 
tragic things can be neutralized or 
even eliminated through right living 
and thinking. Any nation that di- 
recla iis aims toward things of the 
Spirit, intellectual aspirations, peace, 
leauty, the welfare of all — and 
hrotherhoad, would have a Karman 
written in golden capital letters! But 
no amount of fegisfation is going lo 
hring about this upliftment. B. will 
have to come from the hearts and 
souls of the rEoPLE composing the 
nation. In the final analysis, as Irene 
said, it is up to us—THE РЕОРЬЕ— 
io shape or mis-shape the character 
of our nation—and its future. 

Ruth: [It isn't nice to think that 
we, as individuals, are fesponsible 

for the injustice and heartache in 
the world, is it? 

Hal: No, it isn’t—but after all, 
we can DO something ahout it, can’t 
we? 
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Tom: But lhow-—and where? 

Hol: Well, we've said before 
that man is the maker of his own 
destiny. Just as surely as there is 
night and day, man brings light and 
darkness into his own life. He weaves 
the pattern of his life, his character, 
and his destiny, with the threads of 
his own thoughts and actions. And 
so it is with nations. This process 
has gone on through the ages—and 
has woven all men so closely into 
one great Family, that we cannot 
disclaim responsibility as our broth- 
er's keeper. 

Bruce: l hat's true—and the ad- 
vent of the airplane, radio and other 
means of communication have 
brought us so close together as а 
World Family that we cannot side- 
step it—and we must learn to live 
together amicably. World conditions, 
too, are forcing us to realize that co- 
operation and brotherhood are abso- 
lutely essential, 

Heal: Meres another way of put- 
ting it, We all have a соттоп Spirit- 
ual Parentage, a kinship with all 
ether men. As a malter of fact, we 
must consider the Universe as а 
WHOLE, or as one great Organism. 
in which smaller organisms Function 
as a PART of the whole. Like the 
fingers of one hand, like the hand to 
the body—so is each human being a 
part of the great organism called the 
Universe. And because we are so 
closely related, whulever affects a 
PART of the organism, alfects the EN- 
TIRE organism, to some extent, 

‘frene: D Шк I understand 
what you mean. When any ONE in- 
dividual—whether that individual is 
a man or a nation—when any ONE 
does a selfish, cruel or unkind act, 
it is like a knife-thrust into the very 
fabric of the World Family. 

Hal: That's it. Every man and 
every nation in this World Family is, 
right this moment, the exact result of 
such past theughts and actions. 

Ruth: Oh, I see. Then that ac- 


counts for seme people and naliens 
being backward, greedy or cruel, or 
progressive and cultured, 

Hal: Yes. Upon the individuals 
composing a nalion rests the Kar- 
man of the nation. If they are intel- 
lectually and spiritually ative, the 
whole national trend is for the good 
of all. And that nalion is a force, a 
power for good, in the world. 

Tom: And the reverse must also 
be true—if a nation is indifferent to 
certain moral laws, if its political 
and social standards are low, that 
nation is a threat lo the well-being 
of the whole world! 

Bruce: Then you say thal a 
nation, or the world for that matter, 
can set ils house in order by the way 
it thinks aud acts. But how can this 
he done through fheughts, for in- 
stance? 

Hal: Do you realize the power 
that is generated by coflective think- 
ing? lb is 1рКАВ that make and. im- 
make nations aud civilizations. I we 
want peace and human betterment, 
we must first THINK peace and bet- 
terment, and then follow up thought 
or idea with actions that will make 
the thought Live! You see, ideas have 
the power to shane the minds of men, 

Frene: Thoughts are ENERGIES 
then—and we all know that energy 
cannot be dissipated. [t must. prol- 
uce an effect. So that gives us some 
idea how potent thoughts really are. 

Hal: Vm going to tell you some- 
thing that may sound a bit startling, 
but its true. Everything in the wortd 
—SIrom atoms to the Universe itself, 
was ONCE A THOUGHT !—For instance, 
we are thouglits—concreled. 

Rath: You almost frighten me 
—I had no idea that my thouglits 
were that important! 

Tom: But why haven't we paid 
more altention to the power of 
thoushts? After all. philosophers and 
Teachers have taught tlie importance 
of them for ages. Гуе read a lot about 
it, as many people have, but it just 


never penetrated, You know the Bible 
says: "As a man thinketh in his 
heart, su is he,” 

Hal: 105 probably because our 
tendencies have been centered more 
on the material than on the spiritual 
values. But the tide is beginning to 
turn. 

Ruth: Well, I think so loo. 
There is so much good in people and 
yel we don't seem to be able to get 
along together—especially nations. 

Bruce: Thats probably due to 
the selfish kind of nationalism peo- 
ple are taught. What we need in the 
world, it seetns to me, is more of the 
international attitude, You called it 
Brotherhood, Hal. ‘hese serious dif- 
ferences among nations are a direct 
result of the "superior" feeling that 
intense and selfish: nationalism brings 
abont. 

Hal: Well, you know, when you 
come right down to facts, there is but 
one Superior Race—and that is HU- 
MANITY, 

Tom: Yes, and there's only one 
Chosen People—the people of the 
Earth. 

Irene: That certainly is true. 
And speaking of dillerences, or 
points of disagreement — we even 
have them in families! After all, we 
are Individuals aud are bound to 
think differently. But in a family, 
for instance, in spite of differences 
of opinion or viewpoint, і is KIN- 
sip, the basic Jove of one for an- 
other, that holds the family together. 
And if only nations could realize the 
essential UNITY aud BROTHERHOOD 
that binds us in а common bumani- 
tv, it seems lo me that a greater sense 
of justice, responsibility and con- 
sideration would knit them together 
go closely that peace would be the 

logical result. 

Hol: Very well said, Irene. 

Tom: But to get hack to nations 
again, Mal, you said that everything 
in the Universe is based on law, or- 
der, harmony, love and kindness. But 


will you tell me how it is possible to 
feel kindly toward a nation that deli- 
herately upsets the harmony of the 
world? A person feels more like 
Aating it. 

Hal: Let me tell you something 
about hate, Tom. Anyone who hates. 
generates a poison within himself. 
Literally and actually, roisow. If we 
seud out thoughts of hatred into the 
thought atmosphere of the world, 
we will be the karmic sufferers from 
that poison. Hatred is corrosive and 
destroys the spiritual, mental and 
even physical, tissues of the hater. 
We accomplish nothing with hatred. 
Hate breeds hate. IË nations, ог peo- 
ple, need to he taught lessons-—dis- 
cipline and example will accomplish 
it—and Karmic Law, 

Irene: Does the process of 
Cause and Effect, Action and Reac- 
tion, go on forever? Won't there ever 
he a time when we will be free of 
hate, greed, envy, revenge and suf- 
fering? 

Hal: Well, right now we stand 
bewildered before the mysteries of 
our own making—and the riddfes of 
life that we refuse to solve. Rut once 
we remove Ше blinders fram our 
eyes and fearlessly admit thal WE 
are the captain of our soul, the master 
of our fate—individually, nationally 
and cosmically, we will be awakened, 
And when this awakening happens, 
the sway of Karman is altered. The 
whole purpose of life takes a new 
direction, and gradually constructive 
causes are generated which MopIFY 
the destructive effects. It is true that 
we must meet the consequences 'of 
our past lives, whether good or ban, 
but we can then meet them with 
courage and understanding, and with 
a new Spiritual armor, We shouldn't 

fear karmic action—we should BLESS 
it—because it awakens us and we be- 
gin to grow spiritually. We can learn 
from everything. And when we are 
actually LEARNING life's lessons, we 
are on the road to SELF-salvation. 
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INTERWOVEN PATTERN OF LIFE 


VIRGINIA JEAN SMITH 
“There is an inmost centre in ne all 
Where truth abides in fullness and—to know 
Rather consists in opening aut a way 
Whence the imprisoned splendor may escape.” 


Try to picture in your mind an 
interwoven pattern of threads in mul- 
ti-colors, The threads in this pattern 
are symbolic of each-one of us, our 
living consciousness. Each pattern 
must have a designer and so it is with 
this pattern of living consciousness. 
There is a Designer, a Supreme Be- 
ing. 

The many colors of our pattern 
represent science, philosophy, relig 
ion, and ethics, It is significant to 
note that each of these is striving for 
one basic thing, to find the truth 
within itself. Jt is very important 
that these colors blend. We, as ex 
amples of living consciousness, tan- 
nol get along without any of these 
colors. 

When we stedy these four main 
hues we find that science is seeking 
truth through systematized and classi: 
fied knowledge, philosophy through 
ideas aud thoughts of individuals, 
réligion through the practice of its 
doctrines, and ethics through the 
science of human duties, 

Let us take science individually 
and we will find within nature that 
human beings are brought much 
closer together in the realization of 
iis beauty. We find strength and 
harmony. Scientifically our human 
forms follow a definite pattern. as 
do the leaves of trees, the birds, aud 
plant life. We are one with each 
other and with our Supreme Creator. 

Philosophy, with its love of wis- 
dom, seeks harmony and peace and 
a unitary view of the whole, We are 
all à part of the pattern and any 
good or evil we do to our brothers 
has its effect on all, consequently af- 
fects us in return. This is a very good 


reason why we should try to develop 
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—Robert Browning 


an altruistic attitude. Reincarnation 
has a fine point here. for as we well 
know, the good and the evil we have 
done to others does not always al- 
fect us iu this one life-span, and 
there has 10 be some period when the 
cause produces its effect. 


Religion, seeking truth in the prac- 
lice of its doctrines, shows that, 
whether we consider Buddhism, Mo- 
hammedanism. oc Christianity as 
practiced by the majority of the peo- 
ple of the earth, their main belief 
lies in the idea that there is one 
Supreme Being. and that basically 
mankind is spiritual. This thought 
becomes vastly powerful in our lives 
and brings us closer together. 


Fihics, being the science of human 
duties, presents a picture paltern that 
should not be overlooked. "I hrougli- 
out this earth most people are slriv- 
ing to live peacefully and harmoni- 
ously. Governments are trying to help 
us hy enacting Jaws that protect and 
bring us justice. International expost- 
tions have greatly contributed to- 
wards bringing all men together jn 
a universal brotherhood. The Olym- 
pic Games have also accomplished a 
great deal in this field. These projects 
are teaching us to understand our 
responsibilities lo our fellow men, 


At times this whole pattern. sceme 
confused. ‘The threads weaken and 
break and must be mended and re- 
placed. ‘Their colors fade or become 
brighter at different. periods, but the 
colors are vital to the threads, and 
these changes will continue to take 
place until the pattern апе its colors 
become interwoven with the Supreme 
Being and all living consciousness 
becomes one, 
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE 


The Wayfarer had been sojourning 
in the busy Marts of Men and had 
been associating with “many of the 
so-called Leaders of Men. who relied 
on brass-bandect publicity, ilam- 
hoyant statements and promises for 
selfish aggrandizement, to attract and 
hold their many adherents. 

Now the trek to the mountains bad 
hegun, in a search for Peace—liar- 
mony — Understanding, something 
which can always he found in the 
гате spirituatized air of the high- 
up places. Come to think of it, the 
use of that word feck was not a hap- 
py thought, and сап be alibied on to 
the contaminating influence of the 
lowlands, plus the aforesaid Leaders 
af Men, who so often nse unhappy 
кпе, Such was the Nostalgia 
produced hy Urban Residence that 
the Wayfarer, in his urge for "un? 
һа descended so tow in. the Way- 
favers’ standards that he was being 
whizzed along in an automobile. at 
a speed far beyond the range of the 

humble ox-cart that gave our South 
African brothers that word trek, 

Ruminating, as we whizzed along, 
over the salient qualities that made 
the ordinary Leaders of Men success- 
ful, the decision was forced that it 
was alf а matter of noise. И seemed 
that the one who could shout the 
loudest always had the greatest Fol- 
lowing. The one who could make the 
most extravagant claims also seemed 
ta have an edge on his rivals in the 
field. This brought to mind the re- 
membrance of having mel, in diller- 
enl cities, no less than niue self-pro- 

essed representatives of the White 

Brotherhood. Each oue claimed to be 

the ONLY 

United States of this Brotherhood. 

None of the self-acclaimed nine in- 

dividuals exemplified in face, de- 

ineanor or actions, anylhing to sub- 
stanliate their claims. 
Such thoughts naturally gave birth 


representative in the. 


tu the question what is it then that 
distinguishes a natura! Leader from 
the spurious. varity? The answer 
seemed to be it is the ACTIONS. and 
wee of the individual that counts. I 
is the cnsnacrks of Ute individual 
concerned that is the matter of im- 
portance, and not the words uttered, 
with their accompaniment of NOISE. 

Arriving ai our mountain. destina- 

lion. far above the timber. line. a 
nights refreshing sleep brought a 
symbolic cleansing of mental debris. 
deightened by a stiff ramble and 
climb to an intriguing. peak, Sitting 
on a rock, Monarch of all one could 
survey, consciousness was tarned in 
ward and illumination was searched 
for. As always it eame, stimulated by 
the puzzled thinking as to what pos- 
sible good alt these high mountain 
peaks could he, other than to Tur- 
nish cheerful roosting points For cily 
poisoned Wayfarers. 

That utter silence, only to be found 
on high mountain peaks, which seems 
іо comprise an uler negation of 
soUND iu any form was present. As 
well as this absence of sound. all 
animal and vegetable life was nwon- 
existent. Only the mammoth rocks 
and disintegrated fragments from 
tbem represented Nature; only Mine- 
ral Atoms were evolving in this par- 
ticular ambient, 
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11 all seemed so futile, so unneces- 
sary and so glaringly lacking in serv- 
ing any useful or stimulating pur- 
pose, olher than to the Mineral 
Monads involved, This thought fur- 
nished the key to the problem, as 
Гчом ейде reminded the Wayfarer 
thal the Mlinvral-formed | mountain 
had been pushed up from great 
depths, where the mineral kingdom 
is Supreme. Moisture and frost scaled 
the surfaces and disintegrated mine- 
ral matter was washed down by the 
melting. snows. This mineral matter 
eventually reached the lowlands, 
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where it fertilized brother. Monads 
evolving in the vegelable kingdom, 
which in turn transmuted the mineral 


atoms, purely inorganic, into the 
higher organic form of vegetable 
substance. The thought about Snow 
was a reminder that without high 
and lofty mountains to calch the 
snow and hold it in their icy embrace 
until long after snow has disappeared 
in the lowlands, then slowly to re- 
lease their grasp and allow water to 
run down the mountainsides to give 
Hfe to vegetation below, the latter 
would dry up and waste away. 

Already two great duties had heen 
found for the bare and desolate 
mountain lop the Wayfarer was sit- 
ting on. Many more were found. but 
the exciting part was that Inner Con- 
sciousness was literally shouting Ihat 
here was the answer to the Leader 
problem. This very mountain wes 
one of Nature's Leaders for the vere- 
table kingdom. and through that for 
the animal and human kingdoms as 
well. In utter silence and distant iso- 
lation, by merely REING TIERE, it was 
making possible what would ether- 
wise not be possible; namely life. as 
we know it, on this planet. Even the 
Howling and Whirling Dervishes, 
comprising the  self-acclaimed 
Leaders of the world. would not be 
alive and functioning without the aid 
of mountains such as the one chasen 
by the Wayfarer in an attempt to get 
as far away as possible from the 
Marts of Меп, 

Then pouring through the clarified 
mind marched an endless procession 
of Leaders of Wistory; Leaders in 
the spiritual, mental and material 
realms of earth-life. AM of them with 


Mere brainanind acquaintance with Theosaphic ltext-hooks dues tot 
prove the genuine Theosophist. The genuine Theosophist is he who has love 
for mankind in his heart, combined with a deep knowledge of the Theosophi- 
aud who carries these teachings into actual practice in his daily 


cal teachings, 


one thing in common; a great part 
of their Leadership was comprised 
iw just BEING THERE, They, like the 
mountains, towered above the ordina. 

They ‘worked mostly in silence, 
olien in extreme isolation from their 
fellow-men, again like the mountain, 
They acted as channels through which 
the wisdem and knowledge of the 
Ages could How to а wisdom-thirsty 
world; the wisdom and knowledge 
being the counlerparl of the snows 
and rains that fell on the mountain. 
Again, like the mountain, these 
Leaders withheld what came to them 
from above, and puly released it to 
the world when the latter was in need 
of its ministralions. 

These Leaders need no Blatant 
Blitherings; their actions and deeds. 
with the results obtained, are their 
only claims to Leadershin. The con- 
cent is not new. Alahumel went to 
the Mountains and so did that great 
Leader, the man of Galilee, of hum- 
bie birth ane position. vet. still the 
Leader of millions, merely by the 
INFLUENCE left. behinl. So it is that 
essence of Haman Leadership. in 
any field, is always the INFLUENCE of 
the Leader, much more than any 
human words, Lincoln was an ugly. 
ungainly hulk of a man, with Эш 
limited mentality. [n time of need 
he proved to be one of the great 
Leaders of the United States of 
America, fle. himself, slated he was 
опу a channel. 

Mors: In appraising the merits 
of a LEADER, keep in mind the fune 
tions of a monutain. 

And that’s Geological and Biologi. 


cal Theosophy! 
The Wayfarer 


affairs.—G. de Purucker, Messages to Conventions, p. 196. 
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MUSINGS ON THE NEW YEAR'S MORROW 


, BORIS DE ZIRKOFF 

Freighted with potential history, another year of our Christian era is 
being ushered in today. А 

We miss а few familiar faces. No Christmas for them this time. True. 
they are the least in need of it, They vanished from our sisht, if not from 
our hearts, in the steaming jungles of New Guinea, the burning sands of the 
African deserts, the heaving vastnesses of the absymal oceans, on the fog- 
drenched beaches of Normandy, and the blood-soaked rubble that once was 
Europe; their youthful hodies sacrificed to El Sabbaoth, the “Lord of Hosts,” 
in the vain attempt to save the prevailing order from its fast-impending doom. 
Our heart goes out to those who miss their presence, whose souls are chilled 
with disappointment and stunned with sorrow which no posthumous citations 
ог beribboned documents ean ever relieve. Muddy foxholes, tossing life-rafis 
and blazing tank turrels filled with their loved ones must have haunted their 
Christmas hours. We offer them no milk-and-sugar consolation; but we hid 
them to pause and think! 


Surfeited with commercialized Christmas, smothered with an avalanche 
of presents, exhausted while making this “the greatest Christmas in history,” 
the crowds have gone back 10 more familiar occupations — “making” money, 
“playing” politics, running after the ever-illusive “security” from ihe cradle 
to the grave. 


The old familiar game is on again: the race for profits. the lurid greed 
of entrenched selfishness, the arrogant audacity of mutual exploitation. 
political chicanery and back-stage manipulation; public distortion of most 
issues, internalional “incidents,” followed in time by mass hypnosis through 
clever slogans resulting in mass hysteria; a proud display of vindictive 
power; an armed conflict; the slaughter of millions enslaved by war-lords 
drunk on their own alleged glory; funds raised to kill and maim others; 
the smashing of valued institutions laboriously erected for human progress; 
humiliation of a beaten foe; confused efforts at general reconstruction and 
the rehabilitation of a ruined generation of youth; fastehbing glory of 
medals and ribbons and promotions — satiety for a brief period of time, only 
to ре followed hy the recurrence of the chronic virulent fever, with some new 
name and a more gaudy label .... 


This is the Twentieth Century, the high-season of our Christian era. Will 
there ever he a Twenty-First? 

Ф * * 

Saddened and perplexed, our thoughts go rambling through hygone cen- 
turies, brim-full of aggressions, revolutions, religious persecution and blood- 
shed, back 1o the distant times when the Prince of Peace — symbol of our 
Christmas season — walked this earth and taught .... There comes an echo 
of the Master's teachings, spiralling through the corridors of lime.... 


“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy... Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of Gad... 
Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you... Thou 
shalt not kill 121 For all they that take the seord shall perish with the 
award. 


.... Вш Hypatia’s flesh is torn from her bones hy the monks of Cyril.... 
Charlemagne belieads five thousand at the bidding of Pope Stephen IIT; 
then is crowned “the most pious Augustus”.... thirty thousand Albigenses 
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massacred under Innocent HI....ihree thonsaud. Vaudois suffocated in a 
caveri by the papal legate... а hundred thousand burnt and tortured in the 
autos-da-[é of Torquemada’s [nquisition ... . (ty thousand put to the sword 
in the Netherlands by Charles V....a million of the Huguenots killed or 
sent lo the galleys... . fanatical Calvinists vying in cruelty with their prede- 
eessors .... Ше Reformed Church burning thousands for "witcheraft" ... . 
political conflicts tightly interwoven with religious ligutry laying waste to 
Europe .... 

“But wait, wait... this is past history," we hear somebody say, “we have 
feft all of this far behind.” Have we? ‘The answer lies in Spain, the Spain 
of vesterday and of today.... 

The chronicles belie the lofty message of the Master. justifies no social 
order based upon the insane idea that human problems can ever be solved 
by armed conllict, or the coercion. of weaker wills to stronger ones tempor- 
arily victorious. By what diabolical twist of human minds can so-called 
“religion” have ever been brought into this picture, and used as а mallet to 
achieve secular power and material advantage? No civilization of this kind 
can claim for itself the name of “Christian.” if it is lo mean the lofly pre- 
cepts of the Sermon on the Mount. No invading armies and navies, no muni- 
tion factories and no bombers. can ever be or become, no matter what the 
perversion of our minds, symbols of a Christian order, They are the im- 
hodiment of the powers of darkness and the revilers and slayers of the 
spiritual message of Jesus of Nazareth. 


“Ye hare heard that it hath been said, An сус far an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth: 

“Rut I say unto you. That ye resist not evil: but whoseerer shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also... 

“Ye hace heard that it hath been said, Thon shalt love thy neigh- 
bour and hate thine enemy, 

“Ви P sey unto you, Lore your enemies, bless them that curse vou, 
do good to ilem that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
иле you, and persecute ун... 

“Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

“Por with what judgment ye judge. ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure уе mete, it shall be measured to you again.’ 


Instead, we have built an order which for centuries ou end lias engaged in 
systematic and planned revenge for offenses true and imaginary. War Crim- 
inals of every nation have been judged and condemned by inen whose alleged 
snow-white virtue consisted mainly in the fact that their side had been better 
equipped with all sorts of murderous weapons aid had wan. How many of 
them have asked themselves whether they may not have heen in some way 
responsible for the produetion of the crop of international criminals which 
have appeared from time to time on the scene of history? True guilt and 
responsibility might be found in strange and unexpected places were we able 
to raise for a moment the Veil of Nature and behold the intricate web of 
Karman at work! 


“Take heed that ye do ant your alms before men, to be seen of 
them... 

“But when thon doest alms, let not thy left hand kroto what thy 
right hand dosi... 

“And mhen thou prayest. thou shale not be as the hypocrites ares 
for they lave to pray standing in the synagegnes nnd (im the corners of 
the streets, that they may be seen af men. Verily E aay unto you, They 
hare their reward. 
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“But thou, when thou prayest, enter inte thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray te thy Father which ia in secret; and thy 
| Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 
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! "Hut when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for 
= they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking..." 
i 

"n The only logically consistent deduction from this would be: dismount 


the gorgeous cathedrals erected only 100 often on money extorted from igno- 
ED. rant and superstitious people under threat of hell-fire and damnation; turn 
them into hostelries; abolish the ecclesiastical hierarchies; sell the property 
of the Churches to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked wretchedness of 
| homeless multitudes in every land; and put an end, once for all, to the sanc- 
i timonious hypocrisy with which the message of the Master has been trampled 


| under foot, 
7 | р * * * 


| - The imperative need of the moment is te re-awaken the dormant Con- 
science of the human race. 
| Who can do И? We ask, WHO CAN no ir? 
i Organized religion, with its record of bloodshed and ohscurantism. is 
powerless to bring it аһош. Inspite of many sincere and well-meaning 
souls within their ranks all over tle world, most Churches cannot erase the 
annals of their awn history, aud stand discredited in the eyes of liberal, ku- 
i manitarian, and free-thinking people. As a regenerative force, or a spiritual 
i rallying-point, they are largely itipotent, hecause the spirit of ile original 
message has been entombed under piles of masonry and theological in- 
4 ecustations. The Church knows it too. 
| When recently some 100 clergymen were asked the explosive query: 
Pos “What is wrong with the Christian Church today?", some frank disclosures 
were made by progressive minds, 

Said The Rev. Frank S. Persons JI, Bastrop, La.; Church people “are 
worshippers of archaic patterns of thought, We have erected temples of the 
| mind and enthroned on their аНагв certain handed-down ideas which we are 
ye as afraid to displace as any African tribesman his equally homemade anid 
| static wooden gods.” Said Rev. Eugene Smathers, Big Lick. Tenn.: “The 
greatest weakness of the church is ils institutional self-centeredness . . . . 
seeking 10 save ils own life instead of losing its life in the service of men. 
ee it is gradually becoming impotent.” Said The Rev. William E. Roach, Rad. 
ata ford, Va.: “Ignorance is one of the greatest sins of the church.... Many 

of our ministers are 100 years behind the times.... They are preaching 
D a personalized sort of righteousness which is... . not Christianity.” 
And while Harold Ehrensperger, Editor, Motive, Nashville, Tenn., thinks 
} that church leaders “are oflentimes good because they haven't the courage to 
be had," and that “they are masters of minor talents and the champions 
of inconsequential virtues,” Nick Comfort, Dean of Oklahoma School of 
Religion, states that many religious leaders "are waiting for Jesus to come 
and put an end to the whole damned mess. When that happens they expect 


|, to be on the job to sing the doxology ...." 
i If additionat proofs were needed of the irreconcilable conflict between 
y the teachings of the Master Jesus and ihe actions of organized Christianity. 


| the recent world-tragedy has provided them by the thousands. ‘True to their 
long-established alliance, both war-lords and clergy have invoked the bless- 
ings of the Almighty upon both sides of the contending forces, armed to 
their teeth with ihe best weapons that Science could produce. With a few 
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notable exceptions, Churches have sung the praises of victorious armies, 
alten upon the very siles of the most savage devastation in history. In sev. 
eral notorious cases, they have condoned military aggression and violence. 

‘The teachings of Jesus proscribe every type of killing; they exhort us 
to seek the belterment of all men. In free Christianity war is wholly um- 
justifiable and unconditionally condemned. This the Churches have either 
forgotten or have hidden under a network of casuistey. A “Christian? nation 
engaging in war gives the mockery to its symbols, ils scriptures, ils precepts, 
and to the lives of its truly saintly men and women who are a challenge 
to all parochial bigotry. Let us remind ourselves of the wise words of 


William Quan Judge (The Path, July, 1893): 


"Very carefully refrain From confusing Christianily with the religion of Jesus. 
The latter is no! the former, inasmuch as Christionily ts split up into over threa hun- 
dred different sects, wherein Jesus had but one doctrine. 


"Pay the highest respect lo the sermons af Jesus, from the remembrance of Ihe 
foct that in his discourses he but gave farth once again the otd doctrine taygh! 1o 
him by the ancient Theosophists of whom he was о disciple. 


"Da not make the blunder of mistaking the gliter of our civilization for Irue 
progress, Weigh fine houses, good clothes, mechanical devices, and universal sof- 
frage against the povarty, misery, vice, crime, and ignorance which go wilh Me 
former before you conclude what is the best civilization." 


* * * 


Modern Science does not fare much betler than organized religion. Scien- 
tific research, exploited hy political and mitilary pressure-groups for pur- 
poses of power through human destruction, his become a slave in ils own 
realm, dethroned from its kingly seat by vested interests, vving for suprem- 
acy. Despite the sincerity of many scientists, and their selfless dedication to 
the pursuit of knowledge, Science has heen pollited at its fountain-head, 
because hundreds of scientifie minds have allowed themselves to become 
pawns in the hands of unserupulous ringleaders whose objectives are to 
misuse the magnificent advances of Science for ruthless warfare and power- 
politics. This is being gradually realized hv scientista awakening from the 
recent nightmare. ‘fougl-minded, realistic Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, of 
ihe atomie bomb researel. recently said: “By our works we are commilted 
....to a world united before this common peril.... What happened dur- 
ing Ше war.... was not science, and its whole spirit was one of frantic 
aud rather ruthless exploitation of the known; it was not that of the sober, 
modest attempt to penetrate the unknown.” 

Modern Science could have been the High Priestess of Knowledge, the 
Hierophant of Truth, if its researches had been coupled with. and upheld hy, 
the highest ethical standards of universal human welfare and good-will. As 
it is, Science has become far more of a danger to the human race than a 
blessing, and thoughtful men everywhere are wondering today whether more 
af science might not bring about the cataclysmic extinction of civilization 
itself. Debased. inspite of the better judgment of many a scientist, forced 
10 serve nationalistic cliques and ideological structures, modern Science has 
lost the power 1o sway the conscience of the peaple, and must of necessily 
cleanse its own Augean Stables before it can hope to become a constructive 
power in the collective life of the world. 

If we turn to Philosophy, the picture is no less dismal. 1t has often been 
asked: “Has the Occident a Philosophy?” Personally. we do not know of 
апу. Here and there. through the history of Occidental civilization, profound 
minds have appeared and have delivered their spiritually regenerative mes- 
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sage. Dut the overall materialism of most Occidental philosophical works 
was not conducive to the founding of any enduring school of thought lo he 
successfully compared with those of Greece, Hindusthan or China. As to 
the puerile babblings of present-day psychology — with the notable excep- 
tion of Jung — and the conflicting oracles of itinerant rabble-rousers ard 
garrulous psychic addicts, few witl mistake these for the spiritual message 
of a New Fra, 

“But of course we have the modern Theosophical Movement," some people 
will say. Yes, we have. No informed individual, observant of the many 
changes that have occurred in Occidental thinking, will fail to credit much 
of it to the wide-spread influence of penuine theosophical literature. and 
mainly to the works and activities of lelena Petrovna Blavatsky. ‘The im- 
pression produced hy her eneyelopaedic writings has become a lasting one. 
even when least acknowledged. The numerous editions of her works which 
have sold out are a testimony to the fact that thousands of people have can- 
lacled and been in one manner or another influenced by them. Witness the 
theoretical speculations of our most advanced scientists. 

However, our own individual love for, and dedication to, the noble ob- 
jectives of the Theosophical Movement. cannot prevent us from realizing. 
with considerable sorrow, thal organized Theosophy in all its many ramifi- 
cations, does not. constitute, through the mouthpiece of its votaries or the 
living example of their Wives, that dynamic challenge 10 the broad masses 
of the people which could rouse them from their ethical lethargy. ‘Fhe main 
reason for this is the obvious fact that most of the expounders of modern 
Theosophy are far from being free of the mental inhibitions and psycho. 
logical moulds which their own great teacher, Н. P. Blavatsky, labored su 
hard to break down. 

Only a man of deliberately wrong intentions and of closed mind. will 


‘read into these words a wholesale condemnation of present-day Theosophical 


slidents and Theosophical communities, The beautiful self-saerificing lives 
of many of them are not ignored; the devoted efforts of some of them аге 
not disregarded; no aspersions are cast upon their aspirations. their under- 
standing, or their work. But cold facts must be faced realistically, in this 
our "Alomic" age when worlds of opportunity lie hidden in every moment 
of time, and the vastly accelerated speed of evolutionary changes places 
added responsibility upon all of us. And it is precisely against Ше back- 
round. of these great and irrevocable changes that certain deductions might 
be established. 

The modern organized Theosophical Movement. whatever its label or 
organizational doctrines. must pause on the threshold of the New Ета and 
regenerate itself from the unlimited potential of its spiritual source. М is 
imperative to develop within our rather thin ranks a deeper leart-feeling 
for the sufferings of the human race. Cold intellectualism. worldly indif- 
ference and unawareness must give way to an intense sympathy with the 
souls of men. The isolated pedestal of self-attainment at the expense of 
avoiding ties with a polluted and troubled world of men must be shattered. 
The original purpose of the Movement must he revived. There must arise a 
burning desire on the part of the many to disseminate far and wide the an- 
cient teachings. with an enthusiasm born of profound conviction and un- 
hampered hy the inhibitions of personalities, Unless we become reborn in 
our own efforts to {fee Theosophy, the cyclical work of the great Teachers 
will proceed into the new requirements of the changing era under some other 
oue of ils Profean manifestations. As pointed out by our late Teacher, 
G. de Purucker: 
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"The destiny of the world does not lfa in the hands of men who are self- 
satisfied with their self-suffictencies, who ore so proud of their haughty isolation 
thet they sond apart and will nof even obey the dictates of the conscience within 
them nor Ње sublime precepts of Brotherhood and froterne) peore.... Every The- 
asophicol Movement in the past has had to face ihe possing over into a New Ero. 
Some have failed because they were satisfied with what they had; satisfied that the 
revelation given wos complete ond perfect! unto the next Messiah who should come 
n! some indefinite time in the future, and neglected ihe duty of tha moment, which г 
wos keeping the mind fluid, the heart worm with brotherly love, and therefore the 
avoidance of crystallization: churehlam. Churches ore always the danger of a move- 
ment like ours, churches which are brought! abou! by self-salisfactien, with a feeling 
ihat We have the truth’ — suspicious of our fellow-men, afroid to receive truth from 
а brother, because, forsooth, eur own opinion із so greal tha! eur inferprefation and 
translation of what we already have Is to profound ond so perfect thot even a 
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brother may not know a little more than wel 


“This fast is the spiril of a sect, the spirit of the church, and we musi not allow 
М in the Theosophical Society; fer if we do, then we become but another sect, 
another Theosophical failure; and we shal) deserve the fate that Nature has in 
store for all failyres,...Growith comes from the feeling that we can learn more 
1... Growth comes from the readiness ta receive more light at any time... Growth 
comes from keeping Ihe mind plastic, the heart warm with the Jove which flows lo 
vs alwoys from the Несгі of the Universe." (Messages to Conventions, pp. 75.76.) 


Whatever may be the relative value in this age of religio-philosophical 
organizations, nothing short of a collective ethical regeneration on a large 
if not a global scale can ever restore the frayed and thread-bare dignity 
of Man. We must go hack to the essentials of decency, the imperious nian- 
dates of the Soul, and place а curh upon the inordinate and selfish busts of 
our brains, alhirst for power. conyuest. aid the imagined seenrity of mate- 
rial possessions. The intangible avalanche known as progress is sweeping 
all our false gods away, exposing our shams, tearing the veil of our hypo- 


crisies, uncovering our spiritual nakedness, and the shallowness of our 
lives. Nothing short of a willing return to the principles of noble living can 
solve our perplexing international entanglements and individual confusions, 


These principles have heen known for ages. They are neither new nor 
far-fetched. Their universality hespeaks the global nature of the Ancient 
Wisdom. Open the Upanishads of ancient India, her Gita. her Vedas; scan 
ithe pages of the Dhammapada and the Sutras of the Buddhist world; ponder 
over the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount; survey Confucian ethies; 
look into the Book of the Dead or the Inscriptions of King Asoka, or the 
Triads of the Druids, or the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius; make friends 
with Plato and Plotinus, with Thomas à Kempis and Meister Eckhart, with 
John Tauler and St. Bernard de Clairvaux; discover Pascal and Tagore, 
Emerson and Thoreau, Tolstoy and Khalil Gibran; aud you will realize that, 
whether high initiate or devoted disciple, whether aspiring mystic or but 
seeker after Truth, their identical message stands as an indiclment of all our 
modern iniquities, our arrogant coneeit, our pride, ony entrenched egotism, 
‘They speak the language of the undying dignity of Man, and proclaim the 
Gospel of triumphant living. 
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IS SUICIDE EVER JUSTIFIABLE? 


IRENE В, PONSONBY 


Cases of suicide and sudden death 
as а result of accident are so pre- 


: valent today that the unthinking may 


look npon them as commonplaces, 
it is wise, therefore, for the theoso- 
phist to keep clearly in his mind the 
teachings about the results of such 
deviations from the normal and or- 
derly processes of Nature. 

Man, the humai being or Earth- 
child, and his cycle of evolution con- 
sisting of an inearnation оп Farth 
and a period spent in other spheres, 
may be likened to a revolving pen- 
dulum one sees in some clocks. The 
revolving pendulum may represent the 
human life wave, or humanity, and 
a given spot on the disk an Earth- 
child or reincarnating ego, following 
the rhythmic repetition of activity 
and rest—activily on Earth and rest 
in the other spheres or worlds in- 
visible. Birth and death then may be 
the points on the left and right sides 
of the clock front which the given 
spet on the revolving disk passes at 
certain intervals. 

17 the viewpoint of one watching 
the circling pendulum be to one side 
of the clock, the given spot on the 
disk will be out of sight longer than 
ib is in the line of vision, another 
true similarity or analogy to the 
time element in a cycle of evolution. 

With this simile clearly pictured, 
it will be understood why any event 
that interrupts or hreaks the smooth 
тупе movement of the cycle is а 
deviation from the normal, an abrupt 
and sudden termination for the time 
at least of the process of evolution. 

-it has been said that evolution is 
for the purposes of the soul. This 
may be amplified hy stating partic- 
ularly for the purpose of the human 
soul, the Earth-child. For it every 
incarnation on Earth. is a vital op- 
portunity for advancement, growth. 
Therefore every event that challenges 
the soul in any such lifetime is a 
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crucial testing point, опе in which 
the whole character of the тап is 
weighed and measured. Success 
proves the soul to he strong and 
true, failure means inherent weak- 
ness. it also means that the test will 
inevitably have to he taken again; 
and if failure in this life to meet 
the issue led to suietde, Ше very 
character of the individual may be 
so affected as to make the similar 
siluation in a future life harder than 
before То surmount, 

In the case of the suicide. the in- 
dividual deliberately cuts short. his 
span of life on Earth. In order to 
escape what he dislikes or has nnt 
the courage to face he pils his wil- 
ful ignorance against the coordinated 
and cooperaling Forces of the Uni- 
verse—-the rhythmic circling pendu- 
lum--and snaps the link with his 
physical body, the vehicle of his 
progress on Earth. Has he escaped 
anything? He has destroyed only 
his physieal body: all the pent-up 
mental and psychological forces cen- 
tered in him remain intensified bhe- 
cause denied material expression 
through the physical brain and senses, 
Te is the victim and at the mercy of 
these forces now, Is it likely that the 
state he so precipitately enters will 
be less distasteful than the oue he 
sought blindly ta escape? No: it is 
far worse, 

Тп the case of death from natural 
causes, the Karth-chitd falls into a 
condition of complete. unconscions- 
ness айег the consciousness reviews 
the panorama of the life eyele just 
ended. This unconsciousness lasts for 
an indefinite time. after which the 
excarnate entity slips inte a more 
or less conscious state of realization 
in the desire world or Kftna-loka. 
This period is followed hy the sec- 
ond death when the lower psycho- 
vital body ts left just as the physical 
body was discarded. Then the higher 


spiritualized mind consciousness or 
reincarualing ego passes to the dream 
stale of the Land of the Gods or 
Devachan, 

In sudden death as а result of an 
apparent accident—apparent because 
in realily there are no accidents—— 
the complete unconsciousness fol- 
lowing physical death is prolonged 
unlil the time the natural termina- 
tion of the vietim's life span arrives. 
Then the excarnate entity passes into 
the desire wortd and follows the same 
processes outlined in the case of natu- 
ral deatli. 

The case of the suicide is very 
different. Nature's orderly aud truly 
conipassionale processes have been 
frustrated and confounded and the 
consequences are dire. The impres- 
sion left hy the panorama of the 
life just closed on the excarnate en- 
tity so rudely bereft of its physical 
body is dominated by the violent etos- 
ing act and. after the initial period 
of complete unconsciousness the en- 
lity rouses to an unrelieved and end- 
less niglimare in which ils conscious- 
ness whirls in reiterated repetition 
through ihe states of mind and Ше 
events of iis suicidal act. 

Since the motives leading to sui- 
cide differ in that ihe reasons, the 
canses, are more or less selfish, so 
specifically some suicides’ after-deatli 
stales are worse than others. Aud this 
dreadful) condition of things must 
continue until the time the suicide 
would have died naturally. Then the 


excarnate entity will follow the stages 
through the desire world and second 
death to the dream state of Devaclian. 


fn all the cases discussed. the de- 
gree of consciousness in the desire 
world and the quality of the dream 
state in the Land of the Gods differ 
with the particular characler of the 
individual as he dived his Earth ey- 
cle. The man of markedly material 
ambitions and undisciplined cravings 
will have a very uncomfortable time 
in Kama-Joka. Tis will be a state 
similar to a series of horrible night- 
mares. 

On the other hand, the high-minded, 
aspiring individual will slip through 
the slages preceding Devachan with 
litle or no discomfort aid his dreams 
will be as commensurately more re- 
warding as the materialist's wHl be 
meager and impotent while in Deva- 
chan. 

Finally, to return to the simile of 
the pendulum: its rhythmie sweep 
continues and with the dawn of am 
other cycle of Earth life, the rein- 
earnatiug ego or Кагыс will 
take its place once more on the re- 
volving disk and passing the point 
of birth on Earth will have a new 
opportunity to learn, to grow greater: 
lo strengthen the weaknesses, and to 
turn the failures of the past into 
fulure successes. : 

These are some of the teachings 
the Theosophist has received from 
those who know whereof they leach, 


“And let no one imagine that it is a mere fancy, the attaching of im- 
portance to the birth of the year. The earth passes through ils definite phases 
and man with it; and as a day can be colored so cun the year. The astral 
life of the earth is young and strong between Christmas and Faster, Those 
who form their wishes now will have added strength te fulfill them con- 


sistently.” 


Н.Р. Blavatsky, cucirrn ( London), Vol. F, January, 1888- 
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SEEKING FUNDAMENTALS 


JUAN CEVANU 


It is said that everyone lives in the 
individual consciousness where he is 
by reason of Karman and evolution, 
antl that consequently no two people 
think alike; this places them where 
they find themselves at any given 
moment in time. This line of thought 


has the appeal of logie, but do we- 


carry it to its logical conclusions? 
We go out and seek (0 convert others 
lo our way of thinking. Our attempt 
is mativated by lofty ideals, as we 
see them; but our ideas and ideals do 
uot necessarily fit others. Since each 
one can think, believe, and know only 
in his own mind, the Quest aud the 
Answer to its call, are always in- 
dividual problems. If we are in а 
group of individuals thinking along 
the same lines, similarly attuned as 
we say, we may feel encouraged and 
henefit one from another, but allow- 
ance must he made for the fact that 
tomorrow our thoughts may have 
changed, and even our objective ap- 
pears in a diferent light. 

Spirit and matter are perceived as 
duality in the world of manifestation, 
though the new Goddess Science has 
proclaimed Ше ethereality of ap- 
parent solidity, resolving matter inte 
seeming nothingness, And do we not 
profess ihe Oneness of All. beyond 
the realm of assumed duality; the 
indivisthility of the seeming mani- 
fold? For just as light rays are part 
of light indivisible in essence, so is 
Life indivisible in essence and. with- 
out dualitv. Duality enters with mani- 
lestation. By knowing the illusion of 
the perceived, duality is overcome. 

‘It is proclaimed that we are rays 
of the Eternal Flame, Can we sepa- 
rate the ray [rom its source? Either 
we are that God-Flame or we are 
nothing. Let us realize this Oneness 
and be aware that nothing can be, 
outside the Light that is everlasting. 

We willingly admit the limitations 


П 


of our physical senses, But do we 
truly realize ihat by our habitual 
reliance upon these senses we are 
presented. only with distorted views, 
upon which we proceed to build even 
more erroneaus conceptions as to 
what constitutes the world around 
us? We afirm that the Christos dwells 
within each human heart. that under- 
standing must come from within, bey- 
ond the physical senses which must 
be transcended. Yet we continue 
building upon buman perceplions af 
what seems to be. We say that we 
must learn to recognize the God 
speaking through the eves of our 
brether men. But da we know how? 
Do we realize that we must. silence 
the sense perceptions in order to da 
so? Do we recognize that what we 
see is nol the man, but-an impression 
upon the physical instrument of sight 
wrongly interpreted? We say these 
things. reengnizing Truth as from 
afar. We accept them; but do we 
really Know? ' 


Thinking. believing. knowing are 
gradations in ihe working of mind 
through man, That mind inlluences 
matler по one can deny. The possi- 
bility of an immediate reaction. of 
matter to mind science no longer can 
ignore. Simple examples of physio- 
logical reactions to thought pro- 
cesses anyone can recall, such as the 
rushing of hlood to the surface, as 
in. blushing, or the reverse in case of 
stifling fear, the effect of anger upon 
digestive processes, the physiological 
elects of worry and anxiety. Dr. 
Alexis Carrel who became a devout 
Catholic after witnessing the mira- 
eulous cures at Lourdes, and who by 
the same token might have become 
a Christian Scientist ог Metapliysieat 
Student, in his book AMan the Un- 
known reproaches medical science for 
its indifference towards spiritual 
values and mental processes, which 
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had become so obvious to him. Forces 
not imposed from without, as in the 
case of suggestion, hypnotism or even 


in the form of allirmative auto-sug- | 


gestion, as taught by Coué and others, 
but as an awareness by the individ- 
ual; a slale of consciousness which 
illumines from within without. 


To illustrate the gradations of the 
workings of consciousness referred 
to as thinking, believing and know- 
ing, lel us take the simple example 
of the sugar pill. When the patient 
thinks the assumed remedy is going 
to help him, it may well do so. If he 
strongly believes the same, Ше ex- 
pected result is most likely ta occur. 
Bit to what we know there exists no 
alternative. There is therefore a mark- 
ed difference involved; а thought can 
he implanted, a belief may be arous- 
ed to an extent—but only the in- 
dividual himself cau know. Psycho- 
logists probing into the workings of 
the brain mind will forever fail to 
solve the mystery. The answer lies not 
iu man but in the universality of 
mind. 

It is in the mind that all things 
exist and have their being. Being is 
a slate of consciousness, net a place 
or a form, but the timeless, space- 
less, formless Опе. Of. these things 
we can know. It remains with the im 
dividual to reach that state of know- 
ing beyond a shadow of a doubt. 
Such knowledge has been called wis- 
dom. Thus to know, is to be. 

Are the things we in our philo- 
soplies profess and proclaim reali- 
lies to us? If so, our lives must show 
forth the love of this wider under- 
standing, the radiance of a greater 
perception, Our lives will be changed 
accordingly. 

Men will stand in happy silence 
wilhin the radiance of a living ex- 
ample of the law. Then words be- 
coine unnecessary, for it is not what 
we say, bul what we are that speaks 
unto others. 

How can we share with others 
what we do not possess ourselves? 
We may repeat the words, the sounds 


of a song, but the sang does not live 
if it finds no reflection in us. There 
is no beauty for the individual who 
dues not recognize it. There is no 
love if man does not know love. 
And how do we know? Not by feel. 
ing, not by touch, or sight or hearing, 
nor by means of any of the senses 
we have recognized as being limited. 

We say we must test values by their 
universality; we cannol measure the 
ereater with the smaller, for we can- 
not multiply to inlinitude. We must 
deal with what is universally shared 
by all. We know that we share in 
consciousness, unlimited by man- 
made time and measured space. Thus 
we musl turn lo mind, not in the 
sense of human intellect, but Mind 
as a universal principle. "This is 
sound philosophy under any name 
and without label. The auswer lo the 
Quest ties within man himself; the 
way for him is his way. Words can- 
not convey nor reveal the innermost 
of our Being that 1s, And the only 
voice man can hear in his heart is 
the soundless voice of the silence. 

The Egyptians did not call the 
physical body a principle but com- 
pared it to a many-moulhed vase 
through which Life flows forth as 
through a channel. Perhaps we might 
recall a mirror. The vision is not in 
the mirror, but the mirror reflects 
the vision; it may be seen distorted, 
it may be seen true, but the image 
is untouched by our perception. 

Let us seek fundamentals apart 
from the speculative thought about 
the particular; we cannot break the 


molds of mind by making new ones. - 


When we find fundamentals we may 
begin to build a structure of our 
own, to house the individual who 
within himself contains the Alb 
What can there lie outside of man 
that he does not already contain, 
when he truly knows himself as & 
Ray of that Light Everlasting. When 
this thought hecomes knowledge, 
there is no shadow nor turning. The 
projected becomes the projector, Man 


the Creator of his own world. 
12 
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VIBRATIONAL BASES OF CHARACTER 


T. MARRIOTT 


Analysis of human character is a 
very complicated matter and leads to 
speculations of a recondite nature, 
To understand character in its full- 
ness it is necessary to study a long 
line of causes far beyond our person- 
al knowledge. and which can only 
he sensed with any degree of certi- 
tude by taking into account the basie 
teachings of Theosophy with regard 
to the Divine natitre of our origin and 
the intermediate embodiments 
through vast periods of time. 


With our present knowledge and 
senses it is impossible to widerstand 
or realize more than the outline of 
cosmic processes, but it is possible 
to follow some of them in a logical 
manner and to speculate further in 
order to fill in gaps in the teachings 
and approach to a complete wlioie. 


There is a basic dillerence in peo- 
ple which does not seem due entirely 
to such nossible experiences as they 
must have undergone during acons 
of time, which suggests that there 
are hierarchies of entities, now 
human, which have had different 
origins. The possibility occurs that 
in the unfoldment of egoity in the 
far distant past hosts of monads in 
several waves of evolution have heen 
attached to and been of the nature 
of the various planets of our solar 
system. This possibility, if a fact, 
would account for certain basic dif- 
ferences in Ure character of people, 
and is confirmed to an extent hy 
astrological readings of the nativity, 
especially if the fact be borne in 
mind that the entity unfolds its nature 
by magnetic attraclions and on varied 
lines according to its nature. 


The dual influences of all the 
planets are clearly evident in most 
people, and in the main there is 
always one dominant influence which 
inodifies all the others. [t is a point 
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of speculative interest that each enli- 
iy may belong to, and be a direct 
child of, a planet through a iong 
series of lives, and that there may he 
a sequence through the planets of 
each Solar life, from the parent Sun 
until its final return as a [ully con 
scious omuiscient Solar Divinity. 


The Divine spark inhering in every 
entity would be colored by ihe quali- 
ties of the particular planet lo which 
it belonged. while at the same lime 
it would have the qualities of other 
planets in a sub-active condition. Hy 
analoev one can see that juxtaposi- 
lion of entities with the opposite ten- 
dencies of the dual aspects, as also of 
those out of sequential harmony, 
would cause disturbance hy their 
vibrational rates being dissimilar. 


The above considerations can he 
postulated to have occurred in vary- 
ing degrees over the vast age of 
humanity on this planet; with the 
individual or collective group-kar- 
man earried over from the Aloon, 
it would make possible the many 
differences in individaal evolution. 


So far as we are concerned in the 
present life, a knowledge of our 
special characteristic planetary 
groupings might be of great benelit 
if used wisely, for though most of 
our circumstances are yet beyond our 
direct control, 10 a small extent we 
can exert the volition we possess and 
apply it understandingly. 

Personal frictions and dishar- 
monies have a rational explanation, 
even though due to personal karman; 
lines of effort might be indicated 
which would obviate foss of energy 
im altempling the impossible; the 
sequences of action necessary to re- 
solve discords into harmony should 
follow, and thereafter prozress would 
occur spontaneously along the lines 
of least resistance. 


THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE 


Welcome the New Cycle, everyone! 

Cycles are man-made, as well as 
God-made. ‘The man-made variety 
are quite. potent, providing a large 
number of peaple respect and ohey 
them. The New Year just opening, 
belongs to the man-made variety, as 
the natural annual cycle hegins on 
the twenty-second of December, the 
Winter Solstice, 

As the Sun begins its annual pil- 
grimage toward the North on the 
twenty-second of December. an ac 
tual New Cycle is established һу 
nalural law, The sun now journeys 
northward instead. af southward in 
the heavens. The ancient peoples of 
all climes considered the movements 
of the stars and planets, their con- 
junctions and changes as merely in- 
dicaling changes of lime on the great 
Cosmic Clock, furnished by the Uni- 
verses, According to them, the Spirit- 
ual intelligences who guide aud try 
ta control the Universes use this Cos- 
mic Clock, just as you and [ would 
use an alarm clock. Movements of 
stars and planets indicated the inter- 
vals when some Spiritual Intelli- 
gences went off duty and others came 
on duty. The influences radiated 
throughout the Universes, or any sub- 
section of one of them, differed ac- 
cording to the particular Spiritual 
Intelligence on duty at the time. 
Looked at in this way Astrology takes 
on а different meaning, and astrono- 


mical Movements became important. . 


The Pagan Festival denoting this 
Winter Solstice change is now com- 
bined with the Christmas Festival, 
and the New Year has heen placed 
shortly after that. On this account 
the Resolutions and Vows formerly 
made on the twenty-first and twenty- 
second of December are now cus- 
tomarily made on the man-made an- 
niversury of the first of January. The 
Wise Ones will utilize the days he- 
tween the tweuly-first of December 
and the first of January for repeat- 


ing their vows and resolutions. Then 
they will partake of all the benefits 
of both the natural and artificial an- 
niversaries. 

We are accustomed to laugh at the 
idea of Шеге being any potency 
in making New Year's Resolutions. 
However, in. Union there is always 
Strength. The mere fact that cownt- 
less thousands of people are think. 
ing along the same line on January 
the first, makes the solution of your 
problems just thet much easier. The 
great power of thought is just. be- 
ginning to be understood. Many ate 
realizing that MAN actually has a 
creative power within him, when he 
has the power of thinking. The mere 
fact that Man can create with his 
mind, is conclusive proof of his Di- 
vine Heritage from Ше Gods, wherein 
lies the Creative Ability. The crea- 
tion of a telephone dillers in degree 
ouly from the creation of a Universe. 

All the various Cycles affect ani- 
mal and vegetable life only as far 
as instinctive routines can slowly 
he altered hy environment conditions, 
However, with Man it is different, as 
his God-given’ power of thought al- 
lows him to work in mison with his 
kind and thereby increase the potency 
of his own individual thoughts. Cus- 
fom comes into it a great deal. Just 
think how many people go out on 
New Year's Eve and get drunk, while 
they do not do so on any other dale, 
That is what custom can do for us 
on the wrong side, Tt is just as easy 
to eslablish good customs, and a very 
excellent time to do so is between 
the twenty-second of December and 
the first of January, Tt could be a 
very Парру World for ever. if all 
the people just wanted to make it so. 
It only needs concerted action lo 
bring it about. 

mona: The Wise Man picks his 
time for Creative Fort. 

Aud that's Cyclic Theosophy. 
The Wayfarer. 


H lo 5 Тис 


нї “ee аы at ЗЕРЕ. 


m: = ми ши om m Oum шаш Gm UE UR шш GR am эв Ge иш шш momo Gm eee eee 


m» -- ши == 00 на ана o a momo mm 


2. x. 
=e. wem 


- 


-— "^ mane 


A THEOSOPHIST — 


A REPRESENTATIVE 


Jan Н. Venena 
President, Netherlandish Section, T. S. 
(Transtation of a Letter circulated by our courageous und staunch worker, Jun H, Venema, 
among the members af his Section, during the hard years of oppression, Signifivantly 


enough, it was signed by the psmudonym, Р, L. Grim. "Theasophia" considers itself jor- 
{шине to be able to reprint this inspiring message [rnm ап inspired man.) 


He always and everywhere a repre- 
‘sentative of He Theosophicel Society 
and af the noble philosophy of life 
that it presents ta the world. 


A Theosophist is n representative! Mem- 
bership in a movement whieh H. P, Jt 
called the most serious of our times and of 
which the Great Ones who stood behind 
her, expected even the redemption. of. the 
World (see AMuhetrin Letters s, makes us 
realise what а privilege and also what a 
duty this repiesentatton. implies, Whatever 
our position in the жаг may hr, every- 
one af vs is in his or her sphere the bearer 
of the lodge-fotee, and as such the possi- 
hilities of each one are unlimited, And in 
accordance with our attendance at lodge, 
or ¢lub-stadies, our participation in and 
helping at these studies, will our power 
to get as a representative extend by chae- 
acter-develojanent and nobility of soul, AU 
the chararteristics of the dutter two—eour- 
tesy, sympathy with one’s fellowmen, gen- 
Пепевя, the intuitive understanding of the 
dificultios af others, -iorn the signs of 
recognition of every representative of. the 
Т. 8. and its sublime knowledge of tife. 
Urged forward һу an irrepressible idealisin, 
а conviction hasel on experience, an im- 
domitable power af will to nttain, the rep- 
resentative of the Y. 5, nevertheless has al- 
ways so many contacts with everyday life 
that he is never hind to the suffering of 
his fellowmen, his other "selves." In pro- 
partion to nur: penetration ру our will and 


spiritual aspiration info the esoteric hack. 


ground of aur movement and of thet which ; 
is now called Taeasaphia, our ability to 
he a worthy representative heremes greater, 
te is therefore, above all, our attitude in. 
life which makes us representatives, because 
it makes people ask: “What has he in the 
background of his being that makes him 
he like that. think like that, fight Hke that 
aad persist like that?" Te is the stimulation 
of these questions that really warks the 
true representative, Inyoluntarily it is felt 
that this representation is backed by end 
е from a conseiatsness that we 


‘helong to an old. a very old. order.—the 


eternal’ order, whieh millions of years ago 
supported this universe around us, which 
is still doing this and will do so billions nf 
years hence: the cosmie order, опе that 
eni never disappoint, 

Who shall ever down or repress the 
representative of a елле order, а being 
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who feels the vibrations of the divine hier- 
пнев, of their spheres and their music 
in his sout? Who shall check his power, 
when he has a conseiqusness—ever ex- 
tended hy experience—that he represents 
on this outward plane the Hierarchies of 
Light? Who shall deprive him af his 
ability to reflert the oNENEss of this uni 
verse and yet alko its diversities in mani- 
festation, Tk is just dor ihis reason that 
he is а Anman being and гап perform 
things homnn, with this reflection of the 
sublime in his arts and in his atmosphere, 


This atitude af a representatise makes 
life worth while. Our capacity to act ах 
such must inevitably herome greater in 
proportion as we identify ourselves with 
thet сед we represent: the ancient wis 
dow-religion, a knawledge of life that ts a 
synthesis. of. scence, philosophy. art and 
religion, It is foe this reason that the rep- 
resentative is ready am]. willing. at any 
hear and in any place, to express that 
whith he represents, either in the sitenee 
or in wards. Hie watchword is that of 
Gottfried de. Vurucker—Ego Sum Serrus 
Servorum Dei, 


Therefore he never hesitates to open his 
honse far theasophical studies and meetings, 
especially in this rising tide! For great is 
the need of spiritual impulses in every 
sphere af life. Therefore, he also tries as 
a true representative. to form everywhere 
foe? of the lodge-foree, knowing that every 
one of such foci may, like a kindling fire, 
become a light that will shine in his vil- 
Гаре, his town. his country, nay, in the 
whole world. “Politirs’—yes, he alsa gnes 
in far “polities: the only true, never dis- 
appointing, never hatred-beacing poliry of 
the rosmar around ii, based on radiating. 
giving, evolving. Thus his "politics" might 
he called the diplomary of the heart, which 
always wins. 

Let us therefore, Theosophists of Hol- 
land, never forget Ihat we are representa 
tives, representatives of those wha have 
gone before vs an the Path, who are ever 
asking us—"what have you done with our 
precious — pledge?" : representatives nf 
HPR., МАО... КАЛГ, and G. de Р. and of 
that for which they sacrificed themselyes, 
for which they worked and at which they 
aimed. 

On us—representatives of the Т. S. and 
ite phifosophy—they will he able ta rely. 
Therefore a light will shine from our eoun- 
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try, a light. fran. the houses, from the 
Parliament buillings, from squares. anil 
streets, and. it will draw the attention. of 
the workl and may help larger. bit. uot 
necessarily greater countries to do their 
wark. 

Let us he representatives—young and old 
of Holland--for we know the password, 


we see the sublime goal amd the divine 
seheme, we hear the call—Stane беи», carry 
on the Masters" work! We pledge ourselves 
to make of Theosophy a living force. in 
our tives. 


Who shall resist the representative of 
the Hierarchy of Light! 


SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES 
Theosophicnl Center, Fourth Ave. ond Olive St., San Diego 3, Culif., Jackson 1740 
Public Meetings — Sunday Afterncons — 3:00 o'Clock 
GENERAL TOPIC FOR JANUARY: THE COURSE OF ACTION 


Chairman: Edith Brittain 
Jan. 6th—*Chance or [nstiei" —De. John Cayner Tanks. 
Јан. Virl--"Espanding Our. Horizius"—]pohn P, Van Mater (Covina). 
Jan. 200h—" Marie of Exents"—Miliregd ‘Traxler. 
jan. 211h—"Huilding Far. Peace’—lrene ‘Thali, Principal, Francis Parker School; anil 

Магу Vas, r.1.5. 
GENERAL TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY: LOOKING FORWARD 

Chairmun: Mord Forbes 
Feb. 3rd—‘Frow Darkness tuto. Liplet’-—Margarer Daun, 
Feb. 13h —" Frontiers ef the Soul" —Cliire Weser (Covina), 
Feb. Vith—“Practical Objertixes"—Earle Hostler. 
Feb. 24h—"Steps Towards Hrotherhood"— Patrik Lloyd. (Pasadena. 
Sun Diego Public Relations Committee: T. Marriott, Chairman and Treasurer, 3926 Normal Ave., 
бип Diego {Jackson 8997); Mrs. Mora Forbes, Serretary (Welfare Dept., Civic Center}; Harold 
W. Dempster, Regional Vice-President, 1.5. (So. Title & Trust Co, 940 Third Ave.), 313! McCall 
SL, Son Diego ё (Bayview 6839; or Franklin 3131 daytime); Mrs, Mary Fay (Vice-Pres., School 
Board); Georga L. Caffee, President, Lodge No. 65, T.5, (First National Bank}. For information 
on all Theosophical activities in San Diego und vicinity, consult the addrasses and telephones 
givan above. 


Studies in Occult Philosophy 
By 


б. DE PURUCKER 
Theosophical University Press, Covina, California, 19435 
745 pages, Cloth $5.00 

With the publication of this important volume, the literary output 
of our late Teacher is brought to a close, Posthumously collected From 
lis talks to the students and his world-wide correspondence. this work 
deals with a variety of profound technical oceult subjects and contains 
information that cannot be found elsewhere. Invaluable teachings can 
Бе found here aw submerged continents. vanished civilizations, afer- 
death stales. the occult mysteries of the inner conalitulion of man and 
the Universe. key-numbers of ihe Solar System, Hypnotism, the origin 
of Good and Evil, and numerous other lines of thought presented in the 
maslerly manner of traditional Occultism. We-earnestly hope that this 
work will find ils place on the theosophical shelf of all our students, 
side by side with the other volumes from the pen of G. de Purucker. 
The Theosophical University Press is to he highly commended for its 
magnificent printing and binding job on this volume. The choice of a 
telling title and an attractive appearance can hardly be overestimated 
when the success of a hook is in view. 
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WILLIAM Quan JUDGE 


ES | Co-Founder of the Theosophical Society and its second Leader 
b, April 13, 1851 -— 4, March 21, 1896 
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ТНЕОЅОРНІА 


A Living Philosephy for Humanity 
PUBLISHED EVERY TWO MONTHS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
LODGE Ne. 60, AMERICAN-CANADIAN SECTION, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
(Intarnatlonel Headquarters, Covine, California) 


* 


DEVOTED TO THE DISSEMINATION OF THE ANCIENT WISDOM 
Co-Editors: Irene Ponsonby, Boris de Zirkelf 
‚ Business Manager: Norine С, Chadil 
Subscription: $1.00 a year (six issues): single copy 20 cents. 
Send subscriptions and renewals to: Room 240 Western Bldg., 553 So, Western Avenue, 
Los Angeles 5, California, 


LODGE No. 60, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
556 Se, Gramercy Place, los Angeles 5, Calif. © Phone: Fitzroy 5521 or FEderal 5914 


Officers far 1946; 
Sven Eek - - - - - e President Alice Copeland © Corresponding Serretary 
Grace Fintayson - - fst Vice-President Pelia A, Peirce - - - - Treasurer 
Albert Charles Lee > 2nd Vice-President ееп Chadi - > Assistant Treasurer 
Norine G. Chadil - Recording Secretary Alice Eck - - + + - Librarian 
Bertha Blanchard - Membership Chairman 


LODGE MEETINGS 


Continuing Ha newly-ndopfed pattern of studies, the Ledge will held regular 
meetings, EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING, ol 8:00 P.M., ol the home of Mrs, Norine 
б. Chadil and Mra. Florence В. Makaa, 709 South Norton Ave., Les Angeles 5 (EXposi- 
Kon 5520), These meetings are open to all inquirers who desire to acquaint tham- 
selves with the teachings of Theosophy, Members are urged to bring their friends along. 


Study Classes 


Men's Class, Textbook: Fundamentals of the Esoterie Philosophy, Second and Fourth 
Monday of every month, at 8:00 P.M. Meets at the home of flon, Frank G, Еау: 
son, 500 So. Gramercy Place. Fltzroy 3020. 


Ladies’ Class. Textbook: Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy, Second and Fourth 
Tuesday of every month, at 1:45 P.M. Meets at 709-A South Norton Avenue. 
Conducted by Mrs. Irene К. Ponsonby. 


OTHER LODGES AND GROUPS IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA 


tedge Ne. 30, Gordon D. Weatherill, President. For information call ALbany 5082. 


Lodge No. 58, 831 No. Mariposa Ave.. Los Angeles 27, Mrs. Bessie M. Dickley, President; 
Mrs, R. Н. Austin, Secretary. Meetings every Friday at 2:00 P.M. Public Lecture on 
the last Friday of every mouth, at 8:00 P.M. Lotus Circle for children every Satur- 
day from 10:30 to 11:30 А.М, 


Study-Group, A regular study-group is held every Friday evening at 8:00 Р.М. at the 
home of Dr. and Mss. John C. van Uchelen, 2316 North Beachwood Drive, Holly- 
wood 2B. For information call Hli]side 0019, 
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Los Angeles Public Relations Committee, Arthur W. Beach, Chairman, 1016 North Spauld- 
ing Avenue, Hollywood 46, 
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Fragments 
FROM THE WRITINGS OF WILLIAM Q. JUDGE, 


The truest happiness is to be found in the deep interior study of the great 
mysteries of nature and life, seeking thus to find the best manner in which 
the soul may express itself, and in a constant fulfilinent of this manner when 
found. Lf they can be taught to see and feel this and the true meaning of it, 
the work is done. Labor, therefore, faithfully to accomplish this in yourself, 
for we can teach others only what we ourselves know, and this knowledge 
is one with experience. The divine light burns for all; take your part of it 
and illuminating first your own heart, the power will then be yours to il. 
lumine others. Remember, words are not needed. 

In the silence these things are done. 

Those in whose midst you may live, quiet and unknown, will have the 
radiance cast upon them merely by your presence. Ít is not what you say and 
do, but what you are that tells, and that which will leave its ineflaceahle mark 
upon each character you meet as upon all time. The Soul desires 10 express 
itself in ils reflection, your life. So live that it may do so. So think and act 
that you may hecome a channel for higher things to descend to lower planes. 

w 

Meditate on things you want to know .,. Seek all knowledge within yaur- 
self, do not go without, You understand what is meant hy this; not that 
books showld be neglected but that information obtained from them should 
he drawn within, sified, tested there. Study all things in this light and the 
most physical will at the same time lead to the most spiritual knowledge. 

* 

Sorrows, crosses, these are our opportunities, could we but sce it во, But 

he is far along who does so see it. Пе has attained who fully realizes it. 


Fhe Lodge force working in a pure devoted heart sets free the soul and 
leis it speak. The eternal verities resound forever upon the spiritual planes 
and when the mind is pure and will hearken, the soul echoes them. 


What of the darkness! What of the light! They are one to those who see. 
How plain these matlers are in higher moments, how drearily obscure at 
other times, This will show you the value of higher moments perhaps, and 
what those always living in them enjoy. 

Be what you love. Strive after what you find beautiful and high and let 
the rest go. 


Can you not live so as to feel the great throbbing heart around you, so 
as lo express that feeling in even the smallest detail? Let there be nothing 
cold or cynical in your view of life, Sense the pathos and the pity of it, 
trusting that some day to your now darkened eyes the mystery and the pain 
will he untangled. Feel, feel, with everything that eries, with everything that 
suffers, and in the most broken fragment of a life find some Һеашу, Let 
your own quivering heartstrings teach you the anguish in other hearts and 
live to ease it. Pain is our best teacher. Do not dread nor flee her therefore, 
she comes in mercy. | 

Go forth to meet her, trembling, perhaps, but reverently, patiently, un- 
flinching; only so can the lesson be learned, and from the dark hours spent 
with her, a light shall arise, showing the way to stumbling feet, giving the 
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power to comfort and console, And in the peace of that, your heart shall 
understand aud be satisfied. 
* 


Harmony, sacrifice. devotion, take these for key-notes, express them 
everywhere and in the highest possible way. The beauty of a life like that, 
the power of it, who can measure or set bounds to. 

Those who know and love you can always see it. and it may also be 
shining in some other heart which as yet has no light of its own. 

The Lodge waits and watches ever, ever works—think you not we have 
palieuce?—and those who serve us must do the same. 

You are right, no detail is overlooked. Life is made up of details, each 
а slep in the ladder, therefore who shall dare say they are small. We are 
closer than you know. and love and thought brings us still nearer. 

Kill out doubt whieh rises within; that is not yourself, you know. 

The doubt is a mayd, cast it aside. Listen not to its voice which whispers 
low working on your lack of self-confidence. 

Therefore I say, have neither vanity nor self-depreciation. If you are the 
Higher Self, you are all that is great, but since your daily consciousness is 
far, far below, look at ihe matter impartially aud frankly. Vex yourself not 
with contradictions. You know that you must sland alone; stand therefore. 

уг 

M you have patience and devotion you will understand these things. es- 
pecially if you think much of them and meditate on them, for you have no 
conception of the power of meditation, 

Yr 

Beware of auger, beware of vanity, beware, too, of self-depreciation; 
these are all lions in your path. Live each day, and each moment in the day. 
hy the light within, fixing your gaze upon it with faith and love. When the 
hours of darkness come and you see it not, wait in patience and coutentment, 
knowing it still burns and that when morning dawns, if vour watch has been 
constant, you will see it burning, perchance more brightly than before. “The 
darkest hour is before Ше dawn;" grieve nol, ШегеЃоте, nor feel one moment's 
disquietude. 

Your lamp is lit, tend it faithfully, it matters not that the outer eyes do 
not hehold it. Keep yourself Aigh and strengthen your faith, By your own 
supreme act of faith you must claim and hold these things. 


Closer insight gives heavier responsibijity—do not forget that—and a 
responsibility which affects others more than it does yourself. 

See to it, then, that the outer does not obscure the inner, for your lamp 
must be carried aloft for others to see, or not seeing it, to continually feel. 

Do not confuse the outer with the inner, therefore, though the outer be 
full and rich, remember it is so because of the inner shining through. and 
look ever back to that which shines. No sorrow, no disappointment lie there, 
but a fullness of realization of which you have no conception and a power 
and strength which shall lift you above these confusions to a sure place 
of your own. You have been too harsh with your lower nature, that leads 
lo dangerous reactions. Quiet, steady effort is far better, casting aside all 
thoughts of results. 

Treat your mind as a child, lead it firmly but gently and in all ways 
and at all times strengthen your faith. 
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Through these tears of blood you will learn; through this suffering you 
will gain the power to aid your fellows. What to you is the approbation 
aud disapprobation of anyone? Work aud wait on, and all will be well. 

*t 

How much mis-interpretation and misunderstanding there is regarding 
these things, and by the most enthusiastic, the most devoted souls, whose 
emotional intensity, driving them along, blinds them utterly, and in the fuif 
chase of new experience they see not that they are following only their own 
desires, and again losing the substance for the shadow. It is discouraging, 
and yet the forces thus generated ean be used for higher ends, and the good 
intention of the deluded one counts for him. But remember, O disciple, that 
in the silence these things are performed and recognized and in the silence 
alone. 

Few indeed understand how deep that silence must he, few save those who 
have at some lime known the peace of it. All excitement is psychic; and 
though these whirlwinds of force descend, you must learn to hold yourself 
still in their midst, feeling neither altraclion nor repulsion, else chains are 
forged to draw you to them, There are some who need this lesson badly, all 
more or less. " 


The great force acts dually and you must stand still, not passive or inactive 
but unswayed, You must learn to take psychic emotions in hand as well as 
physical, 

Hold your purpose and your ideals clearly and steadily before you. 

Desiring truth, you shall surely have it, intending riglieousness you 
shall surely so perform, though all things seem to conspire against you. In 
times of confusion and difficulty rest upon that and you may then unshaken 
see no agreement, no bight ahead. 


I measure the height, not merely the depth of a soul hy ils stillness. 


The Quest 
MARY ELLEN WALTERS 
L 

The Soul of Man arose at dawn and gazed tenderly upon the gentle con- 
tours of his beloved, Earth. “Sleep sweetly, thou delightful, sensuous bride. 
Wait in thy abandoned stumber for none else but me and dream of no other 
countenatice but mine, This day I go in search of that which will quenech the 
thirst and satisfy the hunger of both thee and me, for we are one.” And so 
saying he caressed her and went softly from the fragrance of her presence, 
casting hut one lingering look backward over his shoulder. Then facing to 
the Kast he set his feet upon the pathway to the rising sun, and warmed by its 
rays, he cast aside his raiment, walking naked and unashamed where all 
might see. 

I 

And that night he slept beside a still pond at the edge of a forest, and 
waking with the first light of the new day he perceived lettered at its edge, 
“Thou seekest the beginning and the end and all that they enfold, and thou 
canst find them al thy feet within this pool. Look well, oh Soul of Man, that 
thou mayst know the answer.” And he looked deep into the clear waters and 
seeing only himself, sighed and resumed his journey. 
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And on the second day his wav led through tlie forest, which was desire, 
where he wandered as one lost until he came upon a bird of Paradise preening 
its brilliant plumage. and the bird spoke to him saying, “Whither goest 
thou, oh Soul of Man?” And he replied, “1 am a secker after the fruits of 
the Tree of Knowledge, whereby 1 shall know myself, aud so knowing shall 
know all things.” And the bird yearned toward him beseeching, “Linger vet 
a while with me for I shall sing to thee and give thee bliss." But the Soul 
of Man passed on, restless and alone, hungering afer the fruits and thirsting 
for the juices thereof. 


Ww 


And thus ended the second. day with the quest for food and drink still 
wn-Fulfilled, and in the agony of his hunger the Soul of Man stumbled and 
fell and Jay despairing until sleep descended once again to those dark con 
tinents of night with slar-swept shores. And the angels came upon hin where 
he lay, speaking to him in the language of dreams. “Thy sufferings are real, 
vet unreal, For in thy long travail which is as but an instant, thou must 
encounter both good and evil. Yet knowest thou that there is neither." And 
he awakened greater in understanding. 

ү 

And it came to pass that on the third day his way led directly into the 
sun itself, and fear walked by his side, Yet there was no turning back, for 
those who seek the fruit of knowledge are consecrated to the search forever- 
more, ‘Thus Man entered into the white radiance and came forth purified, 
having become allied with the forces of nature. And lo! on the other side 
grew the Tree of Knowledge, bathed in the essence of the sun and stretching 
its heavy-laden branches into the infinity of the cosmos, And its blossoms 
shone like lights. sending forth their over-powering fragrance into the 
universe, And about its great trunk lay coiled a serpent who rose up regarding 
Man, saying, 

VI 

“Since thou seekest, thou hast found. But be thou aware that the fruit 
grows only upon the topmost branches. Therefore must thou be straight and 
strong and tall to attain the fulfillment of thy purest desires.” And Man put 
forth his hand and strove to reach the lowest ripening cluster, but to no 
avail. And the serpent laid its head upon his shoulder hissing, “Reach a little 
higher, Man, for how else art thon to become God-like?” And the Soul of 
Man stretched himself to his utmost, mati! the tips of his fingers touched the 
first fruit, yet could not pluck it from the bough. And the serpent recoiled, 
sighing, “Thou must go forth again and prow still taller, Man, for the fruits 
of the tree are reserved for those of mighty stature, Yet tarry here a while 


beneath the tree and rest thyself before Ше outward journey must canmmocuce.” 
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And the Soul of Man lay down and slept within its shade and arose re 
freshed, having become as a child again, and strengthened, for the quest 
was not in. vain, Verily. what is knowledge but the finding of the way, and 
reaching it, to reach again yet higher? 
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The Nature of the Theosophical Movement 
BORIS DE ZIRKOFF 


There is abroad in the world a 
Force which is akin to the Sun. In 
silent places, far from the rushing 
torrents of worldly life, it works its 
silent magic, unperceived. Yet in the 
crowded markel-plices of men its 
message can also be heard, its grip 
and password recognized, if you but 
search for it, It works for Good, for 
Right, for ‘Truth, Beginning—it has 
none, nor cau it ever have an end, for 
it is a living, dynamic Faergy, pulsat- 
ing in and through the spiritual al- 
mosphere of the Earth itself. 

Mankind has never heen without 
spiritual guidance, At the forefront 
of the evolutionary advance of the 
human race, there stand Beings of 
lofty spiritual and intellectual attain- 
went. They are the natural product 
of self-directed evolution. It is the 
range and the depth of their con- 
sciousness, and the universality of 
their objectives which cause them 10 
be the natura! leaders of the human 
race, whether recognized as such or 
not. Flese men of titanic iniellectua! 
and spiritual grandeur have been 
known by various names throughout 
history; whey are the Masters and 
Custodians of the hidden Wisdom, 
and they form an association or 
brotherhood of Sages and Seers who 
guide and watch over the develop- 
ment and growth of mankind as a 
whole, 


lt is these Sages and Seers who 
are on this Earth the most perfected 
imbodiments of that Mystic Force 
which is akin to the Sun itself and 
which works through them as its 
main channel. Knowing the opera- 
lions of Nature and the mysteries 
underlying its functions on all 
planes, they are the selfless servants 
of Cosmic Forces and transmit them 
ta those below in the hierarchical 
structure of the human race. 


The Mystic Force which the Mas. 
ters imbody, and which (lows, to a 
greater or lesser extent through every 
selfless man or woman who is del- 
nitely working for the spiritual ad. 
vancement of mankind, manifests it- 
self in the world as a ceaseless drive, 
a never-ending urge towards higher 
knowledge, an impulse towards etli- 
cal regeneration. character achieve- 
menl, spiritual illumination and in- 
ner conquest. Imbodied in men and 
women of a mystical trend of mind, 
of universal objectives. and of deep- 
seated search for Realities, this drive 
or urge is the Theosophical Afove- 
ment, irrespective of age, civilization, 
or outward forms through which it 
may operate, 


The Theosophical Movement. has 


existed at all times, and will never 
tease to exist, Whatever its many 
forms may have been, ils basic. un 
deriving. impetus has always been 
Une and dhe same. aud the пхае 
of its proponents and represenlalives 
has been fundamentally identical 
rom age to age. for it is universal 
in essence and character. 

These are some of the main key- 
notes of any genuine Theosophical 
Movement: 

The Unity of all Life—the Oneness 


of Being the essential unity of a 


that lives throughout Ihe” Universe, 


The Divine_ortvin and ultimate 
destiny of alt that is, therefore. af 


апап himself as an inseparable por- 


tien of the All. 


The existence of a Path which 
leads 10 true Knowledge and Wisdom 
through the union of the human con 


sciousness with the Divine conscions 


ness at ihe core o as well 
as the existence of a method of train- 
ine and à mode of life which makes 
H possible [or man to irave at 
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Path successfully, in selfless service 
to all that lives. 


And the men and women through 
the revolving ages who have teupht 
these simple truths of Nature, have 
all belonged, whether consciously or 
not. to the same Mystic Order, at the 
heart of which the spiritual School 
of the Masters of Wisdom has its 
sway. Many of them may not have 
known self-conseiously the full im- 
port of the thoughts they were in- 
sirumental in spreading; some of 
Шеш undoubtedly followed in so 
дое rather an  intuitional urge 
and a mystic “call,” than a fully 
formed plan, systematically carried 
out, Others had a vague feeling of 
being guided, protected and inspired, 
perhaps throughout a whole life- 
time, as long as they remained chan- 
nels far a certain type of regenera- 
tive and uplifting thought. Stiff 
others have heen in the past, and are 
at present, self-conscious toilers in 
the field of human spiritua! libera- 
lion, aware of their link with the 
Brotherhood of the Teachers, attuned 
at least in some degree to the man- 
dates issuing from such quarters, 
ready to obey the direct guidance 
given them. joyful in the carrying 
out of instructions, self-sacrificing so 
that others may awake and truly 
fire, 

It is of prave importance Гог the 
Cause we are working for to be ob- 
servant, to wateh with sympathy and 
intuilive understanding the reactions 
of those who, as seekers and learners, 
come our way and ask for the Waters 
of Life. We repeat: Walch their re- 
aclions to both verbal instruction, 
written word, and even casual re. 
marks which we might make along 
lines of interest to them. If you are 
observant and allow vour intuition 
to become active, you will notice that 
many of these people have the un- 
mistakable earmarks of discipleship. 
They are not total begiuners in oc- 


cult thought, though they may have 
never contacted a single occult book 
or student in this present incarnation. 
They carry in their hearts and minds 
a faint memory of a knowledge once 
possessed and then somehow or other 
temporarily lost sight of. In some 
cases, more numerous than we might 
at first believe, they exhibit a sense 
of “coming home" when placed in 
close contact with the ancient teach- 
ings and some of those who expound 
them, 


Although it is doubtless true that 
the message of the Ancient Wisdom 
is for all who can grasp il, it is 
nevertheless a fact also that we are 
in search primarily for just this type 
of people—people who have been 
already active in the ranks of the 
Brotherhood, in other lives and other 
ages, and have temporarily lost their 
way in the intricate maze of sensuous 
existence. lt is our bounden duty 10 
search for them, ta seek them out 
in the midst of the masses, lo sound 
the "call" and watch for the echo, 
sometimes so faint, in the hearts of 
those who recognize the "call" and 
follow where it lends. These are the 
people who have had connections in 
past lives with some genuine Seliool 
of Occultism: they may have re- 
ceived in it some degree of training; 
may have altained some degree of il- 
Jutnination and acquired some knowl- 
edge of themselves. Through complex 
circumstances of their own individual 
Karman they may have allowed that 
Light to he dimmed in laler years 
and the “link” with their own Inner 
Selves to Һесоте somewhat weak- 
ened, Their vision got blurred. their 
perspective confused, their will per- 
chance weakened, and a veil shrouded 
for the time being the inner knowl- 
edge which had been gained. They 
wandered off the mystic Path, and 
into the alluring byways of the 
senses, captivated by the illusions of 
the world, enslaved for a time by 
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the enticing beauty of | Máyávic 
shadows. But the memory of their 
greater Vision still lingered in their 
souls; and when they awakened to 
another life that memory inhered in 
their very consciousness, drove them 
to search again, as if for a treasure 
lost but vaguely remembered, some- 
where, somehow to be recognized. 


Let us watch for these people; let 
us not miss them, pass them by, over- 
look them while seeking perchance 
for something more startling and im- 
portant! One werd sometime, one 
thought, one passage from а book 
or poem, often a mere casual refer- 
ence to a noble and universal idea, 
is enough to strike a responsive echo 
in the darkened corridors of their 
minds, and fan a flame in the sad- 
dened chambers of their hearts. Their 
self-made karmic effect of temporary 
forgetfulness ‘aud oblivion may he 
coming to an end now. And anyone 
of us may be performing at the par- 
ticular moment some magic act of 
spiritual-psychological surgery, often 
without our knowing it ourselves, The 
link has been re-established. The ob- 
stacle removed from the path of the 
spiritual currents within themselves, 
the flow of inspiration is tapped 
again. They recognize themselves as 
coming “home” after тапу a wander- 
ing through the labyrinth of the 
senses, back from the deep forests of 
illusions, back to the “‘wind-blown 
plains where the wild daisies grow." 


Irrespective of age or civilizatian, 
the purpose of the Theosophical 
Movement has invariably been to 
disseminate Trulli through the teach. 
ings of the esoteric philosophy, con 
veyed through whatever channel was 
the most suilabte at the time; to el- 
ace crass materialism and the lethal 


spirit of blind negation and_pre- 
judice: to bring to man an ever 

eater realization of his inherent 
divine consciousness, and an ever 


greater knowledge regarding the op- 


erations of Universal Nature of 


which he is an inlegral part. Nis basic 
objective—a long-range ane-— ts lo 
new order ol things, based on the 
spitilual regeneration ol mankind; 
to bind men in one Universal f rothier. 
hood, illumine -Ahe Divine Light 
in Nature which is the same as the 
divine light in man himself; so that 
the time may come when, conscious 
of their essential Oneness with all 
life, men will learn Aoi to tive. ати, 
the ideal of true Brotherhood will 


have become a dynamic fanh in the 
collective life of mankind. 


Anyone who wishes 1o do so and 
is not afraid of independent investiga- 
lion, cau trace the workings and the 
influence of the Maslers of Wisdom 
and their School through a great 
many mystical and philosophical 
movements which have existed in the 
past or still exist in the present. Alt 
these movements and schools were 
io a greater or lesser extent links in 
the same chain, and manifested one 
or another aspect of the same spirit- 
ual-intelleclual Force working as a 
guiding influence throughout the 
evolutionary history of Mankind. 


To mention but a few of these links 
at random: the Mystery-Schools of 
antiquity, and their Initiatory Rites 
-those of Eleusis and Samothrace 
and Delphi; those of Ekbatana, Baal- 
bek, Tarsus; those of Karnak, Mem- 
phis, Abu-Simbel; the mysteries 
among ihe Druids, the Mayas, ihe 
Scandinavian races, the Mithraic 
communities, as well as similar seats 
of occult knowledge and training 
throughout the Orient, often in se- 
cluded places little known to men. 
The Pythagorean School, the Neo- 
Platonic succession of Teachers, the 
Gnostic teachings of the early Chris- 
tian centuries, the Sufis, original 
Masonry, the Fire-Philosophers of 
the Middle Ages, the Martinists and 
similar groups in other parts of Eu- 


m» om-— - m nnm o ME 


"III eee 


a. - ua ож ош m шош RR ш = RN 


rape, as well as indivisial mystics 
and seers, tuo numerous to mention 
here—all these and others are but 
branchlets on the same trunk of 
spiritual knowledge, rooted, as it 
were in the spiritual constitution of 
Mother-Earth. АН are but links in 
the same Hermetie Chain which runs 
like a golden thread of Ariadne 
through the intricate maze of the un- 
folding human race and ils destiny. 


That aspect of the Universal Theo- 
sophical Movement which lias become 
known since 1875 as the Theosophi- 
cal Society, is hut the most recent 
aud fresh impetus given by the 
Brotherhood of Adepts to the latent, 
potential mystical and occult ele- 
ments in the Western civilization. It 
represents the revival in a modern 
form of the well-nigh forgotten Mys- 
teries of ancient days. As definitely 
slaled by JJ. Р, Blavatsky, the direct 
Messenger of the Masters at the time, 
ihe Theosophical Society was started 
as a Philosophical School constituted 
on the ancient Hermetic basis, an- 
oiher link in the endless chain of 
oceult bodies and associalious, all 
carrying the same torch of light, pro- 
claiming the same message, from 
ипе lo ape. 

ц should be clearly understood 
that the ‘Theosophical Movement of 
today, as of апу other period in his- 
tory, is formed of the sum-total, the 
aggregate of accultists, mystics, aud 
aspiring seekers. the world over, 
whether they belong outwardly to 
auy existing association for occult 
study, or helong to noue. On inner 
lines. they are an integra! part, 
whether consciously or not, of the 
same universal Mystic Order which 
belongs to no age or race in partien- 
lar. yet embraces them all. Let this 
he remembered lest we fall a prey 
ta the spirit of superiority and in- 
tellectual pride, and allow ourselves 
to imagine that other men and уот: 
en cannot have access to true knowl- 


edge or sce the Vision Sublime be- 
cause, perchance, they are not avawed 
members of a Theosophical Organi- 
zation. It is so easy for any one of us 
to flounder on the rock of self-glorifi- 
cation, and to lose our way in the 
barren sands of self-righteousness! 


In this connection, the words of 
William Q. Judge (The Path, New 
York, August, 1895) should be ever 
present in ihe minds of the students: 


“There is a very great difference 
between the "Pheosophical Move- 
ment aml any Theosophical Socie- 
ty. The Movement is moral, ethical, 
spiritual, universal, invisible, safe 
in effect, and continuous, A Society 
formed for theosophical work is a 
visible organization. an effect, a 
machine for conserving energy and 
putting it to use; il is not nor can 
it he universal, nor is it continuous, 
Organized Theosophical bodies are 
made by men for their better co- 
operation, hut. being mere outer 
shells, they must change from time 
to time as finan defects come out, 
as the times change, and as the 
greal underlying spiritual move- 
ment compels such alterations. 

“The Theosophical Movement 
heing continuous, it is to he Tound 
in all times and in all vations. 
Wherever thousht has struggled lo 


cerned... One. can therclore sce 
thal to worship an orranzation, 


even though it be the beloved theo- 
soplical опе, is ta Tall dawn before 
Form, and to become the slave 
once more of that dogmatism which 
orlon of the ieosophica 


ovement, the 4 was meant 
to overthrow, 


 — HÀ 

The universality of the Theosophi- 
cal Movement in every age or civiliza- 
lion or race establishes its all-em- 
bracing character and is а guaranlee 
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of its all-inclusive sympathies—sym- 
pathies for the souls of men, As 
such, the Theosophical Movement 
needs at all times men and women 
with a dynamic faith: with deep- 
sealed spiritual convictions versus 
mere intellectualism. it calls for 
living brotherhood versus high-brow 
metaphysics unrelated to life's pro- 
blems. It requires that spiritual ist- 
решозну which alone can rise over 
the incipient dangers of mental stag- 
nation and indifference. 

The Theosophical Movement is a 
Movement of Vouti—youth not as a 
condition. ol mere bodies, bul as a 


an _ever-bubbling freshness of the 
deep springs of life, The teachings 
of the aveless Wisdom are ever 
young, because perennially true and 
eyer-enc uring as Niolher ature Her- 
self. The exponents of thal V isdem. 
whatever their physical age may be. 
must ol necessity be young In spirit. 


creattve in ibetr Imazination, m love 


wilh the stars and wilh star-like 


thoughts, wedded to their Тойу Tdeals, 
joyful prlerims bent on a wondrous 


journey towards the юн; 


nun and WOMEN who. as a modern 


stale ol mind, а vigor ol thought and» future aml ask why пот 


Fairy Tale Facts 


POLLY CARR 


Again it has occurred to me how 
much we know as children — how 
much we forget in our heavy-lidded 
adulthood. 


The docirine of Karma, for in- 
stance, in some of its aspects, scems 
to he quite well-known among chil. 
dren. Their parents ostensibly do not 
teach them this, for their parents 
have lost sight of it... but among 
children there circulates the admoni- 
tion that you must be careful what 
vou wish 10 another, for certainly 
if it is a bad wish it will come full 
circle and wreak its full evil-—not 
on its object—but on its originator. 


Then, how about the myths and 
legends—the engrossing “fairy tales” 
of childhood? Their thread of sym- 
bolic truth is caught up in the warp 
and woof of the child’s mind and 
character, and he knows they are no 
теге fantasies but sober and exciting 
act. 


It is as though the child lias but 
shortly returned from drinking at 
some vital well-spring. He has опу 
yesterday been at the center of reality 
and the illusion of our present ma- 


n 


terial world has not vet scaled his 
eyes. 

Some deep, thrilling recognition 
tells him it is a serious and a real 
thing when the Prince meets the 
dragon in the fairy tale. That, the 
child knows in коте part of his 
being, is The Batthe—the inescapable 
fight—the ultimate test of us all. 

That fight is the climactic seene in 
the fairy tale towards which all the 
hero's progress has been pointing. 

He is a Good Prince—handsome 
and kind and strong and wise, Or 
perhaps he is a baker boy, or a 
miller's son, or a shepherd. But al- 
ways he is a True Prince within, and 
worthy of his most cherished desire. - 
that one object which alone will һе 
his life's fulfillment (In the tale. us- 
ually, the King's Daughter, the Bean- 
tiful Princess). 

But is he worthy? That, it seems, 
must he proved. 

"Реге must he a test of his worthi- 
ness to gain his ultimate fulfillment. 

There is nothing else for it—he 
must do battle with the dragon. The 
evil dragon—the fearsome heast—the 
Ugly Thing that guards his treasure! 


Alone, armed only with his sword, 
with no knowledge or experience of 
such a fight, he must walk np to this 
vile creature, and he must not falter. 

What does he know of this beast— 
save that it has done to death many 
men before him? How does he know 
what magic powers it may possess— 
what incredible strength? Сап he 
dare 1o pit himself against this fear- 
some monster? 

Yes, he dares, because he must. 


Me dares, because he is man, and [t 
is beast. 

And so the awful struggle begins. 
The dreadful sight of the dragon 
must not confuse him — its eyes, 
streaking fire, its breath. clouded in 
sulphurous fumes, its horrible lash- 
ing tail—and all the indescribable 
hidcousness that man has never seen 
before and cannot find words for. 

These must not dismay him. He 
must sce them and accept them; and 
finally when the battle reaches its 
height—when he falters and is about 
to fall-—ihen, suddenly, he must 
know. This monster is his own! This 
heast is Aimself—the underside of his 
fair face, the deepest depths within 
his guileless eves. 

It is himself he must fight and kill. 
And though the knowledge that this 
thing is himself brings a cold wave 
af horror and a sickness and disgust 
beyond expression, it brings a power, 
100. Then all the goodness of Ше 
Good Prince comes to help him: his 
gentle and staunch heart, the clean 
muscle and sinew of his spirit, every 
kindly deed and generous thought. 
The strength that is his own rushes 

into him and his Evil Genius is slain! 

Then, with his foot on the head of 
this Thing that no longer holds any 


fear for him. the Prince is triumphant 
and purified, and worthy 1o claim the 
fulfillment for which he has fought. 
(n the fairy tale, usually, of course, 
the King's Beautiful Daughter.) 


"Then, there is that other version of 
the same tale... Beauty and the 
Beast. The Beast is so hideously ugly 
none can look upon it without shud- 
dering. The Princess is beautiful as a 
star—and who would dream that sa 
lovely and gentle a princess could 
regard such a beast withuut swoon- 
ing? 

But the Beast looks at the Princess 
with such pleading eyes and she sees 
in those eyes a look of such entreaty 
and sorrow that her heart is touched. 
She must embrace the Beast — she 
must accept it as her own -— and with 
great bravery and compassion the 
princess tenderly kisses the horrid 
Beast. 

What a miraculous change! 

For where the loathesome Beast 
stood, there now stands a fair young 
Prince—who will take the Princess 
as his bride, and they will live happi- 
ly ever after. 

The Princess must first understand 
—and love and take to ber heart 
completely — the ugliness of the 
Beast. Then and only then is she 
made complete and whole. Only then 
does the illusion fall away and the 
true nature of the Beast appear, Its 
ugliness and evil are her own—and 
they are transformed by the bravery 
and compassion of her heart, 

No mere fantasy—hut sober and 
exciting fact. The child with his book 
of fairy tales knows it. For he is 
wiser than the "wise" adult. The 
child kuows his fairy tales hide a 
' deep reality. 
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Thoughts By The Wayside 


Recently, as. the Wayfarer has 
passed through the congested and evil 
smelling monstrosities of modern life, 
known as ciTIES, he has become aware 
of а brand new FEAR dominating the 
minds of men. 

Whether it be in crowded bus, 
noisy restaurant, public meetings, or 
a gathering of friends in a private 
home, THE. universal topie of con- 
versation was found to be the im- 
pending doom of all humanity from 
the effects of the Atom Bomb. 

Now, one of the boons vouclisafed 
the Wanderers through Hfe are the 
habits of analysis and contemplation. 
So as the Wayfarer left the city far 
behind and the peace, tranquility and 
calm of the countryside was welcomed 
as 8 Spiritual draft of the Elixir of 
Life, a mental. analysis of the as- 
lounding situation was indulged in. 
Are such reans really justified? The 
answer is yes, insofar as any fear 
can be justified. The leading scien- 
tists of this and other countries have 
stated that there is по MATERIAL de- 
fense against the Atom Bomb and 
that if the nations, or individuats, 
start using it. all life on this earth 
will cease. These scientists point out 
that one A-Bomb of small size, such. 
as those used on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, has the same power of de- 
struction as lwenty thousand tous of 
TNT, providing you could place such 
a huge amount of TNT on a very small 
spot, samething which obviously can- 
not be done. They also point out 
that these two very. small bombs 
produced the unbelievable tempera- 
ture of 3,500,000 degrees Centigrade, 
which is much hotter than the ave- 
rage temperature at the Sun's surface. 
These same scientists are now in mor- 
tal Fear of the Frankenstein monster 
they have created. When military 
experts are asked about defense meas- 
ures, they also answer: "There is no 
MATERIAL defense." 

Contemplating and pondering over 


tlie results of this analysis, the answer 
to the prohlem is found in the very 
words of the scientists and military 
experts themselves. They both say 
there is no possible MATEnIAL de- 
fensé, Therefore, the defense which 
must exist should be looked for on 
the remaining two planes of exis- 
tence—the Mental and. Spiritual. 

It does not take long io dismiss 
the Mental plane for the very bomh 
itself is ihe result of the EXCLUSIVE 
dedication to the human Mind alane, 
unsoftened by the “gentle breezes of 
Soul-Wisdom.” The mind alone is al- 
ways destructive, hence the very first 
use of the discovery of the release 
of atomic energy was to kill 200.000 
people and destroy two large cities. 

This leaves only ithe Spiritual 
Plane to consider for our defense 
against the Atom Bomb. This is the 
abode of the Seul, the source of Con- 
science, of the Ethics and Morals of 
Life, Contemplation then fills in the 
details and we find the only possible 
defense against universal destruction 
is Гог no one to wisA to use the Atom 
Bomb, for ethical, moral and spirit- 
ual reasons. This becomes a matter 
of individual character education Гос 
all the World's peoples. It demands 
a World Brotherhood, at least for 
the purposes of World Government. 

One of the Nuclear physicisis who 
helped develop this monstrosity hap- 
pens to be a friend of the Wayfarer, 
so the next step was to present. the 
above findings 10 him. This scientist 
answered as follows: “That is cor- 
rect, the only possible defense 
against destruction by the atom bomb, 
lies in the ethical, moral and Spirit- 
ual regeneration of the people. [t is 
out of our hands now and in those 
of the World's Spiritual Leaders." 

Мова: Science and Religion, for- 
merly so far apart, are now knitted 
together hy the Law of Compulsion. 

And that’s Scientific Theosophy. 


The Wayfarer 
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What About the Negro Race? 


EDWINA BOOTH з 


Racial prejudice and discrimina- 
tion are the shame of what we cal! 
our civilization. It is up to everyone 
of us to work for their ultimate ob- 
literation, so that a simple recogni- 
tion of human brotherhood may re- 
place those feelings which divide the 
human family. 

How often do we pause to con- 
sider some of the simplest facts of 
Nature which cut at the root of racial 
prejudices? Take the case of the 
Negro race. Quite apart from any 
nolitical or economic factors, there 
are many self-evident truths which 
we only too often overlook or deli- 
herately ignore. 


You hear people ask the question: 
Why is there hatred towards the 
Negro? 


Because we do nat understand. the 
difference between the negro and the 
white man, that is if one can call it 
a difference. The negro aud the white 
—are they not composed of the same 
substance, the same blood, water, and 
chemical salts that make up the 
human body? We all have a bodily 
structure with practically the same 
атан of bones, tissues and muscles. 
We all grew from a similar “spark” 
—the life-atom. We al! have similar 
emolions, feelings, moods and other 
sensitivities. Our thoughts are just 
about the same, though of course we 
vary in the display of them. But is 
that not caused by differences both 
in our present environment, and in 
the history of our past lives? Will 
not the spirit travel just as far, and 
develon towards the Wighest, whether 
a man be black or white? Cannot 
the black and white be interchanged 
in their next incarnation? We often 
forgel these simple thoughts. 


Others. wonder what makes the 
nerro black. 


The negro wears a dark skin due 
to a pigment rn the skin. Pigment is 
a coloring matter, Color is a quatity 
of visible phenomena, If we under- 
stand this, then we cam say that there 
is a difference between the black race 
and the white one; but that is the 
only outward dillerence anyway. Do 
we refuse food, coffee, tea or milk, 
just on account of its color? The pig- 
ment of a negro’s skin is caused by 
many things: there are climatic con- 
ditions to consider, solar radiation, 
geographical location, and pre-his- 
toric migrations, as painted ont b 
Dr. Herbert J. Fleure, a British 
geographer and anthropologist. May 
it not be that the African built up a 
special protection from his enemies 
by wearing his dark covering? Was 
it nol a protection from climalie 
conditions? The real reason may be 
hidden in a past so remote as to be 
untraceable to mere anthropology, 
unaided by the teachings of the an- 
cient wisdom. 1 believe that a Guid. 
ing Power gave the negro a “tool” 
to use in his carth-life, a black skin; 
so let's help him to use it fo the best 
of his ability! 

How many times have we heard 
the question: Why should the Negro 
have eaual rights with the White 
man? 

Doesn't the blade of grass and the 
mulberry bush have the same op 
portunity? Stamp or trample on а 
Маде of grass, and then watch it 
slowly, but surely, push its way up- 
ward. That is what the Negro is try- 
ing to do, Аз many times as you crush 
a blade of grass, just as often will it 
fight to stand up again. Doesn't the 
blade of grass and the mulberry bush 
have equal rights to live, when first 
they appear on this earth? Do they 
not have water, sunshine, and 
nourishment? Then if you starve the 
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one or the other, is not the lesser one 
going to fight that much harder for 
those. rights? Why not have the 
‘negro and the white man dive next 
door to each other? We don't seem 
to mind it if the mechanic and the 
artist Hive side by side. Should not 
the hlack and the white work side 
by side (and without any conflict)? 
The rose and the lily, ihe blade of 
grass and the mulberry bush all live 
and work in their appointed sphere, 
and often side by side, too. They do 
not suffer in consequence of it. Who 
are tee then to question Mother-Na- 
ture and her ways? 

Others raise the query: What has 
the Negro done for Humanity? 


It should be commonplace knowl- 
edge that the Negro has made many 
scientific discoveries. The white man 
is now using them in various aspects 
of his existence. Let's look at the life 
of George Washington Carver, as an 
illustration. Dr. Carver, the holder 
of the 1923 Spingarn Medal for 
Negro Achievement, invented numer- 
ous scientific marvels. From wood 
shavings he made synthetic marble. 
From peanut shells lie made insulat- 
ing walls for houses. From cow dung 
he made paint. From the ordinary 
veanut he made more than three hun- 
dred products, including milk, cheese, 
oils, shaving lotions, wood stains, 
dyes, linoleum, soaps, lan remover, 
printer’s ink, and even axle grease. 
These are just some of the marvels 
oblained by Dr. Carver. And this is 
just one man...one negro man. Не 
asked nothing for his work, nor did 
he accept anything for his services. 
Yet, even though a member of the 
neero race discovered these products, 
does that race enjoy them all? Ask 
yourself this simple question and 
nonder over it! 

The Negro race has made many 
people conscious of rhythm, who had 
uo appreciation of it before. Rhythm 
is of course forever present, in every 
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waking or sleeping moment of our 
lives. The very first beginnings of 
the idea of bloud.plasma originated 
with a Negro in 1492. Some of our 
musical instruments, such as the 
drum and the Hute, are the outgrowth 
of the primitive peoples of Africa. 

One of the most successful, idealis- 
tic and practical educational ventures, 
nationally recognized today, is the 
Piney Woods Country Life School 
for underprivileged negro boys and 
girls, conceived and carried out hy 
Prof. Laurence C. Jones, а remark- 
able negro mind, with more honest. 
to-coodness brotherhood in his in- 
stitution Шап in many other high- 
sounding educational organizations 
put together. 


So we ask what has lhe negro race 
done for humanity? Doesn't that 
make us feel a little bit ashamed? 
lf the negro race were given at all 
times the opportunity and equality 
that the white man enjoys, that race 
would eventually hecome as highly 
recognized in all fields of endeavor. 
as we ourselves claim to be. Give 
them а chance...we have already 
ours. Lift vour foot, white man, and 
let that blade of grass sprout and 
grow! 

And then there is this query: 


What can we do to further the har- 
monious relationship belween the 
negro and the white? 

As Lin Yutang has said: “The 
changes in our way of thinking must 
be basie if we are to he saved.” 

We must try and understand the 
numerous problems that are con. 
fronting us, and then work and strive 
(or a more universal love towards 
all mankind. We ourselves cannot 
grow and develop, if we have not 
the will to see and to find these pro- 
blems, and then to attack them 
through the medium of positive con- 
structive thinking. We must try at all 
times to be understanding; to grow 
and look for the humane side of all 


problems that face us every day. Ef the answers are. Racial intolerance is 
we do this, then we will have a unis stupid and illogical, It is a fruitful 
versal love for all mankind...an cause of wars between peoples and 
understanding of most problems... nations, How easily this could be 
a kind and sympathetic feeling for avoided. If only all of us could real- 
all minorities... yea, for all that ly understand! Or even try to under- 
lives. stand. 

The questions we have hrielly dis- As recently pointed out hy Buel 
cussed are hut a very few of those Gallagher on the radio: “To deny 
that people seem to be always asking. equality, or to demand segregation, 
and yet they are the important ones is to deny both the Brotherhood of 
in many minds. How very simple Man, and the Fatherhood of God." 


Fidelity, and the Future of the T. S. 
G. DE PURUCKER 
(Exveerpts from an editorial in The Yhensophical Forint, January, 1030) 

.... Breaking up into its different component or separate societies, the Theo- 
sophical Movement has nevertheless lived on... . Fach one of these different 
socielies will succeed or fail, in my judgment, precisely in accordance with 
the degree of spirituality and intellectual penetration and selfless devotion 
which its members as individuals possess; or, lacking these, any one of Lhem 
will drift off, as П. U. B. pointed out. on to one or more sandbaiks of thought 
and there decay and become another sad wreck in the cyclic history of 
Theosophical endeavor. 

Lel us pause а moment and look at these sandbanks, that we may more 
clearly understand just what they are. They are rarely if ever, indeed never, 
in any judgment, sandhanks formed of the thought of other movements con- 
{тагу to our own, but always of the mental prejudices, biases, and intellectual 
and emotional waywardnesses which itis human nature so utterly to cherish, 
In other words, these sandhanks are the product of ourselves, of Theosaphists, 
of whatever society we may belong to. We are caught and ensnarcd by our 
own weaknesses and our infidelity to the principles | have mentioned above, 
in which principles lie our only safely, our sheet anchor, as well as our 
assurance of future success. 

Any society, for instance, which becomes merely а hibliolatrous sect, 
worshiping books, however grand they may be hecause of the teachings 
contained in them, is almost. certainly destined to fall into the next error 
of judgment, which is the worshiping of dead Leaders; and this is one of 
the pitfalls. one of the commonest sandbanks, of organized though! which 
onr own beloved T. S. must at all costs avoid, 


SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES 


Theosophical Center, Fourth Ave. and Olive 5t., San Diego 3, Calif., Jackson 1740 
Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons — 3:00 o'Clock 
March 3rd-—“The History of Magic"--Dorothy Friend. 
March 10th —"Invisible Man"—Clarenee Q. Wesner (Covina Idris.) 
Mareh Litli—^Àn. Actor Looks at Uheasophy”’—Tom Chatterton, 
March 20h—“Cehic Lare'’—Genrge Simpson, 
March Jst Minut and Matter"—Dr. Corey, 
April Zih—"The "'heosophirs] Movement and the Atomie Аре de Zirkoff, 
April THth-—"God, Atheism and Theosophy"—Lolita Hart (Covina Hilgrts.). 
April 214 —"Seience Appeals to Heligion"—Major Hubert S. Turner. 
April 281 —'""lheosophy and Heredity" —T, T. Cleinesha. 
For information an all Theosophical activities in San Diego and vicinity, inquire of Harold W, 
Dempster, Regional Vice President, 3131 McCall Street, Sun Diego 6, California, (Bayview 6839], 
or T. Marriott, 3926 Normal Avenve, San Diego З, Colifarnia (Jackson 8997), 
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